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DEDICATION. 



WORTHY AND BELOVED BRETHREN, 

: . " or 

THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH, IN 
BIRMINGHAM} 



For you the following dif- 
courfes were compofed, to you th^ 
were delivered, and by your requeft 
they are now publifhed j therefore 
to you they are more peculiarly de- 
dicated. The approbation they have 
met with from (b judicious a fociety, 
gives me reaibn to hope they may be 
acceptable, and uifeful, to thofe who 
ihaU read them : and I am happy in 
having this opportunity of publicly 
acknowledging, how much iatis&c- 
tion and pleafure I feel in pofTeiling 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



vi DEDICATION. 

the good opinion and efteem, and 
above all, the affection, of that 
fociety, to which my private ftudies 
and public labors are particularly 
devoted. - - -^^- 

Love to God and, man is the eflence 
of our religion; :your Iqveto God> 
I truft, is manifefled by a regular life 
of piety, and goodnefs, by a conftant 
and zealous obedience to the holy 
commandments of the word ; and 
your love to each other is evident to 
all. Harmony, unanimity, and peace, 
have been uninterruptedly preferved 
amongft us ; and I believe I iam 
juftified in faying, that every real 
member loves his brethren as he loves 
him(elf. But your charity is hot con- 
fined, will never be confined within 
the narrow limits of yOur own fociety j 
it does, and will extend to all men," 
near or diftant, friend or foe, of what- 
ever name or nation. If we love God,' 

we 
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DEDICATION. vu 

we (hall love our brother alfo ; and 
every man, as a man, is our brother. 

You have received the dod:rines 
and tTHriisof the Lord's New Church 
— in them you rejoice — but you look 
not down upon thofe who have not 
received them, with pride, contempt, 
or difaffeiftion. No, you are taught to 
be humble, to efteem others better 
than yourfelves, to be good, to be 
ufeful, and to devote your lives, your 
abilities, and all that you are and have, 
to the- benefit of your fellow-men. 
So LIVE, -and you can but be happy 1 

In the difcourfes now fubmitted to 
your perufal, I truft you will find 
fome additional edification and plea- 
fure. What you heard from the pul- 
pit, with an approbation fo grateful 
to the author, you will, I hope, read 
in the clofet with peculiar pleafure 
and fatisfadion to your own minds. 
And fo far as thefe humble endeavors 

are 
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Tiji dedication; 

.are made ufeful to yourfelves, and 
to others, you will unite with me in 
giving the praife to the Lord Jesus 
alone, who is your only God and 
MINE. To his divine proteftion and 
peculiar bleffing I commend you — 
to him MY PRAYERS are direfted for 
YOUR HAPPINESS in time and eternity 
— and to your fervice fhall my tiiricj 
and any talents I poffefs from the 
Lord, be willingly and cheerfully 
devoted. 

Your afFeftion and efteem will al- 
ways be highly grateful to me ; afad 
your continuance in love, in ufe, and 
pure religion, will be the moft plea- 
fing proof that my poor labors are 
bleffed. With the moft cordial affec- 
tion and efteem, I fubfcribe myfelf, 

Tour minijlery your brother y end felhw fer-^ 
vant to my power y 



JP- 



Birmingham^ Sept. 3, X792-36* 
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TO THE READER. 



,Il 



.^ the do6trines, fentiments, and 
obieffationsp contained in the following 
diicourfes, were iuch as. have frequently been 
difcuffedy and <ften hid before the public^ I 
fhowld not think myfelf juftified in pre- 
fenting them again to the view of man- 
kind; well knowing, what is generally 
called d>e cfeiiftian fyftem, both as to faith 
and pra^lice^ has been publifhed by much 
abler h^ids^ in thi^ and other kingdoms. 
Bijt I am free to acknowledge, that thefe 
Sermons now offered to the notice of the 
public, p^aterially and eflentially diiEbr from 
any that ; have been printed for many ages 
paft» except a few pubUiSied by a mini£[« 
or two of the New Church. 

They are not founded upon the fyftems 
ctf divinity, which have been formed by 
councils, or fynods, xw bilhops of emi- 
nence, iu a proteliant land; but, it is 
humbly hopedj upon the pure genuine truths 

A of 
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X To the Reader. 

of the holy word : That word being now 
opened, in its internal fpiritual fenfe, for the 
benefit of mankind in. thefe 1^ days. 

An addrefs to my readers, upon the 
truth and reality of the doSirines maintained 
by myfelf, and the members of Jihp New 
Jerufalem, may for two reafons be imne- 
ceffary — ^in the firft place, it is prcfutned 
this volume will chiefly be Tead by fuch 
perfohs as have already inveftigated thofe 
doftrines, and ^ profejflTed them ; as' ' very 
few more are printed than what -ar^ fub- 
fcribed for, and the fubfcribers ' are prin- 
cipally of that defcription. And, fecondly, 
addrefles -have already Iktvi offered' t'o the 
public, and our doftrines Vindicated - by 
fome very judicious and r^fpeftable perfons 
of the New Church ;• as well as two or three 
publications have lately appeared in defence 
of them, occafioned by fome \ttttts ad- 
dreffed to us by Dr, Priejiley-. It is now 
well known in this kingdomi that we re^ 
ceive and efteem the Hon. E. Swedknborg 
as the fcribe of the Loi'd— that we con- 
fider hitti as a peculiarly illuminated feer, 
fent by the Lord to prepare the way for 
his fecond advent— and we are willing to 

embrace 
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To the Riaderi xi 

embrace every opportunity of recommend- 
ing his writings to the ferious and unpreju- 
diced perufal of mankind; being convinc- 
ed that every fatisfaftion a rational unpre- 
judiced mind can require, as to the truth 
of the doSrines we. efpoufe, will there be 
given; 

* In the choiee of the fermons now of- 
fered to the public, I have chiefly con- 
fidered ufefulnefs : therefore I have felefted 
fuch as ^ peteuliarly dire£t the mind to a 
found faithy and a gdod Ufa The congre- 
gations to- which they were delivered^ 
were compoled of various defcriptiohs of 
men; and therefore they are adapted to 
the different dates of thofe perfbns who 
heard them, as far as the author's imder- 
ftanding and ability would admit. The 
leading fundamental doBrines of the New 
Church, are freely difcufled— ^the fpiritual 
fenfe of the holy word attended to-^ahd the 
fcience of correfporidencCs frequently ttotic-^ 
ed; therefore it is expfefted that the doc- 
trines themfelves, the fenfe given to the holjr 
word, toci the manner in which the torre- 
fpondences are openfed, will bfe objef^teJd to 
by fach perfons as have not read thfe writ- 
A 2 ings 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xii ^0 the Reader. 

Ings of Emanuel Swedenboihg, and who 
are not acquainted with the internal of the 
fkcred pages. Neverthelefs, the author is 
perfuaded that fuch perfons will not be able 
to find a doftrine or fentiment throughout 
the whole volume, but what is. confiftent 
with pure chriftianity — founded upon divine 
truth-*-and calculated to promote real good- 
nefs of heart and life. , 

He laments that chriftians in general are 
fo much divided in their faith, as to the ^b* 
je£i of their war/hip^ the doctrines of trutby 
and the cbrifiian liftj^ that the traditions, of 
men have fet afide the conunaiidinents of 
God^ thit chriftianitf appear to hayelpft tfeeir 
way, wandering in laibyrinths of itheif own 
making, and refiifpig the hand of truth 
which would l^d them in the right way to 
the kin^om of heqiven. That chriftians 
mr fo divided, Jthat they are thw wandering 
in liie, paths of error and mift'ake, is too 
obvious to be denied s whatever their /iw^ 
may be, liidr faith is certainly, ^rong:,-^ 
Rarely can two men be foun^^ {however 
learned, 'wife, and pious they are) who do 
not effentially differ in judgment concern*- 
ing theidoftrines of the bible. How many 

deno- 
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To the Rtad^. . xiii 

denominations arc formed, and Hand diftin- 
guilhed from others, by their peculiar faith 
zxid opinions I What various notions are con- 
ceived concerning the one true God of hea- 
ven and earth — fome worfhipping three Godsy 
others three diJHnEl perfoni^ which they call 
one G(?^-— fome denying the divinity of J-efus 
Chrijij and affertipg he is a mere man-, others 
owning his divinity ^ |)ut not allowing him 
equal with the Pather-^With a thoufand other 
fentiments equally as abfurd and unfcriptural. 
And, if fo materially divided in their fenti- 
ments as to God lumfe^fi can we wonder that 
they differ in every otjier article of the chrif- 
tian faith ? 

Are. not thcfe things certain undeniable 
proofs, that the chriftian church is^ awfully 
fallen from its primitive ftate ? Can we read 
the twenty-fourth chapter in Matthew, 
without being convinced that thofc predic- 
tions are fulfilled ? That the fun is darkened^ 
the moon does not give her light, and theilars 
are fallen from heaven ! Would to God that 
the good and pious of all denominations 
(for i»any fuch I truft there are) would open 
their eye? to the li^t of divine truth now 
• ,: ;- A. 3 beaming 
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xiv To the Reader. 

* 

beaming upon the world ! that they would 
lay afide their prejudices, receive the meiTage 
from heaven, and turn to the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, that the vail might be removed. 

Long did the Jews expe6t the coming of 
the Meffiah to fave the world, but when he 
came they rejefted him, and why ? His cha- 
racter, his appearing, his life, and death, 
exaftly agreed with the predictions of 
their prophets; -but not with their carnal 
views. 

Chriftians have long expedited the fecond 
appearing of the Lord ; many of the learned 
and pious have written concerning that great 
event — ^the exa6l: time of its commencement 
few have attempted to afcertain 3 but moft 
of them have Itippofed it not very ©rsr 

TANT. 

Now the Lord is come, how few believe 
it ! And why ? Becaufe he comes not in the 
manner they expected, nor to do that which 
they fuppofed he would do. Judging of the 
holy wof d by the letter only^ and not entering 
into its true fpiritual meaning, the'J^ have 
conceived that die bleffed Lord wiil'a^lu^ly 
fome in the vapory clouds over our >headsr-^ 

^- appear 
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app»r in proper perfoii to bum .the world 
— ^raifc all dead bodies-?— find put^aijj^nd to 
nature and to tiioe* r They h?ive; ajSfaially 
conceived that the material fun will he dark- 
enedrr-that the moon fhall not give her light 
*— and the ftars fall down from beayen, as a 
prelude to the appearing of the; Lord. ' 
. Such are the notions formed by chriftians ; 
and they exa6lly correfpqnd with the grofs 
ideas the Jews^ entertained, with refpeft to 
the Lord's firft advent — they were difap- 
pointed in their expeftations, and. fa^ will all 
chriftians, who look for the Lord in this way. 
The Lord comes not to burn the world, 
hut to preferve it 5 not to raife dead bodies, 
:but to raife fpuls from death to life; not 
to deftroy men, but to J^ve them ; not to 
put an end to time, but to begin andefta7 
blifh a \new church and kingdopi, which 
fhall ftand for ever. He comes, when th? 
fun of divine Ipve is darkened, to reftore its 
heat and light ; he comes when the moon, 
or a true faith, no longer exifts, to revive 
a living faith among men ; he comes whci^ 
the f^grs ^^re fallen from heaven,, when all' 
knowledge of , divine truth is loft, to give 
the ki>Qwledgq of his holy word, and dif- 
' ^' A 4 perfe 
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perie the clouds wWch have v^led the truth 
from the eyes of men j he' comes when the 
church i« funk into darknds, ^rror, and 
evil, to put an end t6 that awful fbate; 
judge the fallen church, eftablifti a new dif* 
penfation and langdom, and thus fave the 
world from utter deftruflion. 

But to effed thefe glorious purpofes, the 
Lord comes not in proper perfon ; he is the 
eternal Jehovah in his divine humanity- 
no mortal eye could behold hhn— the world 
could not bear his approach— all nature 
would be diffolved at his prefence : he there- 
fore comes in fpirit, in'tiie glory and power 
of his divine truth, by revealing its internal 
fpiritual fenfe, and thus dilperfing all that 
darknefs, error, ignorance, and . falftiood, 
which have defolated the church, and brought 
it to its confummation. By the churchy I 
mean the whole chtifiian worlds whether Ro- 
man Catholics, Lutherans, or Proteftants, 
all of every country, name, and denomina- 
tion. It muft be evident to every ferious 
mind, that chriftians are awfully fallen from 
genuine truth and found dodrine ; if they 
were not, the numberlefs divifiofts, names^ 
parties, denominations, and prcrfeffions which 

now 
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now exift, woold never have been known«— 
Had they flood in the truth, as the primi^ 
tive church did for fome time, they would, 
like, them, have ftill been of one heart and of 
one fad y but the very reverfe is the cafe— no 
people in the .world more divided thsn chrif- 
tians. Ten thoufand do6b:ines and opinions, 
as oppoiite each to other as darknefs and 
light, are fathered upon the holy word j— 
every fyftem, and every fentimait, is fuppofed 
to have its foundation in the facred pages* 
Can any ftronger proof be given thattfaofc 
pages are not underftood f that pure truth 
is nbt now known ? 

All I wifh is, that thofe errors, falfe doc- 
trines, and inventions of men, which have 
defaced the chriflian religion, defolated the 
church, caufed fo many divifions, and fpread 
darknefs over the land, may be removed and 
done awayy by the bright beams of divine 
truth now dawning upon the world. That 
all parties may fee how far they have firayed 
from the Lord and his word, return back 
agsdn, be united in faith, in heart, and in 
-life, and become the pure, the living, and 
happy church of the Lord our God, in thefe 
laft days. 

It 
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It i& for this bleffed end, that the Lord is 
now come ; he hath fent a meffenger to pre- 
pare his way ; and they who receive the 
meffenger, will receive the Lord who fent 
him. Were his writings read with an un- 
prejudiced, candid mind, with a fincere defire 
to know the truth, it would then be feen 
what is the real Jiate of the chrijiian worldy 
with the nature of the Lord's fecond appear- 
ing. It would be known, not only that be 
is comey but that he is come to remove the 
daiknefs, falftiood, and evil, which abound 
— ^to open the true internal fenfe of his word 
— to illuminate the mind — ^lead us into ge-^ 
nuine truth — ^unite us all in faith, dodlrine, 
and life — and to fet up a pure fpiritual 
churph that fhall ftand for ever. Thefe 
things, though now treated with indifference 
by many, and with contempt and ridicule by 
fome, would be feen as clearly as the fun 
beams at noon-day — we fhould rejoice in the 
fecond appearing of the Lord, acknowledge 
him as our only God and Saviour, and be 
happy in. that divine kingdom, vy^hich he 
comes in mercy to eftablifti in the earth, 
: Happy fhall I be, if t}ie foU9wing dif- 
courfes fhould be the means of exciting any 

ferious 
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ferious arid pious perfons, to examine into 
the things above-named for themfelves. We 
well know, by experience, as well as by ob- 
fervation, that the prqudices of men are very 
ftrong — ^that pre-conceived opinions are ]|iard 
to remove — and therefore we wonder riot at 
the oppofition divine truth meets with at 
this day \ neverthelefs, we fee it our duty to 
ftand forward in the recommendation and 
defence of truth, and to do all we can to- 
wards removing the prejudices of men — 
although ^ we may be cerifured for our en- 
deavors, and condemned for our zeal. How- 
ever, the motives of our conduft herein, and 
the end we have in view, are krtlwn to the 
Lord; and if, from love' to his name, and 
pure, charity to our fellQW men, we are la- 
boring to diffeminate the truth of his word, 
we fliall meet with his q>probation, though 
all the world fhould oppofe and condemn us 
* — ^and his approbation is a fufficient reward* 

The author of the following fermons has 
this fatisfaftion, that he is confcious his 
defign in the compojitiony the delivery ^ and the 
publication of them, is no lefs than the glory 
of God and the good of mankind. He 
flatters himfelf that they have not only 
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been affrovedy but alfo ufeful ; ahd he moft 
fincerely wiflies they may be of real ufe^ of 
much fpiritual advantage to all who fhall 
think good to read them. Whatever there 
is in them that is goody or truey or ufefuly all 
that is of the Lord Jefus Chrift alone, who is 
the fountain and fource of goodnefs and truth 
— ^and to him alone be all the praife given! 
May the divine influx of wifdom from tne 
Lord, illuminate the mind of every reader ; 
may he diftinguifti truth from error, receive 
the pure truth of the holy word into his 
underftanding, unite with it goodnefs of 
heart and life, and be for ever happy in the 
new kingdom of the Lord Jefus Chrift; 
who is the only God of heaven and earth, 
the Father, the Son, and llie Holy Spirit, in 
his dinnne humanity ^ one Jehovah in one di-- 
vine perfon ; to whom be glory and domi- 
nion afcribed, by all in heaven and earth, for 
ever and ever. Amen ! 

Birmingham, Sept. %, tj^z-^d^ 



CONTENTS. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. 



SERMON I. 

(From Matth6«r ir. ii) 

Page 

On the offering, of the wife men; or, lovey faith, 
and obedience i united, the only true facrifice i 

SERMON IL 

(Matt, xxiii. 12) 

Humility recommended-, or, the proud abafed, and 
the bumble exalted — — — 17 

SERMON III. 

(Luke xvlii. 2Zj 23) 

Self-love relinquijhed ; or, evil principles renounced 
for the kingdom of heaven's Jake — 32 

SERMON IV. 

(Matt. X. 3<) 

Our own hearts the refidence of our greateft 

; foes ■ ^ ^ -^ -^ ^ 45 

SERMON 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



xxii CONTENTS. 

SERMON V. 

(Marki. 39^-^1) 

Page 

On the divine compaffion of our Lord — 59 
SERMON VI. 

(Matt. xi. 30) 

On the true nature andpleajure of religion 75 

SERMON VII. 

(Matt. V. 17, 18) 

^e law of God eftablijhed-, or^ the decalogue a 
rule of life to all, and the fum and fuhftance 
of all religion — .^-. _ 01 

SERMON VIIL 

(Ifaiah iv. 3, 4) 

The internal purified; or, the real member of the 
Lord's true church a holy man 107 

SERMON IX. 

(Ilkiah xxxii. 17, iS) 

On the work and effeSi of right eoufnefs — i ao 
SERMON X. 

(Matt, xxiii. S7, aS) 

Iffpocrify exploded, andjincerity recommended 134 

SERMON 



Digitized by 



GoQ^k 



CONTENTS. xxiii 

SERMON XI. 

(Matt. xyii. i, a, 3) 

Page 

l^be true correfpondence of Peter, James, and 
John ' — • — — — 150 

SERMON XIL 

(Matt, xxiii. 9, 10) 

^e love of dominion and authority condemned *, or, 
the Lord alone our father and mafler 1 66 

SERMON XIIL 

(Johnii. i6) 

J'he temple cleanfed i or, the heart no longer a 
boufe of merchandife -^ —- -^ . lyp 

S,ERMON XIV. 

(Mark ix. 40) 

Harfh judgment condemned i or candor in judg-^ 
ing of thoje who differ from us, recom-- 
mended — _ .-^ — i^y 

SERMON XV. 

(Matt. i. %i) 

Jefus Cbrift the one true God (a fermon on the 
nativity) — — — .— . 212 

SERMON XVL 

(Pfalm xvii. 15) 

^be good maris right eoujnefs, and future expec- 
tations — . ~. --^ 226 

SERMON 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



«iY C O N T E N T S» 

SERMON XVII. 

<Rev, i. 5, 6) 

Page 

^be love of the Lord Je/us^ as mamfefitd in mr 
pardon and purification -^ — 241 

SERMON XVIIL 

(Ifiuahlx.^i) 

Pure rigbteoujnefs in heart and life recom- 
mended — — -^ ^ 255 

SERMON XIX. 

^ (Plalm xhr. lo, ii) 

A ferious perfuaftve to bear^ eonfidery and oh^ 
the word of the Lord -^ ,^-, ^y^ 

SERMON XX. 

(Piklmxlv. 10,11) 

^he chrtftian^s heauty expldimd - ' "-^ '28 & 



SERMON 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON I. 



THE OFFiERING OF THE WISE MENi 

OR, 

LOVE, FAITH, AND OBEfilENCE, UNITED, THE ONLV 

TRUE SACRIFICE* 



Matt. ii. it. 

And when they had opened their treafures, they prefented unto faint 

gifts^ gold, and frankincenfe, and myrrh* 



1 HERE IS no {)art.of the holy word but 
what is fiill of inftruftion j every line of it is written 
for our advantages the wifdom contained in it is 
inexhauftible i and eternity itfelf is too Ihdrt for 
finite minds to fathorn all its truths* We have beert 
too much accuftomed to confine ouri*elves to the 
mere tetter of the word, and have not Confidcred its 
internal and fpiritiial meaning -, in coiifeqUence of 
which, Ibme have entertained but very low ideas of 
that word, and others have eftabliihcd every kind 
of fajfe doftrine upon it. Whereas, if it were un- 
derftood in its true internal fenfe, it would then 
appear as it is j that is, as the word of the living 

B God, 
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2 THE OFFERING OF 

God, full of wifdom and truth divine; and that 
every verfe and line contains ufeful and heavenly 
inftruftion. - 

Tht /cience of correfpondence, by which it is writ- 
ten^ has long been w^uiown and hid from the 
minds of men, in confequence of that falfehood and 
evil ^AAth bas fo long prevailed, and. fo amuch 
abounded 5 but is in tbe& lad days opened again 
iromtheLiord^ for ^e benefit: and ioftru£kioa,of 
mankind. By that fcience we are led to under- 
ftand that every word has a Ipiritual meaning; 
what that meaning is ; and liat where natural things 
are mentioned, fpiritual things are fignified. Ac- 
cording to this fcience I intend to open the text 
before us. 

We are told in the beginning of the chapter, 
that wife men came from the Eaft to Jerufalem : 
the occafion of their journey was to find out that 
pcrfonage who was born King of the Jews. For 
they had feen his ftar in the Eaft, and thpy.came to 
worfhip him ; and by this ftar they were direfted to 
the very Ipot where jefus was. That thiere a6l:u- 
ally were wife men who took that journey, and 
were fo direfted, we need not doubt ; npr can we 
doubt their offering ^d, frankincei^fe;, and myrrh ; 
but then what is Jpritmlly undcrftood by all diefe 
circumftances, is the matter under confideration. 

And, firft. By wife men. Some have imagined 
that they were aftronomers, well acquainted with 
the heavenly bodies, or the planetary fyftem ; and 
alfo with aftrology, or the influence of thofc planets. 

How 
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ttow iu-.diejrtnight be acquainted wkbcfkefe fcknces 
i witi nbt pretend tofay^ but I ftm.periuaded their 
wifdom €xtieiKied much £irtherv aaditsas of- a Supe- 
rior oatucB $ for;true ^ifrifikim confift^ in the know- 
ledge of divine things, fuch aarelpeft the Almighty, 
Ipiritual trudai» and 'what appertains td die foul and 
eternal fife. And^had.they not .been. acquainted 
i»ith^is'wii<ionnf^ they would not have taken fo 
kbg a. journey* to! worfhip. the new--bofn, but deP- 
pifod Mefiiah. They had feen his ftar in the Eaft, 
and which might Sre& their external -fight; but 
they had alfb ah internal view of his glory, and 
were illuminated by heavenly wi£iom to know that 
Jefos was not only dien to be born, but alfo that 
he was the Saviour, Redeemer; and God of 
tnankiiKi 

Cotild we ii}Appoik that tttere agronomy or aflro^ 
logy would fhave influenced thefe men to take a 
journey of this length y to bring goH, frankincenfe, 
and myrrh J and to worfhip the Lord Jelus Chrift? 
No, they were men ofj^iritual mfdtmy influenced 
by divine truth, and impelled by love to oBFer-rfit 
beft facrifice, to the God and Saviour of their fouls, 
that they were ei^ble of offering. And let Us pd- 
mefifUwr, that nothing lefs than a true knowledge 
oft and love to the Lo«}, can influence us to offer 
fcrvice and worfkip to him. It is feid that they 
came from the jE^|^— By the Eaft, when mentioned 
in the (acred fcripturcs, is meant moft frequently 
the Lord himfelf, or the divine love and goodnefs 
of the Lords becaufe he is the fun of heaven, from 
B 2 whom 
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whom all /|)iritual heat and light proceed:; and a& 
our natural fun: appears in the Eaft> and iis die 
fountain of ail nsnural heat and light, hence the 
Lord is thus fpritually rcprcfentcd. Therefore die 
meaning is, that thefe men came fmro the £aft> oi* 
were principled in and directed by the divine love 
and wifdom of the Lord their Godw And by this 
we are tai^ht to underftand, that heat and Kght, or 
love and wifdom from the Lord^ can alohe.:make 
us truly wife and really good, and qualify us to 
offer an acceptable facrificc unto him. 

An ignorant and blind worfhip cannot be ac^ 
ceptable to the Lord, nor any fcrvice which has 
not pure loVe for its origin and fource. Therefore 
it becomes us to ftudy the doArines and truths of 
his holy word, to make ourfelves acquainted wkh 
the Lord, his charafter, perfeftions, his falvation, 
and the laws of his kingdom^ that in confequence 
of this knowledge we may love and worfliip him. 
For the one great caufc why the Lord Jefus Chrift 
is not acknowledged as God alone, nor loved, or 
ierved, is that men remain ignorant of him, his 
true charafter, nature, and government. And let 
us be aflured that when, like thefe wife men, we 
are under the influence of Icve and wifdom, we fhall 
willingly ofier up every facrifice and fcrvice to the 
Lord, we are capable of offering.. 

But behold the confummate hypocrify and de- 
ceit of Herod the King. " He called the wife 
«< men privately, and inquired of them what time 
^< the ftar appeared ? and faid. Go and fearch dili^ 

" gendy 
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^gendy for the young child, and. when ye have 
''found him, bring mc word again^ that I may 
'^come and worfliip him alfo. But they were 
'^ warned of God in a dream that, they fliould not 
^ return to Herod. And the angel of the Lord 
*' appeared to Jofeph in a dream, laying Arifi^ 
^ uke the young child and his mother, and flee 
'Mnto Egypt; for Herod will leek the youngs 
" child, to deftroy him." 

So far was this ungodly King from defiring to 
worihip the Lord, that his real defign Wjis to take 
away his life. But we will proceed to nodce the 
words of our tesct :— " And when they had opened 
^ their trcafures, they prcfented unto him gifts, 
^ gold, and frankincenie, and myrrh." 

I^all, in the firjt place^ explain tbefpiritual mean-- 
ing of tbeje words. 

Secondly^ Prove that they comprehend every thing 
that we can render unto the Lord, 

Thirdly^ Inforce the nec^ty of prefenting this offer ^ 
ing^ with the advantages we fiall derive there^ 
from^ 

And, firft, I am to explain the ipiritual lenfe of 
the words. 

Dne part of the treafiire the wife men offered, is 
faid to be gold^ This valuable min^al, or metal, 
is frequently mentioned in the word of the Lord, 
and that it figniBes fomething more than the metal 
ijtfclf, mull be evident to the moft fuperficial ob- 
B 3 ferver. 
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fcrv6r. Thus thef altar, the pillars, the veflcls, &c, 
of the temple, were pure gold. And Pfa. xxi. 3, 
« For thou preventcft hirh with the bkflSftgs t)f 
*« goodncf$ ; thou fctteft a crown of pure gc^ldon 
« his head/* Pfa. xlv. 9, '^ Upon thy right-hafid 
^^ did ftand the queen, in gold of Ophir/* lik:hc, 
6, «' They (hall bring gold, and ificenfe 5 and thfcy 
^f (hall {kc*r forth the praifes of the Lord." And, 
ver. 17, " For brals I will bring gold, and for 
** iron I will bring filver, and for wood brafs, and 
^ for ftones iron," &c. Lam. iv, i, ** How is the 
" gold become dim 1 how is the moft fine gold 
<' changed!" And, Rev. iii, 18, the Lord fays, 
«5 I counfel thee to buy of me gold, tried in. the 
** fire, that thou mayeft be rich/' xxi. 18, " The 
** city was pure gold, like .unto clear glals." 

By all thefe paflages we plainly fee material gold 
is not meant, hut fomething fpiritual, correfpohding 
thereunto. In the higheft fenfe of the word, gold 
means the ceieftial principle of divine love and 
goodness, which is in the Lord ; and, when applied 
to men, as in our teirt, it fignifies the higheft prin- 
ciple of love and goodnejs^ in the mind of ntan. So 
the wife men of the Eiaft, who had received the 
influx of divine love from the Lord into their wDI, 
offered unto the Lord their higheft afFeftion and 
lovej confiftent with that firft and great com- 
mandment, *' Thou (halt love the Lord thy God 
<' with all thy heart, foul, mind, and ftrength." 

This love rnay fitly be compared to gold^ and rc- 
prefeqted i?y ir. Inafmuch as gold is the moft pure, 

vfefiil. 
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ufefiii, and valuable iwtal on earth; fa IdVe^ pure 
genuine love to God» is the ipoft pure^ ufeful^ and 
valu§Ue gnice, or vktw, that; can dweli in the 
nund of man. Whai: is . all religion, widioot love ? 
vihy a .mere empty ibond; Wfaiaf: id aH religious 
ivorfhipp or fcnrice, without love .^ why mere hy- 
pocnfy and diflunulatioh* Love is the very fi>ul 
of religitmy wmrfiiipy Jervicey . and obedience. So the 
ti^ men, that h, afi who are taught of Qod» and 
are truly wiie, ofier g^ uota the L^rd. . AU their 
affedions are given up to him^ and to hipi alone. 
They worfliip him in /wtf— rfcrve hjm in &z;^— keep 
his commandments in i^^— do all that they do in 
love — and this is a part of that treafure which they 
cheerfully dilpenfe. It i§ faid of the wife men, 
when they opened their treajures, they prefentcd 
gold, &c. ; by which we. are taught two thiqgs: 

Firft, That pure love to God is the greateft 
treafure which the human mind is capable of enjoy- 
ing. Indeed it is this alone which makea us men 
and cbriftians — without Ipvc to God we have only 
the form of men, but arc in our nature infernal. 
The will of man is fo formed, as to receive the 
divine influx of heavenly love j but if our will be 
given up to the love of fell> of the world, and evil^ 
we thereby pervert the order of our life, and be- 
come /(?r;»j of evil pa the contrary, by admitting 
the influx of divine love into the will, and living 
under the influence thereof, we beconier forms of 
goodnefs, and angelic in our natures, ! , 

B3' ' ' » The 
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The iecond thing we are taught> is, that love k 
a treafore which muft be opened i that is> we muft 
prcfent it to the Lord. If we have received his 
love into our will^ we muft return it back again, by 
every duty of piety, worfhip, and fervice. The 
wife men came from the Eaft to Jerufalem, to pre- 
fent their offerings, and do homage to the new- 
born Saviour. We are not to think any fervice 
coo great, or any duty too burthenfome, which 
we are called upon to render— it is love^ as the 
poet fays, 

^ That makes our cheerful feet in fwift obedience move/* 
It is this that makes all worfhip, as prayer, 
praife, thankfgiving, ^nd the like, not only eq/yj 
but defireahle and pleaJantJ It is bur meat and our 
drink to do the will of God. Thus we open pur 
treafures, and prefent all our affedions to the Lord, 
in every duty of pietyj, religious worfhip, and fpi- 
ritual fervice. 

But, fecondly, the next thing the wife men of- 
fered was frankincenje \ that is, as the word 
inriports, free-incense. 

You will fee this mentioned in ftveral places of 
the holy word ; in Lev. ii. i, •* And when any will 
*' offer a meat-offering unto the Lord, his offering 
*^ (hall be of fine flour \ and he fhall pour oil upon 
'* it, and put frankincenfe thereon/* See alfb verfes 
15 and i6. 

Now as every thing in the word correfponds to 
fpinething fpiritual^ fo by frankmenfs that which is 

fpiritual 
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^iritual is fignified. As gold, therefore, corrc- 
fponds tOy and fignifies the celeftial principle ; fa 
frankincenfe correfponds to the fpiritual principle 5 
or, as gold applies to goodnefi and love, fo frank- 
incenfe applies to truth and faith — and as the 
former refpcfts the wiO, the latter refpeds the 
underftanding. 

The noeaning therefore is, that as the wife men 
offered to the Lord the higheft principle of love, 
^oodnels, and afFeftion in the will ; fo they united 
with it, the fpiritual principle of truth and fiuth in 
the undetilanding. Their faith was gi*ounded in 
love, and thdr truth in.goodnefs. It is evident 
they were diredbtd by divine trutb^ and influenced 
by 7L Avine faiiby or they never would have come 
fo far to worfhip the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Had' they not known, by the word, that Jeho- 
vah would come to fave mankind, and had they 
not beheved that the child born at Bethlehem was 
the manifefted Jehovah, they would not^ they could 
not, have worjbtpped him ; for that very worfhip 
implied their firm belief that he wa^ God as wpU 
as man. It wasi thtrcforc, Jrankincenfe^ or a free- 
INCENSE, which they offered ; being.cpnvinced that 
Jcfus was the Cbrift, zndtbe Lord their God. Their 
will, therefore, was not only under the influence of 
heavenly love, but their underflandiog, alf0, was 
directed by triiibi to believe in Jefus Chrift as thdr 
Redeemer, and the ob}e& of their adoratbn. 

And here, I prcfotne, you will fee the abfolute 
neceflity of uniting thcfc rwo principles^ in order to 

render 
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render an acceptable offering to the Lord our God. 
For take them feparately^ and what is their vahie ? 
Why^ the gold becomes drofs^ anfd the frankji(icenfe. 
zdi/gujiing fmell. A profeffion of k)vc to God, 
without a knowledge ofhimj wdfi^ib in bm, cannot 
be an acceptable facrificc; and a knowledge of 
God, and faith in him, without love to bmy muft 
be equally unacceptable. How many are there, 
who pretend an affcftion . for the Lord, and have 
much of this.love upon their tongues { appear very 
devout and fanftified in their worfhtp, and at the 
£tme time have not in truth that love to God which 
caufes them, to do his will, and keep his command- 
ments j are almoft totally ignorant of his nature and 
perfeftions, and deftitute of a found ipiritual faiths 
Thefe may imagine they offer gold to the Lord ; 
but they wiU fooner or later be convinced, their 
gold was dro& and dirt. 

Again, how many are there who have acquired 
a conliderable knowledge of God, his word, and the 
doftrines and truths thereof 4 and who boaft much 
o^ and depend greatly upon) faith in his name, his 
merits, and iacrifice; and at the fame time this 
£iith is ALONE ? It is not derived /rw», or conneft- 
cd withy PURE LOVE to the Lord, and his holy com- 
mandments, . Can this offering be acceptable to the 
bleffad God ? Will he, whoknoweih Ae hearty and 
requireth the hearty beplcafcdwith fuch a facrifice 
as this ? — No, the frankinceafe has loft its perfume, 
and ftinks m the noftrils' of the Moft Hi^. The 
offering is not grounded' in 4ave, nor rooted in: 

the 
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the wiU, and therefore it afceiids not to heaven^ 
but isdiipeffedi und vamihes away. 

And I am forrjr to fay it ; yci, I do ftncerelj 
lament that I havie fo much reafon to fay, that this 
is too much the ftate of profcfTing chriftians in our 
day. By fomc means or other, the doftrine of 
juftification by faitb alone, has almoft univerfally 
pf evaikd ; and more than ever, I believe, within 
thefe twenty or thirty years paft. Whereas one 
would think it muft be evident, both from reafon 
and fcripture, that faith, if it be not grounded in 
love, and produftive of good wotks, or true obe- 
dience to divine laws, can be of no value or ule, 
nor in any fenfe acceptable to that God, who has 
told us by his apoftles, that a ^' faith which, can re-» 
^' move mountains is nothing, without Uve ;" and 
that '^ faith without works is dead.'' 

Lot us, my chriftian brediren, give up, reHn- 
quilh, and explode luch a faith as this ; it is of no 
ufe, wUl do us no good, nor ever be acceptable to 
the Lord Jefus. No facrifice can pleafe him, but 
that which arifes fi^om the heart ; a lacrificc of pure 
Jove, founded in the knowledge of divine truth, 
and united widi a found operative &ith. 

Proceed we further, to notice the other part of 
the offering the wife men preTented to the Lord« 
They prefented unto him gifts^ goU^^ Jrankmcen/!^, 
%nd MYRRH. Myrrh is an Arabian gum, eztradl;-* 
ed from the myrrh tree, and is frequently men-^ 
ti<Hied in the facred fcriptures. Exod. xxx. 23, 
•* Take thou alfb unto thcc principal fpices, of i»iw 

" myrrh 
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«^ mjrrh five hundred (hekels j" as a part of the 
compound which was to anoint the tabernade* 
And Pfa. xlv. 8, " All thy garments fmell of myrrh, 
** and aloes, and caffia, out of the ivory palaces/* 
And John xix. 39, " Nicodemus brought a mix- 
*^ ture of myrrh, and aloes, about an hundred 
** pounds weight," to anoint the body of Jcfus. 

Now as the word of the Lord is in itfclf ^'- 
ritual, we may be aflfured thefe things have a Ipi- 
ritual fignification, and what they fignify can only 
be known by an acquaintance with xht/cience of 
correfpondences, by which that word is written. This 
fcience leaves us not to mere conjeifure, concerning 
the true meaning of this thing and the other 5 but 
opens that meaning from its fpiritual ground. As 
there is a trinity in the Lord, of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, in one perfon, fo there is a trinity in 
the word, as it contains a celejtialy fpiritual, and 
natural fenfe ; there is alfo a trinity in man, as he 
poflefles a body, a foul, and an operation i there is 
likewife a trinity in his internal, that is, a will, un- 
derftanding, and aSlion. Gold applies to his will, 
principle, or affedion ; frankincenfe to his under- 
ftanding principle ; and myrrh to his aftive prin- 
ciple, or conduft. Or gold fignifies his love and 
goodnefs I frankincenfe, truth ^nA faith i and myrrh, 
charity and good-works. The whole meaning of 
the text, therefore, in its internal and fpiritual feoft, 
is, that the wife men. prefcnted unto the Lord 
pure love, true faith, and fincere obedience. This 
was the trcafurc they pofleffed, and which they had 

received 
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received from the Lord (for all that is good is 
from him) and to the Lord they olFcrcd it. And 
by this, as well as by the whole word of God,t wc 
are taught that love, faith, and obedience, muft 
ever be inieparably uniced, to make either of them 
valuable. By obedience, I mean a conicientious 
regard to the laws of God, as they refpeft piery, 
religion, and morality : for where there is a true 
love to God, and a found faith in him, iber€ 
will be charity towards mankind. The outward 
life will, cor refpond to thofc. inward principles; 
we (hall love our neighbour as we love our- 
fclves, and not only be honeft, juft, and upright ia 
our commerce with men, but alfo kindy charitabUj, 
ienfivolenty and tender. And in vain do we pretend 
to love the Lord, or believe on him, if our con- 
du6b and converfation through life be not of tjiis 
quality. 

To love our neighbour is a facrifice as accept- 
able to God as loving him j yea, we cannot love 
God if we do not love our neighbour — ^for John 
fays, ift Epift. iv. 20, " If a man fay, I love God, 
*^ and hatcth his brother, he is a liar j for he who 
*' loveth not his brother whom he hath feen, how 
*« can he love God whom he hath not feen ? And 
** this commandment have we from him, that he 
*^ who loveth God love his brother alfo." 

Thus every wife many every man who is taught . 
of God (for fuch only are wife) will offer unto 
the Lord, goldy frankincenfiy and myrrh \ or lovey 
faith y and charity i or goodnefs, truth, and obedience. 

Now 
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Now chdc are faid to be tfai5 trcafiircsj i^^icfi 
thefc wife men brought with thenito Jerufalcm, 
and ofiered unto the Lord. May I not aflc you, 
my good friends. Is there any treafure in heaven or 
earth equal to diis ? — What is all the wealth of 
kingdoms, the gold of the Indies, or the honors df 
the world, in comparifon with thefe? Why they are 
lefs than nothing, and vanfty. If you'poffefs thk 
treafure, you are ficb wftfe^/ though you* earned 
your bread by the fweat of your brow, and flept bh 
beds of ftraw. But, without this, if yott called 
kingdoms your own, and histd a thoufand vaffals fn 
your train, you would bef poor, wretched, and 
miferable. . i : . . 

Now be it obferved, that thefe treafures wert 
brou^t with the wife men to Jerufaldrri, andoffer- 

% ed to the Lord : — and what doth diiis-circumftance 
teach us ? Why a very important and pleafing Idf- 
fon ! If we are real cbriftians, poffeffed of this di-^ 
vine treafure, where are we traveHing?" What 
journey are we taking ? Why we ar6 going to -/«- 
rufalem, the city and kingdom of the Lord our God. 
And what w31 recommend us to the divine fiivor, or 
give us admittance into the holy- city, when the 
journey of tife is over ? Not a mere- fr$feffim of 
religion, or faying, Ijn-d! Lordi^bafye^-mt ix^ fro- 
fbejied in tby name ; and in tby nbfne done many 'mon- 

. derfulwcrks? but rather, the pofleffionof this gold, 
frankmcenfe, and myrrh; or that we have lived in 
true love to God, feith in his holy word, and fin- 
cere obedience to- his heavenly commandments. — 

Let 
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Let as but appear before the Lord; and lay this 
trea&re ic his feec, and we ihall find a hearty weK 
come into his bleffed kingdom ; with, a ** .Well 
<^ done, thou good ai)d faithftil fervant, thou haft 
** been . Eidiful over a few drings ; I will make 
** thee ruler over many: enter thou into the joy 
« of diy Lord !" 

I now appeal to you, my fellow chriftians ; can 
any thing lejs than this conftitute us real chriftians, 
the difciples of Jefus Chrift ? You know nothing 
lefs can ! Can it be truly faid, that we are wife 
men, or women, if we have not this treafure ? — 
Is it any proof of true wifdom, to acquire the plea- 
fures, riches, and honors of this prefent life; and at 
the fame time remain ignorant of thefc true riches, 
this heavenly treafure ? — Our reafon convinces us 
which are to be preferred ; which will do us the 
moft good, and be the moft lafting. 

What remains, then, but that we apply to the 
Lord, give up all the powers of our fouls to him, ^ 
that we niay be filled with his love, direfted by ^# 
his truth, and thus be enabled to love him, be- 
lieve on his name, love our neighbour as our- 
feives, and fiiithfuUy keep his commandments,— ■ 
Then our journey through life will be pleafant, 
ufefu], and happy. We Ihall be preparing /br, 
and ready to enter intOy the eternal kingdom above. 
When we are called away by death, and appear 
before the Lord in judgment, we Ihall be enabled 
to prefent unto him this imjaluahle and acceptable 

offering ; 
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bfieriog; namely, a life of hve^ faitby and dbi^ 
SgBCd'-'^t galdj the frankincenfc^ and the n^rrb. 
And> with inexpfeffible joy and rapture^ we (hall 
be admitted into the New Jerufalem above, with 
a ^^ Well done I thm good and faithful Jcroant\ 
" enter tbou into tbe joy of thy Lord T' 
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HUMILITY RECOMMENDED; 

THE PROUD ABASED, AND THE HUMBLE EXALTED. 



Matt, xxiii. is. 



And whofoeter (hall exah hlmfelf, fhall be abafed ; and he that fhall 
hvmbje hkaCdf, ftM be exalted. 



SeLF-EXALTATION is the child of 
SBLF-LOVE : it is a di^ofition oppofite to the good 
of mankind, the glory of God, and the happinefe 
of our own fouls; but fuch is the depravity of 
human nature, that every man inherits fuch a 
principle— 'is prone to the indulgence of it j it does 
not eafily receive its death wound, and even then 
it lingers long before it dies. There is a ftrong 
propenfity in every man to be great and honored ; 
we naturally think highly of ourfelves, over-rate 
our own qualificadons, and judge too meanly of 

C others. 
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others. Evert in common life, the porter may 
think himfelf as great as a lord ; the beggar ftrut 
in his rags, and judge that he ought to have been 
a prince. 

This fpirit oi /elf -love and exaltation, lifts up its 
head in the religious world, ftalks along wich 
fupercilious pride in the church of God ; and too 
frequently renders itfelf confpicuous in thofe per- 
fons who ought to be the moft humble. 

The account we have of the chriftian church 
in its earlieft days, even while the Lord Jefus was 
among them, Ihews us how^this fpirit prevailed — 
the apoftles were too much under its influence— 
they wanted rule and dominion, and thirfled to be 
the greateft in his kingdom. But our Lord fre- 
quendy checked their afpiring minds, and taught 
them lefTons to humble their pride : he convinced 
them ih2X. Jelf4oveii the greateft epemy to real 
h^ppintis—felf-exaltation to true, honor — and that 
the way to be great is to be humble. 

Thefe lefTons, however contrary to the depraved 
mind of man, are the inftruftions of confummate 
wifdom and love, and happy is that man who 
learns and obeys them. Therefore my freedom 
and plainnefs will not offend my audience, if I ear- 
neftly intreat you all to ferioufly confider the im- 
port of our text, weigh its importance, and regu- 
late your hearts and your lives by its inftruftions. 
If I know my real deftre, my true motive in all my 
labors among you, it is that every one of my 

hearers> 
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hjcsLceri, whether poor or ricby learned or unlearned^ 
of v^hatever profeffion or denominatimy may be truly 
greats honorable, and happy, in the favor and king-- 
dom of our one Lord God and Saviour Jeius GhrifL 

I fee the abfolute neceflity of regarding and lov- 
ing cbriftians of all parties alike. Our univerfal 
Parent and God is no rcfpefter of perfons j every 
man and woman who loves him and obeys him^ 
according to the light they have, are bis favorites^ 
bis people^ and bis children 5 be loves tbem, be ^- 
hgbfs to bonor tbem : and Jhall /, Jhdll any of us^ 
JbeKv diflike^ enmity ^ and difaffeSioH to a brother, a 
^Jler, a fellow-cbriftian, becaufe their opinion, their 
judgment, or their profeffion, differ from ours ?— ^ 
God forbid! Have we all the fame education^ 
connexions, or advantages ? ^o. Perhaps that man 
who differs from nte the moji widely in judgment, 
may be as hrfuperior to me in goodnefs of beart and 
life, as an angel is fuperior to himfelf. And (hall I 
indulge enmity and difaffeflion to him ? Shall I not 
rather efteem and value him ? — O, firs ! I ardently 
wifh this narrow, contraSedi, uncbriflian Ipirit, wcie 
banifhed out of the world. 

Suppofe a parent has fix, eighty or ten children^ 
are they not of different difpofitions, opinions, and 
purfuits ? — but tell me which of them the feeling, 
the tender parent does not love. Does he bear 
enmity and difaffeSion towards them ? No. And 
does Aot our kind indulgent heavenly parent love all 
bis children ? Are they not all our brethren ? heirs 
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of ihe &me Icii^om ? And^ as real children of 
God, mre 'we not all to live togedier in that hroc 
kingdom &r cvtri Will ibene be iany ill--iHuU^ ha- 
tred^ or dtCunion there? Witt they not all love one 
another with a pure heart femrently, as they love 
thcm&lves ? Why then ihould we not love each 
other here, live in union^ and do each other aU 
pofllbk good ? 

Si^qHife these isa tnediodifl^ and he is a good 
nran in heart and lifej fuppofe there is a -baptift, 
and he is an upright good tnan ; ftippofe there is 
an independent;! there is a quaker, there is a pref- 
l^ttrim, aod thefe is a mendber of the church df 
£nglan4» ^nd each of thdc in real goodae& of 
h»iitand life> men of piety and love — ^teUmevAuch 
of thefe am I to ba^f vfhxdx of them am I to 
hear.di&Sei&iQn to? ivhich ^of them am I not to 
low? — The {language of reafoGb '^ ^^ord «of ^ru th» 
thfc voice of Jehovalh* the 'heart ^ Jefiis^ fays, 
liOVE IPKEM AI4L. 

N0W9 (my chriftian hearers, I appeal to you^ is 
not this love the t£imce of religion ? Can we be the 
children of our heavenly fl?ather if we ido mot cul- 
tivaie it ?— ^Then let us all fet the exaipple ! Let 
w begin to l$vii not .in word only^ but in deed and 
in truth. Let us fey afide the p^mtud foSfarian 
Jpkity and Mnk likemen^ 0^ Jit» cbriftims^ ioev^ Hhc 

Bflffls. 

You win pardon this aj^parent digreOiOB, my 
chriftian fniends i it arofe from my earneft defire 

that 
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that all divificsv and dHaflfedbioit among chniHans 
may taocalljir cea(e» and univerial liar0ian)f>^ peace» 
and love prerail. Aiid co that ardent defire I may 
add my rciy fanguine hopes^ thaiC difmrd and hatred^ 
thoie infernal demons^ arc taking their ilighc from 
tl^ prefence of peace and love*^ thoie. c^lefliQi vifir- 
tants^ who are now defeending fromi the hsavena 
to dwett widi men ag^n ; hbfs with thdr benigfi 
influeoce the church of the Loiidi^ and naake all 
chriftians haf^ in thefe laft da]^» ftut to proceed 
to our text — << And wbofoev^ fliall exalt hitofel^ 
'' fhall be abaied i and h^ that fliaU humble him* 
r< &lf, fliali be exalj»»l." 

And firfii^ We will conftder the nature (f this evU^ 
Jfi^-e^ltatiBn}, in what manner it is manifefiedy 
and bcmjiicb a ferJbnJhaU be aii^ed^ 

Secotidfyj ^he nature cf tbei oppq/ttt virtue^ buemliiy^ % 
m wbut manner it sr nianifefiei\ and ham JkA 
a ferjm jhaU be exalted. 

Thirdly^ Conclude with a few inferences. 

And fkil, we have obferved that /Hf-^itakatim is 
the child oiJsIf^Jbve, aod fetf-love is oppofite to the 
. love of God and ou? neighbour » confequontly it k 
a moft dangerous and infernal prineiple-«<uid where 
this principfe f e^gns^ that man hath nocbing fo. m«ich 
fit his view as Je1f^xdtaiiM\ and wtiedker he be 
confidered in civil or religious fife, Ims one end is to 
cxs^ htmfel£ In civil life you witt fee fucb a per- 
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fon prcuJy haughty y corijequential \ — ^his manner y ad-^ 
drejyy and bthavioury all indicate that the demon of 
Jelf'love has crcfted a throne in his heart. If he be 
rich, his wealth only ferves to increafe his pride, 
feed his vanity, and add to his donfequence— the 
more he poflefles, the more is he puflfed up with 
conceit and felf-love. If in temporal honor and 
dignity, he fuppofes fuch honor and dignity arc all 
his own, and do not belong to the office itfelf ; the 
love of felf perfuades him he is qualified for the 
higheft and moft important office, and the love of 
dominion prompts him to afpire after it. But in 
all this there is no good principle, no defire for ufe- 
fulnefs, no laudable motive — therefore, whofbever 
thus exalts himfelf, fhall be abafed. But as our 
text more particularly applies to what is fpritual^ 
or of a religious nature, we will confider the fub- 
jeft in that view; for fclf-lovc and exaltation are 
but too vifible in the church in chriftian commu- 
nities. That this was the pharifees ruling principle 
is very evident i their religion was all bypocrify^ 
and that hypocrify was put on for the fake of exal- 
tation :-^they loved the praife of men, had a very 
high opinion of themfelves ; the uppermoft rooms 
at feafts, higheft feat in the fynagogue, greetings 
in the market-pljice they were fond of i all their 
fandtity, external righteoufnefs, and pretended vir- 
tue, were aflumed for the fake of honor, praife:^ 
exaltation. Thefe were tfie idols to which they 
bowed the knee?— the gods they devoutly woribip- 

ped, 
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pcd. The -devil held out the pleafing bait, " All 
*^ dicfe honors will I give you, if ye will fall down 
'^ and worfiiip me." Charmed with the offer, 
they Accepted the propolal j worftiipped the devil 
for a puff of praife ; and, for the empty honor of a 
moment, plunged their fouls into everlafting con- 
tempt and fhame. 

But again, Self-exaltation difcovers itfelf in many 
by pretenfions to learnings fuperior wifdomy under^ 
ft^mdmgy and knowledge. How many are there who 
judge themfelves intitlcd to honor, dignity, and 
rule in the church, through a vain imagination 
that they are more learned than others ; that they 
poffels fuperior wifdom, are better acquainted with 
reli^on, with the bible, the dodrines and truths 
of it, and more qualified to injiruil, rule, and go-^ 
vem. And if they are not. exalted to that emi- 
nence their fuppofed abilities merit, they think 
they are ill-treated, and are highly offended. If 
they ARE. fo exalted, they are proud, haughty, over- 
bearing J the pinnacle they ftand upon is much too 
high for their weak brains — ^they grow giddy with 
the elevation — tktix folly proves the deranged ftatc 
of their intellefts — they fall down from the pinnacle 
of honor — and the multitude, which juft before 
fhojLJted their praife, look down upon them with 
contempt and fcorn. 

Others there are who poffels gifts and qualifica- 
tions which might make them abundandy ufeful, 
and highly honorable ; and who, ncverthelefs, from 
c 4 felf-lovey 
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Jelf^Uvey a dcfirc to be eocaited, and a proud conceit 
of their own abilitiesy totally defeat their own inten-r 
tions I never rife to that dignified ftate their owq 
talents might have led them ; but fink into obfcu* 
rity and difhopori merely by their owii pride and 
imprudence. But fuppofe this (hould not be the 
cafe^ and they fhould really obtain the exaltation 
defired ; yet we fhall find it will laft but a day, and 
]bc fuccecded by eternal dilgrace, if ^^-/wf, or 
Jcve of domimon^ be at the bottom. For our divine 
Lord fays, '^ Whofoever fhall exalt himfelf, Jball 
^^beabafed:' 

Which leads jme to drop a few words upon thi3 
part of the fubjeA : the obvious meaning of which 
words appear to be this, viz. Whofoever lives under 
the influence of fclf-love, and love of dommion, id 
Ibnd of exaltadon and honor as the gradfications of 
fuch love, and has this only end in view, that is^ 
the aggrandizement of himfelf^fuch a man will 
affuredly fink into deferved Jbame and coniempt.—^ 
The principle from which he ads being of the 
meanefl kind, his motives vile, and his affedions 
infernal i he muft, therefore, when flapped of all 
di%uife, appear in his own proper char^der, and 
meet the dilaj^intmait, reproach;, and fhame, in- 
feparably conncfted with fuch a mean and unr 
worthy mind, 

He has not confidered that he was bom for others^^ 
and not for himfelf alone ; he has not fought the 
good of his neighbour and the gbry of God in all 

his 
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}us efforts towards exaltation ; bnt led by the impullc 
of ielf-love, has neither regarded the glory of God, 
or the good of mankind ; all his aim has been to 
jcxalt himfdf, and could that end be obtained, he (like 
the unjuft judge) neither feared God nor regarded 
fnan. Such a man, and fuch a life, can meet with 
nothing lefs than everlafting fhame, contempt, and 
forrow. 

But to relieve the mind from this unpleafirig 
pifture of htiman depravity, we will enter upon the 
counter-part, viz. the nature of the oppofite virtue, 
bumility ; in what mknncr it is manifefted, and how 
fuch a perfon fhall be exalted. " He that fhall 
^ humble himfelf, fhall be exalted." By true humi- 
lity we arc not to underftand a meanj dajiardly^ low 
fnindi but rather a great and noble mind. For true 
greatnefs conf^fts in a juft knowledge of ourfclves, 
of our dependence upon the Divine Being, our con- 
nexions with m*ankind, and that line of conduct we 
are to obferve in life : and fuch knowledge is efiential 
to humility^ By knowing ourfelves, I mean, to 
know what we are as men j that we are mere or- 
gans receptive of life from the Lord; that in 
ourfclves we are nothing but mere evil ; that our 
whole dependence is upon the love, wiCiom, and 
mercy of our heavenly Father; for whatever we 
enjoy in this life, or that which is to come. And to 
Jcnow our connexion with mankind is to underftand 
that we are not to live for felf only, but for the good 
of others J that one man cannot live without another; 

that 
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that we are defigned to be of ufe each to other; and 
that our own happincfc depends upon fo being. 
And, therefore, that there is a certain line of condudt 
we are to obferve, firft, in relpeft to God; and 
next, in refpeft to our neighbour, or mankind. And 
then we fhall fee it is impoflible tq purfue that con- 
dudt, or adt in our place, without humility. 
» Firft, In relpeft to the Divine Being. As we are 
in ourfelves mere evily by having averted our minds 
from the Lord, violated his laws, and become fen- 
fual and vile ; and as our God is a Being of perfedl: 
holinefs, truth, and purity, we muft fee the neceffity 
of being humble before him. Pride is the oflfspring 
of ignorance, but humility is the child of wifdom! 
Men have conceived an idea that they are independent 
both of God and man: whenonce arrived to 
maturity they imagine themfelves their own matters, 
nor dream of dependence upon another. But wif- 
dom teaches a different lefTon — reafon and fcripturc 
convince us that we are never independent. Our 
very and effential life, is continued to us every mo- 
ment by influx from the Lord \ and were that influx 
fufpended one fingle fecond, we fhould inftandy ceafe 
to live, or to be men. The foul of man is not life 
in itfclf, but only an organ receptive of life from 
God, who is the fountain of it. Such being our 
dependence upon the Divine Being, it becomes us 
furely to be humble before him ; efpecially when 
we refleft how much we have perverted this life, by 
fenfual delires, evil difpofitions, and a difobedient. 

condudt. 
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condu6i:. So ^vhen the publican returned to his 
God, he ftood afar ofF from the altar, caft down his 
eyes to the ground, bent the trembling knee before 
the Lord, and in the dcepeft humility and contrition 
faid, " God be merciful to me a fmner V* When the 
prodigal awoke from his folly, knew his abandoned 
ftate, and felt his wretchednefs, his language was 
that of humility — " I will arife and go to my father, 
** and I will fay. Father I have finned againft heaven 
^* and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
<^ caUed thy fon j make me as one of thy hired 
** fervants/' 

Now when we confkJer that we receive our life 
continually from the Lord, that we are in ourfelves 
mere evil, that whatever is good or true is fi-om the 
Lord, and that every moment we depend upon him, 
we Ihall fee abundant reafon to be humble, lowly- 
minded, and felf-abafed before him. This humi- 
lity will be manifefted in all dutiful obedience to 
the divine will; ii*. a cheerfiil acquiefcence with 
his holy laws, in a conftant dependence upon his 
goodnefs an4 mprcy, and a (otal refignation to 
his pleafurct 

A>gain, the man of wifdom, the man who is 
taught of God, will be convinced that he is not to 
live (ov/elf only, but for the good of others ; that 
one man cannot live without another j that we are 
defigned to be of ufe each to others and that our 
happineis depends upon fo being. Hence will be 
fuggcftcd tQ the mind, a certain line of condudt 

which 
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which muft be obfcrved for mutual good and kap* 
pincis i a conduft which ftands at the utmoft diftance 
from pride, high-mindednefs, fclf-lavc, and lore of 
dominion; and whkrh confifts in humility^ charity ^ 
eondefcenjion, and gt>&d will. With this man, it will 
not be, whojball be thegreatefi^ the mofk exalfed, and 
honored I but who ihall be the molt kind^ lovingy 
and ufefid. In all his conduft you wiil fee a Ipirit of 
humility, charity, and nieeknels. The honor he 
afpires after is to do good, to be ufefd, to benefit 
and make happy his neighbour to the utmoft of hi^ 
power. And under the influence of this di^fition^ 
he will do jufticc, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with his God. 

But to proceed. Our divine Lord lay^ " he 
f * that fhall humble himfelf, fhall be exalted" This 
exaltation implies much more than can be noticed 
now. Suffice it to obferve, that this exaltation is 
interior iff iritualy heavenly^ and eternal. The humble, 
lowly mind,, enjoys an exaltation of foul infinitely 
fuperior to all the greatnefs, honor, and dignity this 
world can boaft, or give: for he rifcs above that 
Jordidy cvily and infernal life, in which pride, ignorance, 
and folly had funk him. His aflxiftions arc no 
longer placed upon objeds mean^ viJe, and degrad- 
ing; his underftanding, no longer the dupe of 
%norance, folly, and vanity; nor the noble faculties 
of his mind devoted to fenfoality, dtfiipadoA, and 
vice. His will is exalted to goodncfs, his undcr- 
ilaadiog to truth, his afFedioos to God> his omdufi: 

to 



y Google 



OK HUMILIXy. 29 

to pefy^ rdigiMy and virtue i and the whole man to 
B .heavenly ftate of peace, tranquility, and bliis. 
The goody the bumtle mindy is no longer a natural^ 
fenfual, earthly man ; he is beooiTie ipiritual, pure> 
and heavenly. He is elevated into a ipiritual and 
divine fphere of love, charity, and goodncfs i has 
commumon with angels, and conjuodlion with his 
God« His hunulity requeued to be only a £brvanc 
ill the Lord's houfe i but mercy and love divine 
Jaave ma^ him a ii^ti. As he (unk in his ownefti* 
raaaon, he rofe in the divine favor 3 and by dying 
to pride, felf-love, and love of dominion, he arofc 
to the life of heaven, the love of God, true charity, 
dod celeftial honor. 

Tihe esak^tion of which our Lord here l|)eaks is 
jnternal, ipiriitua], and divine. It is no leis than 
raifing the man from the loweft and moft awful date 
4>f fhame, fin, -death, and infernal wretchednefs, to 
glory^ furityy life, and heaven. It is elevating the 
whole mind into the image and likene/s of God; to 
make him angeUc in all his powers ; a pure ipotlefs 
form of love and wi0om ; an inhabitant of the 
celeftial world; where Jehovah himfelfrefides, and 
where glory yhmory immortality y and joy for ever reign. 

But we will conclude with a few inferences. 

Firft, then we may infer from what has been faid, 
that felf-exaltation is the high road to fliame, con- 
tempt, and woe. Lcrt us avoid this dangerous evil; 
by ferioufly rcfleding on its consequences j by con- 

fidering 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



30 . osr HUMiLiry. 

fidcring we are in ourfelvcs nothing but evil; and. 
that whatever is good, true, amiable, and ufeful, is 
from the Lord alone. But, 

Secondly, Let us confider, that true htimility 
arifes from a knowledge of ourfelves, our dependence 
upon God, and our connexion with each other; 
therefore, be it our care to obtain that knowledge* 
When we know ourfelves aright, we (hall fee nothing 
to feed our pride j when we know our dependence 
upon the Lord for life, well-bein^, redemption^ 
and happinefs, we ftiall fink at his feet in profound 
humility and reverence ; and when we underftand 
our connexion with others, that we are, as it were, 
one family ; that each one has his particular place 
in the fcale of exiftence j and that much of our 
happinefe depends upon our adbing in that place for 
the good of the whole; we (hall then fee that felf-love, 
lelf-exaltation, and pride, belong not to man : but 
that kve to God, charity to many and true humility ^ are 
cffential to our happinefs, honor, and glory, both in 
this world and that which is to come. 

Let us then all walk in love, humility, meeknefs, 
and charity; cultivate thefe divine virtues; and 
endeavour to make each other as happy as we wifh 
to be ourfelves; and then leave our own honor, 
exaltation, and happinefs, to our kind and faithful 
God, who faith, ." he that humbleth himfclf, Jhall be 
« exalted/* 

His word is true\ and thus living, we Ihall fbon 
arifc to that ftate of honor, glory, and happinefs, in 

the 
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the eternal world, which our eyes have not yet fecn, 
our ears heard, or our hearts conceived. But which 
will afluredly be given to all the humble followers, 
the faithful difciplcs of the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

To whom be glory and dominion, for. ever 
and ever. Amen. 



SERMON 
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SELF-LOVE RELINQUISHED; 

OR, 

EVIL PRINCIPLES RENOUNCED FOR THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN'S SAKE. 



LvKE xviii. 22, 23, 

Now wben Jefus heard thefe things, he faid unto him. Yet lackeft thov 
one thing $ fell all that thou haft, and diftribute unto the poor, and 
thou flialt have treafure in heaven : and come, follow me. And 
when he heard this, he was very fonowiul— for he was very rich. 



JlTAD we a true knowledge of the facred 
fcriptures in their internal fpiritual fenfe, it would 
obviate many difagreeable ideas^ which profeiling 
chriftians have conceived -, it would fet religion in 
its true heavenly light; and captivate the minds of 
men to goodneis> piety, and virtue. But mankind 
having, for many ages, confidered the holy word 
in a liberal point of view cnfy^ they have formed 
the moft extravagant opinions, and reprefented re-. 
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£gion in a light the moft unfieafantj for biddings and 
fnelancholly-. The zealots of our day would per- 
fuade you^ that the language of the gofpel, and the 
nature of chriftianity are fuch, that the man of 
affluent circut^fiancesy of competent fortune^ who poA 
fefles a few hundreds or thoufands per year, cannot 
poffibly go to heaven — ^unlefs a moft extraordinary 
miracle is wrought in his favon 

If you afk them, upon what ground they form art 
opinion fo contrafted and uncharitable, they will urge 
the words of our Lord a litde below our text, viz^ 
" that it is eafier for a camel to go through the eye 
*^ of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
" kingdom of God." Now, as it is impoffible in 
the nature of things for a camel to pais through 
a needle's eye ; lb they imagine it is equally impoffi- 
ble for a man of temporal wealth to enter into 
heaven. And yet I am perfuaded, not onepf thefe 
zealots in religion would have the leaft obje6tion to 
a few thoufands per year, if they could obtain them^ 
Nay, I query whether they are quite ealy and con- 
tented in their own low and humble line of life; 
although they have, in their own opinion, a much 
greater profpeft and chance of going to heaven 
than their wealthy neighbour. 

Now, if it be aAually true that the rich and af- 
fluent have fb little chance of being happy, in another 
life ; if it be next to impoffible that they fhould be 
fo I their ftate is certainly the leaft to be envied, and 
the moft pitied^ of any other in human life^ But is 
D there 
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there nofc a maniieft abfurdity upon the face of this 
iemiment ? Can we iuppofe that a man, born to the 
poflfcfiion of iai^ e{l:ates> is born to inevitable mifery 
and ruin ? or that a man. who has, by honeft induf- 
try, acquired thou&nds of gold and filver, has alfo 
acquired a cell in the mfernal regions, dark and dif- 
mal, in proportion to the value of his gold ? How 
much is it to be lamented that the holy word of the 
God of Love Ihould be thus proftituted and perverted, 
to eftftbiifh and confirm the moft illiberal fentimenti 
an idea fo mesn and irrational. And when men of 
fortuiie and wealth are told by religious teachers, by 
chrifttan minifters, that in order to be truly religious 
and folidly happy in heaven, they muft make a fa-» 
orifice of their property, and become be^ars ; is it 
any wonder that they go away dilgufted — conceive 
an unfavourable opinion of chriftianity — and even 
think hard of its author ? 

I am |>erfaaded, one principal realbn why ib few 
of the rich and polite^.the learned and wealthy, are 
truly ichriftiaii in heart and life, is, that the religion 
of the bible is reprefented in fo difagreeaMey gloomy , 
and forbidding a light, that it has no grandeur to en- 
gage^ oor charms to captivate their minds. More- 
over, as men are funk into much depravity of heart, 
and their affeftions too much placed i:q)on what is 
evil i fo the tmd&ftandihg is perverted and darkened 
by tradition, faUe-dodrine, and errors infomuch 
that religion is feen through an inverted, or faUe 
mirror — ^and Ihe appears rather as an objed of dread, 

difguft. 
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difgufl, and terror, than as the moft defiraUe^ beau- 
tiful, and lovely of aU fcrms 'Oobatever. 

But the time is come for the removal of all thefe 
falfe appearances — to expel the haggard phantom, 
which, under the name of religion, has long deceived 
mankind i and to reprefent true cbriftianify, genuine 
pietyj the life Bf heaven^ in all its divine charms, 
excelknccy and beauty. The internal Ipiritual fenfe 
of the holy word, which is the foundation of all 
religion and virtue, is now opened to the underftand^ 
ings of men ; and as we enter mto the knowledge 
thereof, we (hall form juji notions of the Divine Being, 
have the moft animating views of his love, wifdom, 
and perfections ; fee pure chriftianityin its own native 
form, and be conflrained to goodnefs of heart and 
life by the plcafure, honor, and happinels which 
infcperably attend it. 

Suppofe I were to fay to the more wealthy part 
of my prefent audience, that you muft relinquiflx 
all your property, fell all that you have, give it away 
to the poor, and become beggars yourfelves— ^to live 
upon the fcanty boon of frozen charity. And fup- 
pofe I could prove all this by the fcriptures — would 
you not, like the ruler of the Jews, go away very 
forrowful ? Would you not wonder that the kind 
benevolent God, who had given you all* your fub- 
ftance, Ihould require you to give it all away and 
enjoy it no more ? Would you know how to account 
for die will of the Divine Being, upon any principles 
of love, goodnefs, and mercy ? It Ihould feem not. 
D 2 Yea, 
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Yea, rather, would it not create in you a very uri* 
favourable idea of your Godj and caufe you to 
dread his power, rather than love his name ? 

Is it poflible, then, that the Divine Being, who 
freely gives us every temporal and Ipiritual bleffing 
to enjoy, can make the lofs and deprivation of all 
our temporal bleffings, ejfential to our becoming fit 
fubjeds for his heavenly kingdom ? It cannot be; 
and God forbid that we fhould ever entertain fuch 
an idea of our kindy lovingy benevolent Friend and Fa- 
ther ! But, it may be aflced by fome. Did not this 
ruler imagine that the Lord meant, he mud give up 
all his earthly riches, and diftribute them to the poor ? 
becaufe it is faid, he was very forrowful, in confe- 
quence of his being very rich ? That his might fo 
conceive is very probable, as he was merely an ex- 
ternal mmd ; and our Lord always addrefled men 
according to their ftates. But that it was really 
neceflary for him literally to fell and give away all 
that he had, is contrary to reafon, to fcripture, and 
the order of Divine Providence. 

Let us, then, confider what is the true fpj^itual 
import of our text. 

And firft. What are we to undcrftand by thefe 
words. Jell all that tbcu baft? It appears that this 
ruler was a man of decent ^ moral life i yet this life 
had not its ground in a fpiritual principle, but in a 
natural one. He was under the influence of felf-love, 
and love of the world, or covetouCiefs. With all 
his pretended virtue, or regard to divine laws, he 

. . bowed 
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bowed his knee at the golden Ihrine, loved himftlf 
above all Qthers, and ftretched not forth the be- 
nevolent hand of charity to the fbns of poverty, 
want, and woe. He had, therefore, much /elf -love, 
covet oiifne/Sy and pride. His virtue might have a 
^ecious external appearance, but within it was ««- 
j!nind, deftitute of zjpiritual principle, and in no 
vrift genuine and good. Go, therefore, faith the heart- 
iearching, all-knowing Lord, znA/ell all thai thou 
haft. Give up thy love of/elf relinquijh thy covetous 
defireSy renounce thy pride^ and exchange thy apparent 
external virtue, for internal and genuine goodnefs. 

Thefe were the things he was ordered to fell ; 
becauie they arc all incompatible with, and ftand 
oppofed to the heavenly life, and eternal happinefs. 
A man whofe ruling principle is the love of felf, is 
vtry fir from the kingdom of God; becaufe that 
love is direftly oppofite to the love which prevails 
in the heavenly kingdom. And covetoufncfs, or the 
love of money, is idolatry. While, therefore, a man 
is under the influence of fuch principles, he can have 
no genuine virtue or goodnefs, inafmuch as it is all 
contaminated by thofe fordid and evil principles. 
Thefe, then, are the things which our Lord ordered 
the ruler to fell, or give up. And then. 

Secondly, Diftribute to the poor. But who or 
what are we to underftand by the poor ? Why, firs, 
v^hile a man is under the influence of the principles 
above-named, governed by felf-love^ covetoufnefs, love 
ef the world, &c. he himjelf is in the moffc abjeft 
D 3 poverty. 
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poverty, although he poflefieth millions of gold and 
filver. His underftanding is in darknefs, error, and 
dehifion -, his will is corrupted and debafed ; his af^ 
feAions are placed upon unfubftantialj unfatisfyingj 
and empty things ; his life is become evil i and he is 
fallen among thieves, who have robbed him of aU 
true riches, wounded him, left him Yai£ dead, and 
expofed to want, wretchednefs, and ruin. And we 
may apply the words of our Lord in the Rev, iii* 
17, 18, to fuch a perlbn " Thou fayeft, I am rich, 
'' and encreafed with goods, and have need of 
^< nothing ; and knowefl not that thou art wretched, 
^ and miferable, and poor^ and blind, and naked. I 
*' counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, 
<« that thou mayefl be rich j and white raiment, that 
^ thou mayeft be cbthed, and that the fhame of thy 
'< nakednefs do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
^* with eye falve, that thou mayeft fee." 

Now, when a man is di^fed to fell all that he 
hath, to give up his felf-love, love of the world, 
covetouihefs, his own propriety ; he. is then prepared 
to receive thefe heavenly and true riches ; and thus 
he diftributes to the poor; his poor blind underftand- 
ing is illuminated by divine truth, filled with hea- 
venly wifciom, his impoveriihed will is turned to the 
Lord, and repleniihed with heavenly ictvei the mind 
which was governed by the worft of principles, is 
now under the infiueoce of love to God, and charity 
to man -, the life that was before earthly, fenfual, and 
f vil, becomes heavenly, fpiritual, and good. And. 

thus 
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ehus the poor mind is mftde rieh, the hUAgry foul 13 
&d> die fickly afTedtions trc healedi die imprifoned 
powers of ndan are kt free; and the internal and 
external life are brought into divine order. > 

It is added in our text, '^ and thou ihalt have 
*« treafure in heaven." By heaven, as I have before 
noticed, the nnind of a r^hewtdy or good man, is fre- 
quendy fignified ; becaufe a regenerate man is aa 
image, or form of heaven. The meaning, therefore, 
is, when thou hail fold all that thou haft, thy felf- 
love, thy own propriety, thy evil principles, and life; 
thou (halt then enjoy frue riches, heavenly treajures. 
Which for the lake of brevity may be comprehended 
under two words, viz. wydom and love, or tru$b and 
goodnefs.^ For as the ynderftanding and the will 
conftrtute the whole man, fo the greateft poflible 
treafure the underftanding can enjoy, is divine wif-- 
dom or truth ; which confifts in a right knowledge 
of God, of his holy word^ of ourfclves, of fpiritual 
things, and of heaven. 

As we all know we are to live here but a little 
whilt, but m the other world for ever and ever -, fo 
we mwft be convioced that the truiji and bigheji 
wi£iom, is to know what relates to our fouls happi- 
nefs and our eternal ftate. And this wifdom can 
only be obtained by divine influx from the Lordi 
through his word. And the greateft poffible treasure 
the will can enjoy, is divine Uyve or goodne/s ; becaufe 
the divine love of the Lord is the fource of all 
hap|^€& and felicity. It is true that the divine love 
D 4 of 
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of the Lord, is ever manifcfted towards us^ whatever 
may be our ftate or life ; but then we do not enjoy 
itj and reap the unfpeakaUe benefits thereof^ until 
we give up all our will and affedions to the Lord i 
loving him above all things, with all the heart, foul, 
mind, and ftrength. Then the mind is open to, and 
receptive of the divine influx of love and goodneis, 
in all its beatitudes and delights ; and admitting this 
divine love and wifdom into ouf minds, we become 
good md wife our/elves: love to God, and charity to 
man, is the principle from which we think, fpeak, 
and a£fc.'<^-all evil is hated and forfaken; and we have 
Ireafure in heaven. That is, we have in the foul, all 
the blefled fruits of love and wifdom, goodnefs and 
truth : heaven itfelf is formed within, and all the 
beatitudes of that eternal world, are ipringing up 
in our fouls. 

The next advice our Lord gives the ruler, is, 
*' and come, follow me.** As every word our blefled 
teacher delivered was in divine order, fo a beautiful 
order appears in this text — ift, he muft fell all that 
he has-^2dly, difl:ribute to the poor-^3dly, have 
ti-eaiure in heaven — and 4thly, follow his. Lord. 
The order of our regeneration, our heavenly life, 
and our final happinefs, is feen in thefe words. The 
firft ftep is to give up, and depart from all that is 
evil, in heart and life ; the fbcond, to turn the mind 
to the hqrd ; the third, is to receive the heavenly 
trea&res of love and wifdom into the will and un- 
der^hnding ; and then to follow the Lord, by an 

tinreferved 
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Cinreferved obedience to his holy laws ! for by fol- 
lowing him is meant> to imitate his example, to do 
his will. This, then, is the order of our regenera- 
tion 5 to depart from all known evil, whatever thofe 
evils may be, as they are fins againft God our Father^ 
Redeemer, and Saviour 1 to turn the mind to the 
Lord for inftruftion and wifdom ; to receive the 
heavenly treafures of love, goodnefs, and truth ; and 
then, to fdlow him in faithful obedience to his holy 
will and laws, will be eafy and pleafing. 

From what has been faid, firs, I hope it will appear 
plain, what our Lord means when he fays, " It is 
" eafier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
" needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
" dom of God." For I do not conceive there is 
any more difficulty for a man, who pojOTefles from 
one to fifty thoufands per year, to get to heaven, 
than there is for thofe who gain their bread by the 
fweat of their brow. For if there was, what man 
in his fenfes would ftrive to get wealth? What ration- 
al thinking mind would dare to keep it when got- 
ten ? And how is it that a kind and merciful God, 
would give the goods of this life fo liberally as he 
does to thoufands and tens of thoufands ; if the 
pofleffion of them would fo certainly, and dreadfully, 
impede the everlafting happinefs of the poifefTor ? 

But, firs, this is not the cafe; the difficulty does not 
arife from the extent of land we poflfefs, the number 
of hoY^fes we can call our own, or the weight of our 
filver and gold. But when our Lord, fays, " It is 

*' eafier 
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*« eaficr for a camel to pafs through the eye of a 
<^ needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
^' dom of God" — ^He means the. man who is rich 
in his own cfteem ; puffed up with pride, fell of 
fclf-love, and love of dominion ; and who places all 
his happinefs in the enjoyment of what is merely 
natural^ Jenfualy and earthly. 

This is the man who fays of himfelf, he is rich, 
and increafed in goods, and has need of nothing ; 
not knowing that he is poor, and wretched, blind, 
naked, and miferable. And while in that ftate, it 
is impoffible he can enter the kingdom of Gods 
and living, and dying therein, he can never find 
admiflion there. But as to the mere foffeffion of 
temporal wealthy it no more impedes or prevents 
our living in heaven, than poverty prevents it. The 
way to heaven and happinefs is the fame few one 
man as another ; the rich and the great, the poor 
and the mean, have equal accefs to it. 

A principle of felf-love, covetoufnefs, and third 
for dominion, may operate as powerfully in the heart 
of a beggar, as in the mind of a lord* Let not 
thofe who are in low circumft^nces fuppofe, becaufe 
they are fo, that they are more the objects of divine 
favor, and ftand a better chance for heaven, tihan 
the rich. Nor let the wealthy imagine, on the one 
han(^, that they have a fuperiority over the Ivwer 
ilaffes of men, in what concerns their fouls, and 
eternal life j nor, on the other hand, that they ftand 
not an equal chance for heaven, and all its beatitudes. 

It 
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k is an indubitabie truth, that all fouk are of equal 
value vrith Ae Lgid ; and the one thing ncceflary, 
both in the learned and luileamed, the rich and the 
poor> the high and t&e low, is, that pure and hea* 
venly principle from which all true religion mufi: 
arife^ and all real happinefi flow— and that is, love 
TO ooi>, AND CHARITY TO MAN* And I am per- 
fuaded, the rich and wealthy are as fufceptible of this 
princijde, as the poor and needy. Wherever this 
pure love to God and charity to naan is found, that 
perfon, if p&r^ will be contented in his ftate, envy 
not thofe who are more wealthy than himfelf, but 
be as ufeful to all as he pofllbly can, in that humble 
lituation which providence has placed him. If he 
be a man of affluence and wealth, he will cooiider 
bimfelf as the fteward of the Lord, to diipeirfe and 
diffufc the bounties of Divine Providence, to the 
relief and comfort of the poor and wretched. The 
love of God will inipire iiim with a noble^ henevclent 
mind ; charity to man, will prompt him to every 
poiHbk ad; of kindnefs, compalfion, and pity ; and 
wifilom from the Lord, will diredk him to diftribute 
both %iritual and temporal goods with prudence and 
difcretion, to the fons and daughters of want and 
mifery — ^thc hs^lefe children of forrow and woe. 

Let us then endeavor to be properly acquainted 
with the true nature of that religion, which our 
bleffed Lord hath taught us in his word. Let us 
confider, that it is equally adapted to all clafles and 
conditions of men, die high and low, rich and poor, 
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learned and unlearned ; and that the fum and iiib« 
fiance of it isj to know the Lord, love him, keep 
his laws, love one another, and be ufeful to all, as 
far as we have power. Wc have nothing to part 
with, but what is wi/, falfe^ and infernal i wc have 
nothbg to dOi but what is good^ true^ and heavenly ; 
and we have nothing to expedt, but boHory glory^ 
immortality i and unjpeakabk felicity. 

If you are in ftates of indigence and poverty, be 
^(mtented and refigned — ^the Lord will take care of 
you, and blefe you j love hinti, depart from aU evil, 
and keep his commandments — and you will very 
foon have as much riches, honor, and happineis, in 
his eternal kinjgdom, as you can poflibly enjoy. If 
you are rich, wealthy, and great— die to felf-love, 
love of the world, and of dominion; from love to 
God, obey his laws ; from charity to man, difRife 
happmefs all around you ; be &ithful ftewards of 
the blefllngs you have received, whether temporal 
or fpiritual j enjoy the bounties of providence with 
gratitude and thankfulnefs, and be affured you fhall 
foon be raifed to more durable riches, more heavenly 
joys, more exalted honors, and everlafting happineis^ 
pleafure, and glory, in his eternal kingdom. 

To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON IV- 



OUR OWN HEARTS THE RESIDENCE OF 
OUR GREATEST FOES. 



Matt. x. 36* 
And a man*s foes ihall be they of his own houfhold. 



IT is an indubitable truth, that man was 
created to be happy. The God who created him 
is love^ in its effence. He formed man in his own 
image and likenefs ; he came out of his hands 

Cvj and his Maker pronounced him good. — 
hatever proceeds fr<m^ or is the work of the 
Almighty, much refemble its author ; and as he is 
goodnefs itfelf, he can but delight in the happineis 
of every part of his creation j and as man is the 
highcft and nobleft work of God, fo the higheft 
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and moft fublime happinefs muft be defigned for 
him. And whoever fuppofcs that the blefled God 
created nmankind with any other defign than to nnake 
them completely happy, muft have byt very im- 
perfeft notions of the Divine Being. 

But as no rational being can be happy without 
free agency ^ or liberty af cbeice — ^fo man was creat- 
ed with a freedom of mind : and as he was created 
in a natural world, furrounded with natural objefts, 
and endowed with various natural fcnfes, and alfo 
had a will to choofe, and an underftanding to dire6t 
him in that choice, fo he was at liberty either to 
fink beneath the dignified iituaiion in which he 
ftood, or to rife into a more elevated and exalted 
ftate. To ftnk by fenfual gratifications^ or rife by 
mentd endowments^^y fpiritual attainments. 

In this ftate of freedom and liberty which man 
was created (and without which he could not be 
man) he continued not long undefiled. Leaning 
to the Jenfual principle^ he averted himfelf from the 
centre of good, departed from the fountain oibap- 
pinejs and purity y and immerfed himfelf in evil and 
ibrrow. From age to age the children of men 
have become more and more degenerate-— evil has 
abounded and increa&d — the whole nian is totally 
out of divine order, and is become his own moft 
dangerous enemy. This is fo evident that it needs 
no proof by ailment Daily experience evinces, 
that chikiren of all defdiptions, as they advance 
from infancy, difcover difpofitions and tempers 

inimical 
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inimical to their future happinefs and well-being ; 
and none of us need go from our own doors to find 
enemies which would plunge us in ruin. 

It has generally been underftood by the words 
of our text, i. e. " a man's foes fhall be they of 
«* his own houfliold," that our divine Lord means 
our families^ relations^ our parents^ and hrethren^ 
ihall be our foes ; doing all they can to prevent 
our becoming his difciples, and being happy with 
him in heaven. And indeed if this be the Lord's 
meaning, and the preceding vcrfes, as conneftcd 
with this, be taken in this ligbty they feem to re- 
prcfent the Lord himfclf as the real caufe of all 
fuch enmity and oppofition. For the Lord fays^ 
*' I am come to fet a man at variance againft his 
" father, and the daughter againft her mother, and 
*' the daughter-in-law againft her mother-in-law." 
But can any one fiippofe that the Prince of Peace, 
the kind and loving Redeemer, could come into 
the world with defign to do that which the devil 
himfclf has always been doing, and ftill does ?— ^ 
Variance, enmity, hatred, and divifion, are diredlly 
oppofite to the temper, laws, and kingdom of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift; — and therefore in this light the 
words muft not be underftood. 

I know how fome perfons . endeavour to tjualify 
and explain the words. They fay, the Lord docs 
not deiign thefe things fhould take place, but his 
doftrines will eventually have that effe<5t when they 
are cordially received. But I muft aflcrt they will 

not. 
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not, thcjr cannot; for whoever truly receives the 
dodtrines of the Lord Jefus Chrift, will thereby 
experience an increafing affeSliony love^ and regard^ 
for his parents and kindred i he will have no en- 
mity, ill-will, or hatred towards them. But it may 
be faid, that in confequcnce of his believing and 
obeying the truth, his parents and kindred may be 
at variance with him. This, I will admit, may be 
the cafe ; but then it is not the Lord, but the devily or 
their own depraved dilpofitions, which create that 
variance and enmity. Therefore, in the literal fenfe 
of the words, the Lord does not come to fet a man 
at variance with his parents and kindred. No, his 
doctrines and laws teach a very different conduft— 
they breathe nothing but love, charity, good-will^ 
meeknefi, and the like. The real chriftian, the 
truly good man, is at enmity with no one — he loves 
all his fellow-creatures — ^forgives their injuries — ^and 
does good to them who hate him. And although 
you read, in feveral places in the evangelifts, that 2 
man muft forjake, and even hate father and mother, 
fitter and brother, wife and children, for the fake 
of the Lord and his golpel 5 yet I hope you will 
never conclude from thence, that the religion of the 
kind and loving Jefus, teaches you adhially to for- 
fake and hate your near and dear reladons ac- 
cording to the flefh. To form fuch a cbnclufion, 
would be to injure the Lord, and degrade his religion 
beneath that of Mahomed. And I would here juft 
remark, how effentially neceflary it is for us to be 
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acquainted with the internal and fpiritual fenfe of the 
holy word, that fo we may avoid fuch miftakes as 
thefe, and fee the harmony and confiftency of one 
part of the word with another. By a man's foes 
being tfiey of his own houfhold, is generally under- 
ftood, that when a man becomes religious, and is in 
earneft for happinefs and heaven, his family, kindred, 
and acquaintance, will become his enemies -, do all 
they can to diflfuade him from a religious life ; and 
probably commence his perfccutors. That this 
may be the cafe, we muft allow— that it has too 
often been known, we cannot deny, Neverthelefs, 
for the honor of human nature> in a land of religion, 
we would hope the inftances are not many, or fre- 
quent : nor can I by any means admit that this is 
the meaning of our text. Our Lord does not fay 
a man's foes may; but they shall be (or will be) 
they of his own houlhold. It is not a thing that 
may, or may not, be; a mere uncertainty i but it 
ailually will be fo ; and I am affured, when the 
true fenfe of the words are confidered, every ferious 
chriftian now prefent, muft acknowledge the truth 
and certainty of them in his own experience. 

We will, therefore^ attempt to illuftrate the words 
according to their genuine fpiritual meaning; in 
doing which, we will, 

Firft, Conftder what is meant by a man^s bouJhoU. 

Secondly, What are the particular foes of that 
boujhold. 

E thirdly. 
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ThirJfy, In Vifbat r^^s they are Jo. 
Fourthly How they are to he overcome. 
And- fifthly y The ejjential necejity of that viliory, 
in order to our happinejs. 

And firft. We are to Gonfidcr what is meant by 
a man^s houfhold. You will obferve, that the word 
of the Lord is written by correfpondences. Na- 
tural terms and phrafcs are ufed to exprels /piritual 
things. This has been fo frequently proved and 
ilhiftrated, that I need not dwell upon it now. The 
Lord's church is called a vineyard, a houfe, a city> 
&c. becaufe it correfponds to fuch things. The 
good man is called a temple, a branch, a fheep, and 
the like J becaufe of his correlpondencc to fuch 
things. So the mind of man is compared to a hou/e, 
as in Matt. xii. 29, " But if I caft out devils by the 
** ipirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come 
" nigh unto you ; or elfe, how can one enter into a 
" ftrong man's houfe, and Ipoil hb goods, except he 
" firft bind the ftrong man, and then he will fpoil 
♦* his houfe ?'* And in verfes 44 and 45, *' then 
" he faith, I will return into my hou/i from whence 
*' I came out ; and when he is come, he findeth it 
*' fwept and garniflied : then goeth he, and taketh 
" with himfelf feven other ipirits more wicked than 
" himfelf, and th^y enter in and dwell there j and 
*' the laft ftate of that man is worfe than the firft." 

Thus the mind of man is compared to a houfe,. 
becaufe of the correfpondcnce between the one and 

the 
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the other. A houfe being that which contains^ and 
is filed with thofe things which are for the ufe and 
accommodation of man ; fo the mind contains in 
itfelf whatever is conftituent of man — whatever is 
proper to man — all thofe powers, faculties, and 
qualifications, eflfential to man ; and is the fole reci^ 
pient of whatever can make him happy or miferable« 
As, therefore, the mind is thus compared to a bouje^ 
fo whatever is contained therein may properly be 
called its boujhold. And as a man's houfe may be 
ftored with what is ufeful^ or with what is pernicious 
— ^as he may admit friends into it, or enemies — ^fo, 
likewife, may it be as to the mind. And I am per- 
fuaded, an impartial examination will convince tis^ 
that the principal foes to which we are expofed are 
thofe of our own houfhold — thofe which we have 
admitted into the mind, cbofen as our companions^ 
careffed as our friends^ and too long placed our af* 
feiSlions upon. Perhaps we may find fome difficulty 
in a proper difcrimination between our foes and our 
friends, but that difficulty will vanifh away, if we 
take the Lord's word for our guide in the exami- 
nation. And as I do not know any fubjed relativb 
to man, of more importance than this before us^ 
we will endeavor, 

Secondly, To explain what and who are the par-'^ 

ticvdar foes oi a man's own houiholdi 
Firfl, We have before obfcnred^ that man has 
averted himfelf from the Lord^ and is become a 
fallen contaminated finnen Whatever, therefore, 

2 a is 
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is admitted into the mind in confequcncc of fucfe 
fall, that thing is an enemy to the man. And mdced 
there is not a Jingle evil which man has made his 
own, but what is, in the ftrideft fcnfe of the word, 
a foe of his own houfliold j as every evil is an 
enemy to his real happincls. But to enumerate thefe 
is not my prefent defign, neither could that be done 
in one difcourfe. There are certain principles from 
which, as their parents, thefe evils exift; and tboje 
principles are what I mean now to confider. It is 
well known that in every man, fince the fell, there 
is a Jenjualy earthly ^ vile frinciple^ which operates in 
the mind againft all that is good and heavenly ; this 
fenfual principle the moll ancient people called the 
Jerpent^ becaufe, as ferpents live clofe to the earth, 
and eat the duft thereof, io fenfual things are clofely 
connected widi the bodyi zxA Jenjual men live on 
what is corporeal and terreftriaU From this Jenjual 
principle^ this earthly evil diipofition, proceed what 
the apoftle calls the works of the flefli— -as adulteries, 
fornications, uncleanneis, lalcivioufiiefs, idolatry, 
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath^ ftrife, 
feditions, herefics, envyings, murders, drunkennefs, 
Tcvellings, and fuch like. Again, another principle 
in the mind is Jelf-love^ from which pride, covetouC- 
nefs, contempt of others, injuftice, cruelty, and many 
other evils flow. And as thefe evils exift in the 
mirid, and are cherifhed there, fo infernal fpirits who 
are in the love of thofe evils, can aflbciate with us, 
prompt us to indulge in whatever thofe principles 

lead 
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lead to, tempt us to the gratification of every evil 
defire, and thus equally become the foes of our 
own houfhold. 

Permit me to obfcrvc further, that thcfe princi- 
ples, with all their train of evils, not only exift in the 
mind, but become the objefts of our affeSions — we 
love them, they are a part of ourlelves, and become 
our life^ They are as much our own hoiilhold as 
our brethren, our children, our kindred. By our 
afFedtion for them, we are blind to their nature, 
their accurfed defigns, and confequences. If realbn 
exhibits a charge againft them, our afFcftions deny 
the charge — If ferious reflexion whifpers how vile 
they are, our impetuous paffions will not let us hear 
the friendly voice. We are too unwilling to believe 
any thing we love ought to be bated — or any thing 
we have cho/en ought to ht relinquijhed. But let it 
not be fo with us — may we rather. 
In the third place, confider in what relpefts thefe 
are our foes. " A man's foes Ihall be they of 
" his own houfhold." 
Firft, Suppofe a man under, the influence of a 
Jenftuil earthly principle. He is given up to the gra- 
tification of his carnal lufls, defires, and pafTions. 
Adultery, fornication, lafcivioufnefs, intemperance, 
and the like, are his beloved evils. What greater 
foes can he poflibly have ? Thefe vices may lead 
him to fhame, poverty, afHiftion, and forrow ; but 
they cannot make him happy. No, they are foes to 
his peace — they degrade the man — debafe all his 
E 3 rational 
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rational powers— and fink him into contcnnpt, 
infamy, and woe. And while a man is in the love 
of thefe evils, indulging himfclf in the prafticc of 
thqm, he unfits himfelf for reflexion, deprives him- 
fclf of rcafon'i he is deaf to the rcmonftrances of 
confcience— ?thc lyarnings of revelation — ^and the 
voice of God And why is he fo ? Becaufe the 
rational principle is become Jenjual-r-^t body i^ 
preferred to the foul-r-and what is earthly to what 
is heavenly. And while this fenfual principle reigns, 
and the mind is thus depraved, how can the man be 
his own friend ? AH the overtures of divine mercy 
are difi-cgarded, the word of truth rejefted, confci- 
cnce filenced, reafon led captive, and the man's foes 
arc they of his own houfhold. 

Again, when Jelf4ovc is a ruling principle in the 
mind, then pride, covetoufnefs, contempt of others, 
injuftice, and the like, arc indulged y and thefe arc 
fo many powerfid foes to the happineis of man. 
Humility, generofity, chaqty, good-wjU, uprightnefe, 
can find no place in fuch a mind, and fi-om thofe 
true happinefs flow. But, nwreover, while a man 
is under the influence of thefe principles and evils, 
he is in clofe connexion, in intimate aflbciation with 
evil fpirits^ infernal beings, who will ever exert 
themfelvcs to prevent the true happinefs of rhan: 
their influence is great and powerful ; and fo long 
as evil is indulged, fp long will they have a place 
in the mind j fo long will they be foes of our own 
houihold. Let us be afiured, therefore, that the 

principal 
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principal foes we have to our true peace and hap- 
pincfi in this virorld and the nexty ^e thofe which 
we harbor andcherifti in our minds. Wc may fey 
the world is enfnaring, the concerns of life lead us 
away from that which is for oUr good, the convcrfe 
and company of men betray us to evil ; that thefe 
are our enemies : but, firs, our chief foes are within. 
The heart is deceitful, and de^eracely wicked — 
feniuality, felf-love, love of the wc»rld, pride, lurt, 
and a thoufand other evils, have entered into the 
mind, contaminated the aSe6)^ions, perverted the 
judgment, and endangered our everlafting peace and 
felicity. And thefe muft be driven out, overcome, 
and fubdued, if wc would be hai^y. Which leads 
rae to notice, in the 

Fourth place, how, and by what means, they arc 
to be overcome. 

And here we ihall do well to Goafider, that 
powerful as the inSuence of evil is, deep as it is 
rooted in the mind, and long as it may have been 
indulged, yet the ftrong man is to be driven out, 
the foe is to be conquered. 

Firft, then, let us excrcife our reafm — ^we are. 
men — we are immortals—we are to live for ever. 
Are wic capable of judging between evil and good? 
Can we peBeft, examine, and confider ? We can. 
Why, then, Ihould we iyiStvpaffion to triumph over 
reafofiy foBy to lead wifdom captive, and the body 
to debafe the foul. Confcience, reafon, and revela- 
tion, convince us, that evil was never defigned for 
, . E 4 man 
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man — ^hc was created in the image and likenefs of 
God — in that ftatc s^lone cpuld he be happy, becaufe 
all happinels is in and from Jehovah. If we have 
departed from that ftate, and chofen evil in prefe- 
rence to good, it is time for us to abandon the 
choice. The cjivine word of trut;h has direfted 
vs how to proqeccj -, depart from evil, fly from thy 
enemies, return to thy- .centre, and be happy. 
There is no evil but the Lord enables us to relin- 
quifh — no enemy but we may efcape. If our foes 
are they of our own houfhold, if they exift in the 
affedtions, it becomes us to examine what they are, 
to enter into our own hearts ; to fee if we are 
JenJuaU earthly nwnded, full oi felf-love^ pride, hatred^ 
or whatever elfe. To reafon upon the nature of 
thofe evils, the confequences of them, the danger 
attending them, to confider they are fins againfl: a 
good God, a holy, pure being, a kind and tender 
parent ; that we are exhorted and commanded to 
give them up, becaufe they will render us eternally 
mifer^ble : and thus to turn away from them with 
all the heart and foul. And by fo doing we admit 
the divine influence of love and wifdom from the 
Lord into the mind, by which thofe interior evil 
principles will be eradicated and fubdued; evil 
Ipirits difperfed; and our fpes configned to their 
proper hells : and in their place we fhall entertain 
angels, true friends, heavenly virtues ; fuch as love 
to God, fpiritual aff^eftions, charity to man, humility, 
heavenly mindednefs, and ten thoufand beatitudes wil| 

follow 
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follow in their.train. I do not know, my chriftian 
friends, what VQU may think of it ; but I fee an 
abfolutc neceflity of entering into my own heart, 
of fearching every corner of it, left any infernal foes, 
any accurfed evil, fiiould lurk there. I have need 
to fay with David, " Lord, fearch me, and try me, 
" and fee if there be any evil way in me, and lead 
*' 0)e in the way everlafting." 

I fear moft of us have fome foes yet remaining 
— Ibme evils yet unfubdued — fbme Jenjual dilpo- 
firions \ and I can but folicitoufly advife and exhort 
you, to- fearch them out, and put them away. The 
divine rays of light, which now fhine from the fun 
of heavien, are fufEcient to penetrate the moft fecrct 
receffes of our minds ; and the divine beams of love 
from that fun, fufficient to burn up every fenfual 
luft and vile afFedion. To that light and that heat, 
that heavenly truth and love, I would commend you. 
Give yourfelves up thereto, and your foes will fly 
before you; evils will be fubdued, and you will 
return to the blefled image and likenefs of the Lord, 
which by evil and fallhood were defaced. 

And let me entreat you to recolledt, how effential 
to your happinefs it is, that thefe foes be caft out — 
thefe evil loves, affedtions, and difpofitions over- 
come. They are by our Lord called foes^ becaufc 
they rob the mind of pace^ tranquility, pleafure, 
happinefs; they plunge it into forrow, trouble, 
pain, and woe. What man in his fenfes would, 
therefore, encourage fuch enemies ? 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, You will remember, that regeneration 
confifts in a purification from evils ; and that the ' 
Lord is called a regenerater and redeemer, becaufe 
he purifies the mind from evil and faUhood, and 
delivers from thofe infernal Ipirits with whom we 
have aflbciated. Therefore, be it our care to co- 
operate with the Lord, by turning Jrom and givmg 
up whatever we know to be evil in life, affeSion^ 
and praHice. By fo doing, our foes will be caft out, 
and our houfe, or mind, be filled with all heavenly 
graces, virtues, and affeftions. Love to God, 
charity to man, and faith in the word, will become 
fixed principles — thefe, with all their train of hea- 
venly virtues and graces, will be the friends of our 
own houfhold^ from which all celeftial beatitudes 
will proceed ; we fhail become forms of love and 
wildom, and our minds will be ftored with innumer- 
able bleflings— everlafting delights and plcafures. 
And when this is the cafe, we fhall have no external 
foes to fear— the Lord will be our defence and 
guide — ^by his holy Spirit fit us for^ and by his 
divine mercy bring us to^ his own kingdom of joy, 
peace, and reft; where y5^j can never come — ^wherc 
love and friendfhip ever reign— -and where all will 
be tranquility, felicity, and happinefs, for evermore. 
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ON THE DIVINE COMPASSION OF OUR LORD. 



Mauk i. 39, 40, 41. 
And He preached in their fynagogues, throughout all Galilee, and cafi: 
out devils. And there came a leper to him, befeeehing him, and 
kneeling down to him, and fiiying unto him. If thou wilt, thou canft 
make me clean. And Jefus, moved with compafllon, ^ut forth his 
hand, and touched him, and faith unto him, I will — ^be thou clean. 



It is but too plain that in all ages, fince the 
corruption of the world by fin, nien have been 
more fenfible ofy and more afFe<9:ed witb^ bodily 
difeafes, than with Jpiritual ones j and as they have 
more fcnfiWy /^// them, they have confcquently been 
more anxious for their cure and removal, than they 
have been for thofe diforders of the mind which are 
a thoufand times more grievous, and dreadful in 

their 
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their confequences. So we obfervc, when our di- 
vine Lord appeared in the flefti, and the people 
began to hear that he healed bodily complaints, 
they flocked to him in vaft multitudes, in order to 
receive the benefits of his healing hand. But they 
were much lefs felicitous to have the diforders of 
their minds healed — to be Ipiritually made whole 
and found. They confidered not (nor is it confi- 
dered now by many) that there is no bodily com- 
plaint to which the human frame is incident, but 
what correfponds to fome fpiritual dijorder of the 
JouL All affliftions and maladies of the body, arc 
but fo many external appearances of thofe maladies 
which the mind is fubjedt to, labors under, or has 
been afflidled with. 

And if we were acquainted with ipiritual things, 
and the fcience of correfpondences, as the ancients 
were, we fhould fee in all our bodily complaints 
their correlponding fpiritual ones; and, confe- 
quently, be the mofl anxious to have thofe fpiritual 
ones, which are as the causes, removed — that the 
EFFECTS, or bodily ones, might be removed alfo. 
The fpiritual world, firs, is the world of caujes^ and 
the natural world, the world of effeSis. Nothing, 
therefore, does exift in the natural world but what 
has its caufe in xht/pirituaL 

This, I doubt not, is a ne%v idea to fome of you; 
neverthdefs it is a true one : and I could wifli you 
all to be acquainted with it, as it would open . to 
your minds many wonderful arcana, relative to the 

foul 
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foul and fpiritual thmgs. You may fuppofe this 
fubjcft is altogether pbilo/opbical, and not immedi- 
ately connefted with religion and divinity-^but this 
is not the cafe. It has an immediate and important 
connexion with religion, becaufe it hath fo with the 
mind and our Ipiritual life. But I muft not dwell 
upon it now. 

As our blefled Lord was preaching throughout 
Galilee, and cafting out devils, there came to him 
a ieper. Lepers in thofe days, and among the 
Jews, were more frequent than in our days, and 
among chriftians ; and it appears that a very folid 
reafon might be given for it. The leprojy was a 
diforder on the external of the body, confiding of 
a dry white fcab, or fcur^ whereby the flcin became 
Icaly, like a fifh. It was a very troublefome and 
unclean difeaje^ concerning which many laws were 
given, as you may fee in Leviticus, Numbers, &c. 
The leper was not to be in the camp of Ifrael, 
nor in the congregation, until he were cleanfcd :— 
it was alio a contagious, infeSfioUs difeafe. 

Now fuch a pOTjy unclean^ affli^ied leper came to 
the Lord, befeeching him, kneeling down before 
him, and faid, " If thou wilt, thou canft make me 
'' clean." 

The man believed in the power of the Lord, 
and he came to him in humility and prayer. Jefus, 
moved with compaffion, put forth his hand, touched 
him, and faid, " I will — be thou clean j" and im- 
mediately the leprofy departed from him, and he 

was 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6a DIVINE COMPASSION* 

was cleanfed. I might here fhcw the correfpond- 
encc of thb fildiy, unclean difcafe, widi the ftatc 
of man as an individual^ and with die church as to 
fpiritual things ; — ^but I have chofen thefe words 
with defign to illuftrate another fubjeft. How- 
ever, a few words may not be unprofitable upon 
the above heads. 

As the leprofy was an external diibrder, from an 
internal caufe ; fo it corrclponds to the external life 
of man. Men who are in the love of evil and 
felihood, more or leis manifei): that evil in external 
life. This fpiritual leprofy is evident in their 
words, their aftions, and general conduft ; filthy 
eUfcourfey unjuft anions, and abominable praSices, are 
daily feen upon them. The diforder is contagious, 
and thoufands are polluted thereby; and if you 
would be preferved from this fpiritual infedion, 
this unclean and deftrudlive plague, keep as much 
as poflible from thofc who have it upon them; 
that is to fay, from all thofc whofe converfation is 
filthyy unclean, lafciviousy and impure, whofe a6tions 
are immoral, unjuft, and Jinful-, whofe condudt in 
general is profane, irreligious, and evil. 

All fuch have the plague of fin upon thcm~the 
leprofy is obvious — and if you would be preferved 
from it, keep at a diftance from fuch polluted cha- 
rafters. The fame may be faid of a church, whofe 
members are in the evil of life, whofe doftrines arc 
fiilfe, and upon the face of whofe creeds the tradi- 
tions, inventions, and dogmas of men appear.— 

Here 
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'Here is ^jpiritud leprofy^ ^religious mfeSliotiy and 
all who conncft themfelvcs therewith will, more or 
lefs, have this plague upon them. As metty we 
(hould keep from ^1 immoraly unbaUowedy and fitly 
charaBers; and, as profelfing cbrijiiansy from all 
evils of lifey falfe doSrines^ human inventions^ and 
traditions; that fo we may neither have a lepros 
evil will, a lepros corrupted underftandingy or a lepros 
irreligious life and ctmduS. I may here addrefe evefy 
one of you in the language of Paul to Timothy^ . 
*^ Keep thyself pure." 

But I will now proceed to xhtfubjeSl for which I 
made choice of thefe words, and that is, the divine 
compaffton of our Lord God and Saviour Jejus was 
MOVED with compajjion. 

We have often obferved (and you well know, 
T£iy chriftian hearers) that one ejfential part of true 
religion is, that we love our neighbour as we love 
ourfelves. And it is impoffible we can poflefs this 
charity, if we have not compaffion, mercy , and pity^ 
Let us firft confidcr how this divine virtue was 
manifefted in the Lord Jefus Chrift. In the in- 
ftance before us, here is a poor, filthy, defiled leper, 
comes and kneels before the Lord, faying, * Pray, 
' fir, have compaflion on me — ^look upon my af- 

* fliftion — behold how much I fuffer — I am caft out 

* from the converfe of men — dejpijed by all — every 
' one flies my prefence, left they contraft the difcafe 
' — Have mercy upon me ! — ^If thou wilt, thou canft 

* make me clean.* What was our Lord's reply ? 

Did 
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Did be fay, 'Wretch, begone from my preiefjcel* 
« — I am thy God ! — againft me thou haft finned — : 
« thou deferveft this afBiftion — bear it ftill — -let it 
« prey upon thy flelh, contaminate all thy blood, 
« and Ipread all over thy body till thou art one 
« majs^ of rottennels and putrefaftion. Wear out thy 

* life in pain, forrow, and defpair/ Did our Lord 
thus addrefs this miferabky this Juffering objeS ? No, 
firs, no ! But fuppofe fuch a poor diftrefled ob-- 
jeft were to come to the door of fome opulent 
chriftian — fome proud, haughty gentleman, or lord, 
whofe heart is Jieekd to compafllon and pity ; what 
would he fay? — ^how would he addrefs him? — 
Why probably thus: — ' Begone from my prefencc! 
« thou filthy, polluted dog, begone !' — He falls on 
his knees, and with tears diftiUing down his grief- 
worn cheeks, he fays : — ' Dear fir, take pity on 
' me — give me a place in thy ftable, and fend fome 

* kind hand to bind up my wounds, and alleviate 

* my woes/ But lo, he calls his fervants : — ' Take 

* the wretch from my fight — drive him from my 

* gates, and let the mifcrcant die !' 

Perhaps, firs, you will fay, that cruelty like this 
in human hearts can never dwell. In yours^ I truft, 
and believe, it does not i but that it does in too 
many we fliall fliordy prove. Well how then did 
our Lord addrefs and receive this poor lepros ob- 
jeft? Why, firs, HE WAS MOVED WITH 
COMPASSION!— He melted at the fight of 
human woe ! — He felt for his infirmities — he piil: 

forth 
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fibrch his ^e, kmd, and Ue^cd hand-^-^^i/ to< 
touch the polluted leper^^and faid, < I will heal 
^ thcc — I will not only aUeviate thy forrow^ but I 
^ will totally remove it. Be ibau clean. Go thy 
^ way whole and found. I have compaflion on 

* thcc — ^I pity thee. And although thou art a poor, 
' diftrefled, filthy objeft, infinitely below me, yet I 
' feel tenderneis towards theci Il^ve tbee-'^ thou 

* cleaH.^ ** And imniediately his Icprofy departed 
** fi-om him and he was heal^/* 

O what divine compaflion is heredifplayed in our 
adorable Lord God and Saviour 1 Methinks> while 
I repeat thecircumftance, every one of you feel the 
tender virtue in your own breafts, and are faying^ 
O bow godlike is cmfoffiml bow amiable^ bew bea^ 
n)$dy is mercy to tbe Sftrejfedl 

Again, as Jdus went out of Jericho, with his 
difciples, and a great number of people, Bartimeus^ 
a poor hiind b^gar, fat by the high-way fide, 
Egging ; and when he heard that Jefbs of Nazareth 
was paOing by, he began to cry out and lay, <^ Jefus^ 
*f thou ion of David, have mercy on n^." Jefus 
commanded him to be called, and iaid unto him, 
^^ What wilt thou that I fliould do unto thee ? He 
*^ ia^s. Lord that I might receive my fight !'' As 
ibon as his petition was made, it was anfwered-^^the 
Lord reftored him to his fight immediately, and he 
foUowed Jefus in the way, (Mark lo and latter 
end). HerC;> firs, you fee a poof Hind heggar was 
not too mean an objeft for ^ Lord's notice ; mean 
. F and 
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and ddpifed as he was, the Lord repulfed him not: 
but in the language of the deepeft compaffion and 
mercy, fays, ^* What wilt thou that I fhould do unto 
"thee ?" ' Whatever it is that is for thy goody that 

* can give thee relief, or make thee happy, that I 
^ am ready to do moft freely -^ make thy requeft — 
' though I am thy Lord, yet my ear is open to thy 

* complaint — my heart is foil of compaffion and 
^ tendernefs. Say what thou wouldft have done,' 
^ and it fhall be done for thee/ What a wonderful 
example of tendernefs and pity ! 

Again — when the two pious fitters, Martha and 
Mary, had loft a loving and afFeftionate brodier, 
Jcfus, though at a diftance, knew their affliftion. 
Many of the humane Jews came to the houfe of 
thefe good women to condole with them — to com- 
fort them concerning the lofe of their brother. 
Probably they did all they could to pour the balm 
of confolation into their wounded bleeding hearts i 
but they could do no more than pity and confok— 
than mingle their tears with thofe of the fitters. 
.But behold the compaffionate Lord goes (with 
his difciples) to Bethany. Martha and Mary meet 
him— Mary falls down at his feet, and fays, " Lord, 
" if thou hadft been here my brother had not diedf 
*^ When Jefus faw her weeping, and the Jews alfo 
*^ weeping, he groaned in Ipirit, and was troubled, 
" and faid. Where have ye laid Him ? They lay 
^' unto him. Lord, come and fee \ fefus weft ! 
^^then faid the Jews, Behold how he loved 

" Lazarus. 
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** Lazarus. But lo, they come to the grave, and 
** Jefus fays> Lazarus come forth/* He rofe from 
the dead — ^was reftored to the arms of his loving 
and beloved fifters — ^and their heavy ibrrow was 
changed into tranfports of joy. 

But, firs, time would fail me to only mention the 
many inftances of divine compaffion and tendernefs 
which are recorded in the holy word, concerning 
the Lord Jefus Chrift. However, there is one 
which I mufi not, I cannot^ leave unnoticed. In- 
deed it comprehends in it all that I have faid, and 
all that can be faid, upon compaffion and mercy. 
I mean that moft aftonifhing work, the redemption 
OF MANKIND. , In this grand work we behold, as 
it were, theirs plus ultra of condefcenfion and 
pity. ' The Lord God our Saviour defcends as 
low as mercy can defcend^^His companion reaches 
the lowefti moft abjeH^ mcft vile, 2SiA moft miferable 
ftate^ his rational creatures could poffibly fink 
intOj and his unwordable kindnefs raifes thera 
to the highefl, mofl glorious, and moft happy. 
Ihite, it is poffible for them to enjoy. Here ;we. 
may truly fay, " His mercy raifeth the beggar 
"from the dunghill, to fet him anpong princes 1 
" to make him inherit the throne of glory." Here 
we behold the compaffion of our God extending to 
every fallen man— reat:hing every cafe of wretch*- 
ednefs and woc^^gr^fping all our Jfe^ies — and 
leavijlg no ofte under ruin and mifery^ IJive thofe 
who obltinately refufe to accept bis kindnefs. And 
F 2 what 
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what rendo^ the divine tendernefs and compafliGn 
the more confpicuous and wonderfbl, is> that this 
akni^ty and infinicdy gbrions God> did aftually 
defcend into this world— todc vpon himfelf our 
nature — ^became a man of ibrrows and acquainted 
with grie£~pafied through temptatbns and conflicts 
no pen can defcribe-Hiicd upon the crofs-— de- 
fended into the grsCvo-^ofe again from the dead 
-~and glorified his humanity. And all for this 
moft merciful end^ that mankind, fallen rebellious 
mankind, might be reftored from their wiretched- 
nefe and mifery, and be perfcftly happy with him 
for ever. 

Thus, firs, you obferve how fuBy, how power- 
fully, God himfelf hath manifeftod diis divine 
virtue. What an ewmple of tender nisifs and pity 
he hath fet us ! In what numbeiie& infbnces he 
hath fhewn his compaflion, and thereby tau^ us 
tx> imitate him. *^ Be ye merciful, even as your 
^ heavenly Father is merciful." I might alfo lay 
before you many inflances, from the word» of mercy 
dnd tenderne& e:idubited by our fellow men. But 
one fhaH fiilfice. ** When Jefus entered into Ca- 
^'pemaum, there came unto him a Centurion, 
^^efeeching him, and faying, Lord> my servant 
•* lieth at home ftck of the palfy; grievoujfy tor^ 
^ mentffd. I am not worthy rfiat diou fhouldft 
^ dome under my rooC— fpeak the word only, and 
" my fcrvaat fhall be htoled.** This man, it ap- 
pears, was a Romofh^^n officer in the army— a 

captain. 
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captain. He had fbkliers at command; he faid to 
one^ Go, and he wcnt^-^-^ind to another^ Come» and 
he came. And I wonder not at it» for what fervant 
would not cheerfully obey fo kind a mafter. Well* 
this Roman officer^ this man of honor and autho- 
rity, condefcend$ to come hioifelf to Jefus Chrift; 
he pleads and pra:ys for help. But for who ? For 
his friend^ his brother^ his chil4 or his wife ? No, 
he pleads and prays for his Jervmt. Perhaps it 
might be his msxat^ Jervmt i ycaj I know not 
but it were a negro slavb, « Lord, my Jervant 
is fick-^he has the palfy-r4ie is ffritvoujly tor^ 
mented. I hare ^ared no expence— the phyfKuans 
cannot heal him. I cannot do it myfelf, but I am 
grieved for him. He is my iervantj it is truej; 
but he is my felkf(» creaiure. He is as fenlible 
of pain as I am. I feel pity and companion for 
him. Lord, hy the word — ^unworthy as I am^ 
let me not be denied I my Jervant is tormented, 
and my heart bleeds for him. Though an officer 
in the Roman army, and not afbid to meet deadi 
in ten thoufand awful forms, to protect my prince 
and my country, yet, ix>rd, I have the feelings 
of a man--my heart melts ju: human wee — I can- 
not bear that my Jervant fhovld fuffer, if help 
can be foiuid. Lord Jefus, diou God of tender- 
nels-and mercy, deign to hear m« and heal my 
fuffering fervant!* •* Go thy way, faith the 
* Lord, thy fervant is healed. Jefus marvelM, 

F 3 *' and 
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^' and fsad, I have not found fo great faich> no not 
^' in Jj/rael" Matt. viii. ver. 5 to 13, 

My fellow chriftians, what an exannple is here of 
conopafiion and tendemefs ! I am fure you muft 
feel pleafure in the redtal of fo much kindnefs and 
pity. Do we not, therefore, plainly fee how eifen- 
tial this heavenly virtue is, to chriftianity ? Can we 
lay claim to the name of chriftian, if we have it 
not ? Can we love pur neighbour as we love our- 
ftlves, if we are not men and women of compaf- 
fion, mercy, and kindnefi ? No, we well know we 
cannot But, firs, do we not moft evidently fee a 
great want of this foft and amiable, this heavenly 
godlike virtue ? Had we true charity— <lid we love 
others as we love ourfelves — ^we Ihould labor to 
alleviate the ibrrows and woes of men — ^to fwceten 
the bitter draught that thoufands are^compdled to 
drink — ^to eafe the pains, and heal the calamities of 
all, as far as we have power. How many poor^ 
wretched, miferable obje£bs of want, and pain, and 
woe, may we find, on whom to cxercife our be- 
nevolence and pity ! It is with pleafure that we 
behold) in a general way, bow .much mankind in 
our age are humanized ; a more liberal generous 
fpirit appears to pervade the mtionsn^ntokrance 
and perfecutim are fkulking into their infernal dens, 
and hiding their hated heads in oblivion fhades. 
Mercy and compaflion, thofe godlike graces, which 
too feldom have been feen, are now appearing on 

the 
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the earth — ^not as vifitants for a day, but as conftant 
guefts. 

And, I am perfuaded, a glorious and numerous 
people are arifing under the auipices of the Lord 
Jefus our God — in whom every chriftian virtue, 
every heavenly grace, fhall beam conjpicuous and 
refplendant^ as the bright luminary of the ikies, in 
all his meridian glory. Let us, with pleafing joy, 
apticipate the day when chriftians Ihall be cbrifiians 
— when the difciples of Jefus fhall follow their 
Lord — ^when his children fhall imitate their heavenly 
father in love, charity, mercy, and compaifion. 

My chriflian friends, let me recommend to you 
the ctUtivatim and exercife of that grace of which 
we have been fpeaking ; I mean, pity, tenderncfi, 
or compaffion. I^t the virtuesf which blefs the 
human race and enlighten the world, ht moji emi- 
nently ittn in thofe men and . women who acknow- 
ledge the Lord Jefus Chrift as God d<9»^— believe 
in his fecond appearing-— and that he is now 
ellabliihing.a glorious pure church, which fhall be 
the crown of all churches^ and fland for ever. We 
already fee many convincing proofs of that divine 
influence which hath fpread itfelf through the world, 
fmcc the commcneqmtot :of this difpcnfation; and 
cfpeciajly in Europe, the ipirit of freedom, liberty, 
benevolence, and mercy, has manifeftly increafed. 
How many thoufands are there, even in Great 
Britain, whofe hearts bleed for the miferies, fbr- 
rows, and pains of Afric's fable fons, bound fefl in 
F 4 iron 
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iron chains-^-groaning beneath the weight of oppref* 
fion — ^and finking down to fliades of death, under 
the favage hand of cruelty! What nunibers of 
feeling bearu are concerting^ and anxioufly longing 
for the emancipatitn of thofe helplefs captives! 
Companion's tears are daily ihed by thotifands in 
our land, for thofe poor, tortured, beaten, puniihed 
metx and women, whofe fate it is to labor and toil 
in the galling chains of flavery. The voice of 
pity, mercy, and tendernefs, afcends to heaven from 
ten thoufand toi^es, in the language of the Ro-* 
man centurion^-f^ Lord God of heaven ! our Jer^ 
^ vants lie fick on yonder friendUJs fhore, and 
^ GRIEVOUSLY TOKMENTED, Not on,e nor two 
^ only, but thousands and thoufands there^ are 
^ fufFering excruciating woe, emd namkfs Jorrwos^ 
^ We deplore their fat»— the tears of pity Row^*^ 
^ we exert ourfelves for their deliverance. Speak 
' the word, and our fervants are healedr-^^ur flave^ 
^ are delivered. We will rejoice in their emanci-' 
^ pation — and Afi4c's bleeding fons (hall unite with 
f us, in humble, grateful^i diankful fdngs to their 
* detiverer^-'tbeir God and wrs* 

But, firs, our God dab heari-*^nd he will iave 
thole hapleis vidtims of crueky, pain, and bondage, 
The time, I doubt not, wiU foon arrive, when 
mercy's hand ihall have fee thefe captives free--* 
when the galling iron chain fliall no tonger bmd the 
flave — and when the iaWe negro fliall triumph in 
the liberty of the fairer Briton ! Ma;|r that time 

quickly 
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quickly come ! — micy our utmoft endeavours haften 
it I — ^and may the pity and compaffion of our chriC- 
tian hearts extend as far as Africa, and melt down 
all the chains that ever bound a flave ! ! 

But, my chriftian friends, to conclude this fubje£t, 
let me recommend to you all, in all cafes, and with 
all defcripions of ferfinsy to manifefty to cultivate^ to 
exercife, this godlike virtue of compassion. You 
have fcen the un^eakable pity of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift to youy to firmerSy to all mankind. Moved 
with compaffion, he cleanfed the leper — amoved 
with compaffion, he fed five thoufand fouls at one 
time-— moved with compaffion, he healed all 
bodily and fpiritual difcafes — ^and, moved with 
compaffion, he redeemed our fouls, bore with our 
infirmities, faves us from our cruel enemies, leads 
us through every difficulty and forrow, and at 
length will bring us (if we love and ferve him) to 
thrones of ^ory, honor , pace, and joy ; where,* in 
his own prefence and kingdom, we fhall be happy 
for ever and ever. 

Be ye merciful, even as your heavenly Father is 
merciful. Be kindy tendefy compaJfionatCy and loving 
to all — your enemies or friends — your neighbours or 
relations^^yo^jiv domeftics and fervants. Remember 
the Roman captain—" My fervant lieth fick at 
•^ home /" Imitate him — excel him if you can ! — 
Come as near as poffible to the divine example of 
your Lord and Saviour ! 

This 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



74 DIVINE COMPASSION^ 

This graci to cv'ry chriftian virtue join^ 
And in compaffion N£V£R fail to fliine; 
Be kind, and tender, full of meeknels, love. 
And live below as angels live above. 
To aid the fans of grief exert your power. 
The mourning vicftim blefs, in forrow^s hour; 
To check the tuie of woes ^ do aU you can^^ 
.And be at once, the christian and the man. 
Great your reward while here will furely prove^ 
And'foon 'twill be, an endleft heaven of lave! 



SERMON 
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THE TRUE NATURE AND PLEASURE OF 
RELIGION. 



Matt. xi. 30. 

For my yoke is ea/y, and my burden is light. 



1 AM inclined to believe there is hardly any 
one thing in the worlds which mankind are more 
miftaken in^ than real religion 9 nor is any fubjeft 
rcprefented in more different and contrary points 
of view, than this is. The principal caufe of thefe 
miflakes and falfe reprefentations, is (in my judg- 
ment at leaft) that men have entertained very 
wrong conceptions of God himielf^ who is the au- 
thor of all true religion. They have formed ideas 
of him according to the bare letter of the word> 

without 
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without entering into the true fpiritual and internal 
meaning thereof. And when our ideas are merely 
confined to the letter only, we may ealily confirm 
ourielves in the moft palpable errors and falfe doc- 
trines. For, in fome places of that word, wratby 
vengeance^ anger, and fury, are predicated of Jeho- 
vah ; in others, that he is all meeknefsy compqffimy 
and love. 

Now we know that the Lord our God cannot 
be both the one and the other of thefe. But in 
different parts of the word he is reprefcnted as he 
appears to men, according to the ftate they are in— 
and this for wife and good purpofes ; that hereby 
they may repent of their evils, and live. So when 
a man reads the word, who is under the power of 
evil — ^filled with every luft and abomination — ^he 
confiders God as a being of wrath and vengeance ; 
becaufe his own nature is fuch, that he apprehends, 
fury and wrath will be poured out upon him. And, 
indeed, the heat of divine love itfelf appears zs 
wrath and vengeance to the ungodly man j becaufe 
it is direftly oppofite to that infernal love in which 
he dwells — infomuch, that were fuch a man to ap- 
proach the divine fpherc of heavenly love, it would 
|be to him as a confuming fire j he would be tortur- 
ed and tormented by it — ^fo very oppofite is hellifh 
love to heavenly love. 

But again, even men of religion have formed 
to themfelves ideas of the Almighty, which arc 
direftly contrary to his nature and perfeftions j and 

confe* 
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^onfequently ?A^/ rdigion which is founded upon 
thofe ideas, muft be conibnant to the ideas them- 
felves. What I chiefly allude to is, the notion of a 
trinity of Gods, or perfons in the Godhead; and 
that one peribn, or God, came down to appeaie 
the wrath and anger of another ; together with the 
opmion, that God is a partial being. 

Now under fuch views of God^ it is impo£Bbk 
but religion fhouM be xcprcfehted in a very dif- 
agreeable light. But my defign is not to enlarge 
upon thele fuhje6ts now ; fi^oe it to fay, we form 
no fuch conceptions of the Divine Being. We are 
convinced from ceafon and £:ripture, that God is ane^ 
in one divine perlbn — *that he is an impartial God-«> 
has no wrath or anger to appeafe, but is love, kjelf 
m its very efleoece, full of mercy, goodneis^ and 
truth. We believe that the Lord Jefus Chrift is 
fius God, the Father, the Son, and the holy Spirit, 
And is (as in the verfe preceding our text) met^k m4 
bwhf in heart '9 diat is, infinitely coodefcending and 
kind to his creatures— eafy of accefs — ready to 
teach--^iHiiig to fave and make happy all that 
come unto him. And alfi> that his yoke b eafy, 
and his bunien light. — My. defign in niaking choice 
of Aefe wonds, is to reprefent unto my hearers 

THE Ti^CE NATURE AND PLEASURE OF RELIGION. 

Iftxdl, firjij drop a fei» words as to the nature 
of it, and then attempt to prove and deferibe its 
pleajuresi or the true bappinefs derived from it. 

And firft. As to the nature of religion* 

We 
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We all know that every part of it is from GocJ^ 
he is the fole author of all that is good and true y 
and whatever is from him, muft be like him. If 
God is love, religion is love; if God is good, 
religion is goodnefs; if God is truth, religion is 
truth; and if God be the effcnce of all happinels 
and felicity, religion abounds with happineis and 
felicity. If God is at an infinite diftance from all 
that is evil and miferable, religion can have nothing 
in it that is evil, or tends to mifery. .Hence we fee 
the true nature of religion is lovey trutb, and good- 
ne/s ; and the whole of it is included in loving :the 
Lord our God with all the heart, foul, mind, and 
ftrength — and our neighbour as ourfelves. -^ 

this love to God, conflrrains us to do his will, 
and walk in his commandments ; and this love to 
our neighbour, engages us to adb uprightly, honeft- 
ly, faithfully, and to. do unto all men as vre would 
have them do unto us. This is that yoke of the 
Lord which is eaiy^ and that burden which is. light. 
And yet, alas, how few do we find who are willing 
to take this yoke, and bear this burden ! Nay, in- 
deed, we have every reafbn to examine our own 
fouls as to this matter. We may eafily deceive 
ourfelves. It is one thing to profels and maintain 
that religion cfonfifts in love to God, charity to 
man, and true obedience to the divine laws ; and it 
is another thing to poffefs that love to God, which 
conftrains us to walk in all his laws and ordinances 
blamelels : and that love to man as di^ofes us to 

be 
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behoneft, faithful, kind, benevolent, and charitable 
—that conftrams us to do them all polTible good— 
to be careful that we do not injure them in their 
perfons — in their property — or in their charafter. 
To Ipeak no evil of them — circulate no reports, 
nor raife any to their prejudice — believe nothing of 
them that is evil, without full proof — ^vindicate them 
againft the tongue of malice and envy — bear with 
their failings in love — pity their weaknefTes — over- 
look their faults — forgive any injuries — and return 
good for evil — and even to love them as we Jove 
our/elves. All this is implied in loving our neigh- 
bour, and indeed much rriore. But do, we come 
up to this ? It is a very light burden, yea, it is a 
moft eafy and pleafant one. But do we bear it? 
Can we appeal to our own hearts and lives,, and 
fay — thus we love God and bur neighbour ? If 
we cannot, we have but little true religion; at 
moft, we onlyhave it in the underftanding, but not 
in the wilL 

Before I jproceed to fet before you the pleafurc 
and happinefs of that religion which is of God, I 
would earneflly call upon you, and upon my own foul 
too, to inquire whether or not we aftually pofTeis 
ir, and live under the influence of it. This is a mat- 
ter of the greateft moment, and I hope we (hall 
not deceive oiirfelves in it. It is an inquiry we arc 
bound to make, and we may fatisfy ourfelves if we 
think good. For this divine principle of love and 
charity changes all the mind, renews the whole 

man. 
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man, deftroys the love of felf, of evD, and the love 
of dominion. It fubdues our pride, our luft, our 
pailions, and makes us humble, lowly, meek, and 
felf-abafed. In fhort, it is a new birth from fin to 
righteoufnefs ; from hell to heaven ; and from Sa- 
tan unto God. All things become new— new 
will, new underftanding, and new life. Heaven 
formed in the foul, all its powers in willing fub- 
jeftion to Jefus Chrift, and all the conduft, love, 
goodnefi, and truth. 

This is the man of religion, the child of God, 
the heir of immortality and endlefs glory. Such 
may every one be, who is now before the Lord ! 
Then, what I have to fay further on the pleafurc3 
of reli^on, will be, I trull, edifying, animating, 
and profitable. 

In faking upon this mod: delightful fubjedl, it 
may not be improper to contrafl the flate of the 
irreligious man with the religious one. Of this cha- 
rafter we may mofl: of us form a pretty accurate 
judgment, becaufe we/may have been nrwre or lefs 
in it ourfelves ; as well as that the fcriptures fo 
plainly defcribe it. The wicked man is by that 
book, compared to the troubled fea, which cannot 
reft, and whofe waters caft up mire and dirt. And 
forther, as defcriptive of his internal flate, it is faid, 
" The cormorant and the bittern fhall pofTefs it, 
^' the owl alfo and the raven fhall dwell in it ; and 
*^ diorns fhall come up in her palaces, nettles and 
<« branrdbles in the fo^trefles thereof i and it fhaU be 

<^ an 
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^^ an habication of dragons, and a court M owl$4 
'' The wild beafts of die dcfert Ihall alfo meet with 
'/die wild beafts of the ifland, and the fatyr Ihall 
'^ cry to his feUow; fhe fhrich-owl aUa ihall reft 
" there, and find for herfclf a place of reft. There 
<' fhall the great owl make h^t neft^ and lay, and 
" hatch, at^d gather under her fliadow : there (hall 
'* the vultures alfo be gathered, every one with hia 
" mate." Ifa. xxxir. i* w t6. > All thefe expref^ 
fions are not only figurative ones, t<» expre& the 
ftate of the wicked n^th, lAit alio real corre^n-^ 
(dences of his ftatc. For e vety noxious,* poiibnous> 
hurtful, arid filthy animal^ vegetable^ lAnd the likcy 
correlponds'to certain ^evils^ lufts, kndabomihationa 
in theiheart and life of ifiaar. So a decayed, brokeir 
do^n^ and ruinous palace, \yfaere all t^efe fildiy^ 
birds of .night, ferpents, and fatyra dweU, indices ^^ 
nettles grolw; iidy r^eftnts and xom^nds: to- 
ruined, fallen man, whofelfoukis filled widi C|tt un<-> 
cleanncfs, evil, and abenflwation i^ in confequence- 
of whidi he is like the:trmibted ie^^ which vcannob 
reft, and whofe waters icaft>upitiire ahd dirt,— Is it. 
pbflible tha;r^ man whio Jias departed fi^»t¥ Gbd>^ 
die only foiiree of JaU that is'gjdbd ' acid liappy, al^d. 
ha^ given hirrtfelf up to the power and influeaee^of 
infernal fpirks^.*^to' every '^fitafuJ: Idt, paflion,* and 
temper^is It, f fay, pbHible othat fuchl a man. can 
enjoy true fi!eafore»? No^ ^ hfe! dwiv pride^^:felf-will, 
kifts, cdvetoufrieis, ^tnrulypaflions,'^ irregular dilpo- 
firions> are as fo^mahy ihiltures and dragons> preying 

G upon 
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upoa hisi fou}> and deftro^ing all fais peace and. 

: Have ^e nbt dwiy prcrof of the fnadnjefs, rage, 
idqvittiide, and diftre&> thalt men are plvmged in 
bjr Ae loye t)f cvB, and the indulgence o( their in- 
feriial teni|>ers ? Some are tormented with envy, 
others burnt: tip with lufti iomc dcftroycd by in- 
tempierancc^ others CQollimed with avarice and 
pride i.fbme ate eaten np with rcvenge> and others 
fitdc ift despairs thoufii^ w^ry of life, and yet 
dread: (he diOught ofde^th andreterriii^/: itiahy h«-- 
r/irjBed aisddiftr^ed by i^appointfDedt in thdr evil 
i|itehtio!iis, put an^cnd tot^icir live*, attd'thus pitrnge 
thcmfelves ^ntt>^ftillkcfei;igr and deeper woe. Nei- 
tiier hdalchj ^ weakh, iriendfhip^ or honor^ cab fdoth 
their tdtuted rrnods^ or ^ blunt the flabig of ^vi*^ 
tHI&i Hkc the troubled Tea, they cxnziot reft. ' There 
16 nd peace^ &ith oiar Gaof^ to the wicked ; they 
cafl tip mire and dkt : all tk^^ir pleafiirei are fikhy 
as tbg^mire^ att their joys vile as the xiirt benisath 
dieir feet; Th^ ate dfepacted &om the iboot^ of 
good — &Skn from thq oHdor andii&ttf.he^tuf^nh^ 
inrk' into &vil, iHprieit^^ €fff^fi9Hy. »d f»w^ If 
joy/eenis «> .fnnilc uppn thfe countenmo^^ fprrow 
dorcodes the heart.; (if^ntit and< itiirdii^arkle fer 
d tigioisent, it. is like tbe cracklii^i^ifh0i!n5| under 
aipDtf^^Nand hea(y&neffi oflbylfiicceGdi. S«ch is the 
^te of that man whd!is 4 (faiai^r to God and 
true? religion* . And: if this be his ftate even in 
this workl^ wh^t minfi it b<b whafe&i// it be, in 
' ,: the 
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the ndct ? Again, if yoti confider the fruits of 
wickicdnefi in mankindy 9s members of ibciety, or 
as heads of families, what. a pi£hire of diftreffr and 
xxi&ry is pideated to ottr view I Quarrels^ d&vU 
fioAs, envjrings, hatreds, poverty, diilrefles, and 
uimombercd ills, are the fun attendants, the infe-^ 
pafaiie coacondtzntA of an evil heart, and an irre* 
ligious life. 

' If fQH confider dicfe charafters in their hopes> 
their fears, and their profpe€bs, all is gloominefs 
aiid <£fmay. Theii^ hopes are blafted^in a moment 
— *^eir fears come upoh them like an armed man 
^Hand Aieir ptofpeid^ are dark, as n%htly fliades» 
Neither time, deaths nor eternity, can exhibit one 
r^al and M^ plealbg objeA to the mind of that 
man whd loves not Ood, nor keeps his command^ 
tn^ritSi' In flKHt,^ every thing is gloomy as the 
difrkeft {hades of ntght-^--a'#ful as Ae< dHayed^ ruinei, 
defohtfid f&lace-'^ov^ and dilgufting as the o%x)U 
tkoulturej Ae /dftyr, and the dragm-^^^nd dread- 
M as the infemdl regions themfdves, *' There is 
^^ no peace to the wicked, feith otar God.^ 

Now if tMs be a true pWhii^ irf thofe who have 
m real rdigien^ but are Bvmg tin evi! lifei how 
ik-ange, how aftoniihing is it, that men in general 
Ihould be fo fond of it— fo clolcly attached to it* 
And if true religion ilands in direft oppofition to 
this life, and it furely does, how much is it to be 
defired and fotight after ! We have already defcribcd 
what true religion is--«nd it remains to confider 

G a its 
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its plcafarcs, in i. pofitive point of view, . And in 
doing this we have reafon, icHpture> and experience 
for our guide. For reaibnlalone will convince us^ 
that the .^ fife is the bappiifi fife; or that to be 
good is to be bappy. Hence the heathens^ /who 
were Without the fight of revelation, recommended 
a fife of virtue ai)d goodae&i and particularly de- 
fcribed the pleafurcs thereof. There ai* catojr 
beautiful thoughts of this, kind in the writings of 
Seneca, as well as in others of the heathen wi^ej-s. 
And the wdrd of the Lord, in numberkis places 
plways reprcfents the pieafii^: hi^py ftatc (>( jhe 
religious man. Pavid fays, " a day in the Courts 
^*pf the JLpi:4 is better- thap.a thoufa^d :<lfe^ 
<* where. That he had rather be a <loofrJcfe«^tt in 
*' the hpufe of his God> thandwcU io the. tents, of 
« wickednpfs;" . " Be glaci jpjth? X/prdyand rejoice 
" ye righteous, and fhout fi>r joy all yefithatlwl? 
«* upright in heart." Pfa. x?xii. ii. , *^ H^)py. is 
^^ that people that is iin fuch a cafi?; yea^ happy is 
^' that people whofe God is the Lord." Pia. cxfiv^ 
1 5. '' And the ranfomed of ,tl}e Lor4 ihall return, 
*' and come to Zion with ^iigj, and evertaftmg joy 
^^ upon, their he^ ; they Ihall obtain joy and g^d- 
" ntfsy and /orrcw and Jigbing f^isaf^ flee avj^y." Ifa. 
XXXV. 10. •.,, v' : i*- •. ■ • 

In fuch laqguagp as this, th^rhply word deiibribes 
the happinefs and pleafure of the truly re%iou8 
man. His internal ftate is; defcribed as a fta^e of 
feace^ quietpefr, tranqmlity. Apd ^^y ? Bccaufe 

he 
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he is no bnger under the influence of infernal ipirits, 
nor fubjeft to feif-wili, luft^ pride, unruly paflions, 
envy, hatred> love of the world, &c. &c. but all 
his underilandimg is diredted by truth-— his affec* 
tions influenced, by love-7-he is humble, meek, 
lowly minded — he is contented and refignedi - He 
is in aflbciation with angels of heaven-— has con- 
junftion with the Lord himielf— and is no longer 
under the love, the power, or pradlice of what is 
evil. He feds an inward and inexpreffible pleafure in 
obedience to divine laws; in being fober, juft, 
feithful, charitable, and holy. Thefe virtues bring 
their own reward along with them, and a confciouf- 
nefs of the divine approbation afiprds more folid 
fads&dion and joy than ten thoufand worlds can 
give« And as the internal. ftate of the religious 
man .is a pleafurable one, fo is his external. The 
good man is cbeerfidylivdy^ and ammated-^e does 
not hang down his head like: a bulrufh~-nor does 
meUmchoUy. fit ba^his brow — ^he is neither foolifhly 
cheerful on the one hand, nor mopilh and fullen on 
the other-^but he is placid^ Jerene^ and happy. Yoii 
may read the heaven that is in his foul, in his 
words, his looks, his deportment, and cbnduft. 
You can hardly be in his company but you feel 
the influx of pace and pleafure from his fpbere. 

As a member of focietyy the good man difiufes 
happinefs all around him — he is happy himfelf, and 
he longs to make others the fame-^he is a good 
fubjcft, ever fccking the good of his! prince, and^of 

03 his 
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his country. — He is a good citizien> aisd a good 
ndghbopr^^e laments to fee any one miierablci 
and ddes aS that he can to alleviate the diftreffes of 
aU«*<'he is not like the man of the worldt \vho 
wiffacs to engrois all happinefi and pleafure to him^ 
fdf«-^nb> his defire is to communicate bli& to 
others^ and the mare he can do that, the more ex-' 
quifite is his own joy~he love? his ne^hbour atf 
he lotes himielf^ and this is the proof he £^ves of 
tlmt love i namely, a continual endeavour to; m^e 
his neighbour as happy a$ bbafslf. Indeed, it is from 
ibis iove, this pure cbarify^ that heaven is what it is# 
There ali is love, and eaeb one is ha^y in contri- 
buting to the happinefi of ibe xvbole. 

Agam, if we conlider the good man, or wonian 
(for I include both) as the bead of a famUy^ z& parent 
6r governor^^^v^ hodfe is a manfion of peaee, the 
refideace of pieafitre md joy — quarrds, ftiife, con^ 
fofion, and diforder, are known not in his dwellings 
but peace^ order ^ and Ivoe^ abide in his houfe-^^ 
own example, inftrudion, and condu&, inipire his 
whole &mily with the love xA religion and virtue 
^m>QxA all that are around him call him hlefftd. 

Further^ confider the religious mind as td his 
fearsy his hopes ^ and \i^proJpeSts\ and how different 
here from the ungodly man ! He fear$ God. But 
how ? With the fear of a child. That is, he fo 
^rs him^ as not willingly to offend. All his: care 
is to obey and ferve his God. He knows that all 
his happinefs, peace^^ and plcafure, are alone from 

God, 
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God, his &ther and fiiend ; and gradcude impds 
him to do his will. But he neidier fears death» judg^ 
mcnt^or ecernity-Hheie he can conteatphtc with 
amfojurty with plea/ure^ yea^ widi namelds rapiure. 
He knows he ^lieiy but /j /n;^«~ihall ftand in judg* 
nficnt, to be reurar^d^^Md eternity will crown all 
his joys* His hopes and expeftadons are founded 
^upon the imakerable wotd and proipifes of the 
Lord his God. They fuj^ort him under every 
confliA and trouble of life j he knows they cannot 
fail him, becaufe God is true and faithful TherfiT 
fore, as the apoftle fays, «f Hope 1$ an anchor to 
*' the. foul, both /urf and Jiedf^r 

Such is the bop€ pf die religious man ; and how 
great mud; be the confolations derived from it !^ 
Ajnd as to hkpro^pieffs,hDw noble, how exalted are 
they all J — In this world he neither wifl^ fpr faonpr, 
wealth, or poflre0ions>— with what Providence has 
given him he is contented* Bat in the next world 
he experts '^ what eye hath not fetn, nor ear heard s 
^' yea, what has never entered into the heart of 
^^ man to conceive.** He knows that '« in the pre- 
"fenc6 of GoA^& fulfiefs of joy, and at his right 
^* hand there arc fUaJurMs for evermore!^ There 
is hardly a page in die bible but what raifes his 
expe£tadon, and fills him widi joy; the 'more he 
contemplates the eternal ftate, die more is; his foul 
elated with rapture and blifs. And cookl we follow 
the truly religious man into tlie eternal worlds 
could we behold him in that celeftial ftate juft as 

04 he 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



$9 TRUE NATURB AND 

he is-^-c6uld we yiew his internal and externd ]ik-^ 
we ihould fee him ftand a pure^ fpotlefs farm of 
love and charity — ^all within the mind, heaven, peaces 
tranquiUtyj and jay. We fhould fee him in the 
prefence of his beloved Lord God and Saviour—^ 
furrounded with angelic forms of love, excellence, 
and beauty--*affociated with them, partaking . of 
their felicity, uniting with them in all the infinitely 
delightful exercifes of that kingdom— dwelling in a 
manfion erefted by the hand of omnipotence and 
wiidom — ^and ten thoufand times ten thoiifand in- 
ternal and external pleafures perpetually awaiting 
him, in continual and everlafting fuccelTion* In 
fliort, we fhould behold him folly and eternally 
delivered from all evil, pain, forrow, and death; 
and everlaftingly ia the poflefGon of all good, reft^ 
jcyy peace, lifey zadi pleafuri^ 

But here dl bupum language fails — no tongue 
can tell, no pencil paint,. no heart conceive thosb 
JOYS. However, glorious, greats and infinite ^5 
they are, they are not too glorious, too great, or too 
lading, for God to ,give. He hath promifed them, 
and referved them for every good man and wo- 
man; and he will give thenri to all who are fuch. 
Millions. of millions are now in die poflTeffion of 
them — ihouiaqds, and perhaps tens of thoufands, 
coiiftandy entering into poffeflion — and in a very 
few years, or tiays, we who are now before the 
Lprd, Ihall poffefs them likcwife ; if we are truly 
religious men and women. 

Now, 
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Now, my chriftian brethren, fay what you think 
of religion — is not the yoke of Jelus eafy, and his . 
burden light? Love bim — love your neighbour — . 
keep the commandments of your God. There is your 
whole duty— ^this is all the yoke and burden. . Is it 
not a light one ? E^ecially, when you confidcr what 
unfpeakable pleafurcs attend fuch a life. We have 
feen that the man of no religion, is perpetually 
unhappy-^has no peace, joy, or true pleafure — 
he lives in trouble, dies in pain, and Gnks in woe, 
£ut the man of real religion is happy here, cheerful 
through life — he dies in hope, and rifes to a glori- 
ous immortality. 

Surely, then, we Ihall all take the advice of our 
adorable and merciful Lord. He fays " take my 
** yoke upon you and learn of me 5 for I am 
^^ meek and lowly, and ye fhall find reft unto 
'^ your fouls." If we have not obeyed this injunc- 
tion, let us do it nowi and if we bavey let us con- 
tinue in the fcrvice of the Lord — and by fcripture 
and experience make ourfelves acquainted with the 
true pleafures of a religious life. I am confident 
my good friends, that only fuch a life can make 
us happy — ^you know it too. And, therefore, I 
hope we fhall all be united, and with one heart 
and mind engage in it. Not forgetting that true 
religion makes us good fubjefts — good members of 
fociety — good neighbours — as well as happy in our 
own fouls. If we abftain from that which is evil, 
and do that which is good, we muft be ufeful in life 

to 
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to al]> according to our ability. Azid die more we 
are to, the more pleafure fhall we fed in our own 
minds. 

Let us daily labor to get free of every evil of 
heart and life (for that alone is the cauie of all mi- 
«fery) and diligendy purfue the path of goodnefs, 
faitti, and love; that we may be filled with the 
joys and happinefs of heaven. And in a very litde 
time we Ihall find our regeneration compleated--* 
be called away* into the eternal world — ^behold the 
Lord Jcfus our G6d> whom we have loved and 
obeyed — mingle with the angels of heaven — enter 
our mahfions of peace and refl — ^partake the name* 
left felicities of that bleffed world — and enjoy the 
rewards and pleadires thereof^ which our God hath 
promifed (and will then give) through the bound* 
lefs ages of a happy and joyfiil eternity ! Which 
may the Lord Jcfus grant unto every one of us^ 
for his name and mercy fake. Amen, 
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THE LAW OF GOD ESTABLISHED; 

on, 

THE DECALOGUE A RULE OF LIFE TO ALL, AKD THE 

SUM AND SUBSTANCE OF ALL RELIGION. 



Matt, v. 17, 18- 
Thinjc not that I am come to deftrpy the law or the prophets : I am 
not come to dcftroy, but to fulfil. For verily I fay unto you, tiU 
heaven and earth pafs, one jot or one tittle &aU in no wife pafs from 
die law, till all be fuiaUecL 



1 AM pcrfaaded there are not any articles 
in our holy religion, in which mankind have bcco 
more miftaken, than in the nature of divhu layjSy 
and ibe redmption of Jefus Cbrifti two fiibjefts 
theife which^ one wbuW fuppofe, all>:hriftians fliould 
be agreed in, however thef may differ in other 

matters 
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matters — ^becaufe thcfc appear to be real funda^ 
mentals of chriftianity. And, indeed, our Lord's 
fernion upon the mount (which our text is a part 
of) has fet the firll article in fo clear and exprels a 
light, that one would imagine a clofe attention to 
that difcourfe would fet us right in our judgment 
upon it. For it feems that very discourse was 
chiefly dcfigned to expound to us the nature of 
his divine laws, and our obligadons to obfervc them. 

I fliall, in fpeaking from our text, endeavor to 
Ihew the fallacy of thofe opinions which are gene- 
rally maintained concerning the moral law(fo called) 
and the redemption of Jefus Chrifti And then at- 
tempt to fet thofe fubjefts in thcjr true and fcrip- 
turd light. 

And here permit me to xequeft not only your 
attention, but your candor i for any attempt to re- 
fute popular opinions is, confefledly, a difagreeablc 
tafk i as thofe pcrfons who maintain them will find 
themfelves more or lefs hurt by that refutation. 
Every perfon, who is fincere and upright in his 
profelTion, fuppofes his own fentiments right and 
true-j and therefore whatever oppofes thofe fenti- 
timents, will give him a degree of pain : and the 
more fo, in proportion to hiis confirmation in thofe 
opinions. 

Nevcrthelefs, I prefume, fincere and upright 
perfons will be willing to hear what may be ad- 
vanced againft their view of things ,• and with 
candor and impartiality weigh what may be faid on 

the 
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the Other fide the qucftion. Our chief defire 
Ihould be to know the truth — to examine what we 
hear, with an unbiaffed judgment — and to receive 
whatever appears to us ratmal artd fcriptural, 
though it may be different from our former view 
of things. The law of which our Lord is fpeak- 
iflg in our text, every one knows,- is the holy lala 
of his wordy and which has comrtidnl^ been called 
the moral law, or the ten commandmcntSi. I (ay 
it has been commonly called the moral law, I fup- 
pofe, in diftindion fronrt the ceremonial law ; "but 
although it may* be called moral, yet it appears to 
be ffirituat and^ c^lefiial aJfo--»as it Gomprehendd 
in it tvtrY part of our duty bi&th* to God and man; 
and therefore it is in itfelf immutable and imchang^ 
able* Now^ic-c^gene rally believed that the Ii<>rdi 
when he t^k upon biiiv^r natiire, and came to 
redeem mankihd; came alfo to abrogate, or fet 
a(ide that law \ and that although* the firft ages, and 
the Jews, were under it, yet Tmce the coming of 
the Lord we arc nidt u»ider it: for they fay it is a 
legal bpndagei^C covenant if works, and in itfelf 
impraaicabte. That men before the fall had power 
;$p;keep it, but fince the fall no^ man has that 
.power; and that it is utterly /impoffible tha^t it 
IKouId be kept by man. . Yet they fay that God, 
as the lawgiycfr has an undoubted right to com- 
mand and require liis creatures to obftrve that law;, 
and in confequenc« of their breaking it, to confign 
them to hell, and endlefs mifery. But it is main- 
tained 
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tained tlut Jefiis Chrift came into the world as our 
ffdfiitutij to do that for us (in this cafe) which we 
could not do for ourielves> and whichjt if not done 
for 13S, we muft inevitably perilh — confequendy^ ' 
that he fulfilled every iota of that law on cur ac- 
count i and in.ourjieadi that we might be delivered 
from its condemning power^ and exempted, from 
im obedience to its conimands : and^ therefore, that 
chriflians are not now^ in any fenre> under that 
law, . 

And to lay that we are ftiU c^liged to obierve 
it$ bjun(^ions> regulate our lives dieceby^ and walk 
according to its requifitionSj is to bring us back 
again to Mofes-**-to a legal bondage,; and ^ covenant 
of works ; which they fay is fuhverfive of all true 
chri{liamty> and eftabHfhing juftHkationby works^ 
and not by grace. Yea^ much iarther than this 
do chriftians in general go-— for it is maintained 
that Jefus Chrifl: came to make fads&^on to God 
the Father, on the behalf of men, for their viola^ 
tion df the law ; and that he paid the debt due to 
divine juftice, in our ftead — ^fuffercd the puhifh-v 
ment due to our. fins, in his own perfon— ^atoned 
thereby divine wrath^«-thus magnified the law, and 
made it honorable-r*^y obeyed every jot and 
tittle of it for us^ and on our account, and in our 
firead— ^nd that hiis a£iive and pafllve cight^oufiieis 
is adually and abfolutely iimputed to all that be-* 
lieve— by which r%hte6ufnefs tht believer is ^owr- 
ed^ fardmedy juftified^^'-^ his fiii^ are overlooked 

—that 
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«— ^that God Ac Father fees no fin in the believer 
^-— and that he is accepted in his fight, through the 
merit of liis Son's righteoufiiefs, fo imputed to his 
fcfuL Confequcntly, he is no longer under this 
|aw» either as a covenant of works;, or as a rule of 
life. It becomes a dead letter, and the evangelical 
chriflian has nothing at all to do with it, but is in 
a much higher ftatc. 

And hence they infer, that redemption confifh in 
the Lojfd's flauoding in the place of the finner— 
being punifhed for the finner-— paying thc-finner's 
dcbt^-bbeyihg the law for Him— bearing the wrath 
and juftice of God in his fl:ead*-recohciUflg the 
Father to his offending creatures— and making 
them righteous in his own r^teoulheis, fo imput- 
ed to, and ipread over, thoir fins and' their ibub; 
and that the finner is brought into this ftate of ac^ 
ceptance and juftificatbn, not in confequence of 
trtit repentante, regenerntiohy Mv, and ohdience-^ 
but fiimply and alone by a bare inftantaneous a£t of 
faith va the Lord Jefiis Chrift, and his righteouf- 
nefs. That,thi$ faith is the immediate gift of 
God, 'without any concurrence or operation on 
man's parti and tha^ when it has* taken place, tUe 
rnan has nothing more t^ do with the moral law. 
He is neither condeinned by the breach of it, fiib- 
jef): to it^ nor is it a rule of life to him^ yet he will, 
moft tmaccountably fay,, that this i&ith will change 
the heart, and make the man good and holy. — 
And hence, if you ittcnnpt to recommend a con- 

fcientious 
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fcientious regard to the commandmeritSy and la/ 
that without wprks we cannot be juftified ; they 
will inimediately reply, * Why this is alll^afity-^ 
« felf-righteoufiicfs— you arc bringii^ us back again 
* to Mofes and the law, and d^ftroyingour'chriftiaa 
« liberty. You arc a jrfiarifee and a w6rkraonger, 
« and are letting afide the atonement^ the righteouf-^ 
^nejs of Jefus Cbrijly and jujiification iy faith. akne I 
« Wc are not under the law, but under grace/ If 
we rejoin, and fay, * But are wc not to be holy ?* 
They will fay, ' Yes, w6 are made fo by this 
^ faith.* And thus the whole of redemption and 
ialvation is relblved into faith alone, and the itrtpn* 
tadbn of Chrift's righteoufnels. . 

Now, firs, if this be adhially the cafe, and thefe 
are the genuine dodrmes of the bible, what a flrange 
religion ours is ? What an uncouth fyftem is chrif- 
danity !— Here is God. the Father giving laws to 
mani which man cannot keep — ^and yet he burns 
with wrath towards them, becaufe they break 
thofe laws ; yea, he determines to punifh them in 
hell for ever, for. their difobedience to laws which 
they never had power to obferve. And here is 
Jefus Chrift reprefented as another God, equal with 
the Father, coming to difcharge men frwn the ob- 
ligations of diofe laws which his Father has given, 
by fulfilling them himfelf— and at the fame time he 
tells them that thiy muft obey /i&£9!»<— that not one 
jot or tittle of the law fhall fail — that except their 
righteoufneis exceeds that of the fcribes and pha* 

rifeesi 
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rifccs, they fliall in no cafe enter into the kingdom of 
heaven^f— and that whofoever breaks the Icaft of 
chefe commandments, and teaches others fo, Ihall 
be called the leaft in the kingdom of heaven— yea, 
the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus is faid to be 
imputed to men, in order to exempt thenl from 
keeping the laws of God ; and to juftify them, al- 
though they live in the breach of his command- 
ments. 

Surely, firs, thefe things cannot be true ! Men 
muft have ftrangely miftaken the mind of- the 
Lord, his defign in coming, and the nature of his 
redemption !— It can never be, that the Lord 
would fulfil a law, in order to give us a licence to 
break it with impunity ; nor can he take us from 
under thofe laws which contain our whole duty to- 
wards both God and man. If this is redemption, 
it is fuch an one as no good man can wifh to re^ 
cdive. Doth not the Lord tell us, in our text, 
*^ that he did not come to deftroy either the law 
** or the prophets, but to fulfil j" that is, to explain 
their nature, enforce an obedience to them> and give 
us power to obferve them ? Let us inqiiire, for a 
moment, what the law of God is, and what it re- 
quires of us. Doth not the Lord himfelf 'tell us, 
that to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
foul, and mind, and to love our neighbour as our- 
ielves, is the fum and fiibftance of all the decalogue, 
or ten commandments ? Doth he not tell us, that on 
ibefe two hang all the law and the prophets ? He 

H doth 
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doth pofitivcly teli us thus much.^ And is it pof- 
fible that mankind ibould at any time, or under 
any difpenikion, be exempted or excufcd from lov- 
ing God and his neighbour? If he obierve not 
thofe duties, can he.be called a chriftian ? Is he a 
man ? Is he not rather an infcmal ? From what 
iburce do all the fins and abominations of the world 
arife, but the want of this love ? And will not this 
love to God and man be the only rule of Kfe, both to 
men and to angels, through all eternity ? And doth 
not die Lord fay, when expounding the nature of 
the divine law, *' Ye have hcjurd that it hath been 
" faid, thou flialt love liy neighbour, and hate 
^' thy enemy i but I lay unto you, love your ene- 
'' mies, blefs them diat curfe you, do good to them 
" that hate you, and pray for them which dclpite- 
** fully ufe you, and per&cute you— chat you may 
** ie the children of your Father y which is in heaven.'^ 
Here you find this univerfal love to oiir neighbour 
is made efeniialfy neceffary to our becoming the 
duldren of God— fo far was the Lord from fetung 
the law alide. 

Certainly, then, we have to do with this law. It 
is a rule of Hfe, and will be fo to us for ever ; and 
Jefiie rofuld not poilibly come to exempt us from 
an obedience to it, ^his cannot be redemption* 
Suppofc Jefus Chrift had aftually fiiJfiMed the di- 
vine law in our Head, and for us--^had fuffered the 
punilhmcnt due to us for the breach of it — could 
we ftiU be' happy, ^idtout lovit^ God and our neigh- 
bour ? 
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hour ? We could not. Then, if we could not be 
happy, wJiat would r^emptbn be? But to fup- 
pofe that Jefu^ Chrift came to make fatisfaftion to 
the Father's juftice, to atone his wrath, pay the 
fxnner's debt, and reconcile the Father to finners, 
and that this is redemption — is to fuppofe what ne-- 
ver did exiji, nor ever can. Jj*or this is not only to 
maintain the exiftence of two Gods, but alio, that 
the nature of the one is different from the nature of 
the other -, becaufe it is exprefsly faying, that the 
Father could not be reconciled to finners, without 
JuUfaymentmade — and that his juftice and wrath 
are luch, as to admit of nothing lefs than an ade* 
quate and full fadsfadion for the fins of men : but 
diat Jefus Chrift: was fo full of mercy, goodnefs, and 
compaffion, that ^though his juftice demanded fa- 
dsfaflipn equal with the Father's, a$ being equally 
Gody yet he would gi^e up that demand, and even 
condefcend to pay the debt due to the Father, and 
atone hi$ wrath, that finners mi^t be faved. 

Now what is this lefs than to declare the exiftence 
of two Gods, different from each odic;r in their 
natures— ^the one implacable^ the other flacaile — 
the oMfull of wrath y the other full of mercy--'^t 
oxitfeocre^ and the other kind. 

My chriftian friends, let us rdinquifti fuch ftrange 
and incbnfiftent noti<^. God is one, in effenu^ in 
nature^ and in perfon. He is kind and lovirg to 
all his creatures — ^he cannot condemn them for 
not doing that which they are not able to do. He 
H 2 gives 
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gives them no laws but he gives them alfo a 
power to keep them ; but as mankind have abuf- 
cd that power, given themfelves up to evil, and to* 
the power and temptations of infernal fpirits j it 
pleafed this God of love and mercy to take upon 
himfelf our nature— in that nature he fubdued the 
powerof hell— opened the way for us to be ever- 
laftingly happy — and thus redeemed our fouls. He 
fought againft the hells in his own perlbn, conquer- 
ed the powers of darknefs for us, and made falva- 
tion poflible to all who believe on his name^ love 
him, and obey him. He therefore redeems us 
from all iniquity, deftroys the works of the devil^ 
and raifes us again to his own image, likenels, and 
kingdom. 

Redemption confifts in a deliverance from in- 
fernal Ipirks, and from all evil in heart and life ; 
and by this deliverance only can we enjoy redemp- 
tion. Our God is a God of holinefi and mercy : 
his creatures had fallen into impurity and mifery — 
for as purity, or goodnefs, is the alone fountain of 
all happineisj fo impurity, or evil, is the alone 
fountain of all mifery : therefore this God of good- 
nefs and mercy came to redeem man from evil 
and mifery — not to atone divine wrath, for he had 
none to atone — not to reconcile the Father, or him- 
felf, to man, for he is the Father, and ever was re- 
conciled to his creatures. What the Lord came 
to do, therefore, was not for himfelf, but for fallen 
man. All the procefs of redemption refpeds the 

good 
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good and happinefs of the creature^ and was cal- 
culated to f aife him from death to life*— frorii fin to 
holincfs— from hell to heaven — ^and from Satan to 
Qod. So &r was the Lord from coming to abro-- 
gate his own laws, or exempt men from an. obedi- 
ence to thetn, that he came to teach, us their na- 
ture, their purity, and the abfolute neceflity of being 
cojrfbrroed to them. 

It is true that man, as a fallen finner, under die 
power of evil, is not of himfdf capable of obeying 
thofe laws ; neither iis he; of himfelf capable of 
moving his tongue, or his hand : all power is 
from the Lord ajone. Whatever is ipiritual,. good, 
and heavenly, is from him; but then he doth in 
mercy give t6 every man, a power and capability 
of doing whatlbever he commands man to do. 
This : is fully illuftrated in the holy word, and in 
many places. '^ Behold I give you power to tread 
" oh fcrpents, and fcorpions, and over all the power 
** of the enemy." And in die parable of the pounds^ 
one had ten, another five, another one ; every man 
according to his feveral ability. Nor was he that 
had but one condemned, becaufc he had not im- 
proved twoy or fivey biit becaufe he had bid that one 
in the eardi, and had not improved it. 

It is.impoffible in the nature of things, for God 
to command us to do that which we have no power 
to do; becaufe God is both goody znd jujfy and 
^i/(^. But were we required^ on pain of death and 
mifery, to do what we could not do, where would 
H 3 be 
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be his goodnefs, his jufticc, or his wifdom ? Would 
wy 'wife and juft man fo treat his child, his fer* 
rant^ or hb (lave ? No, he would not. Much lefs, 
then, an the Almighty God, who is all love, truth,, 
jufticc, and wifdom. 

Now as to this law, of- which our Lord (peaks 
in the ten — ^what part of diat law is it which we 
cannot do ? Cannot we refrain from murder, theft, 
adukery, covetoufheis, falfe witneis ? Cannot we 
love our parents, our neighbour, and our God ? 
Yes, we affurcdly can do all this ; not of ourfelvcs, 
independent of the Lord, for widiout him we can 
do noiiung — ^but by his afllftance w^ can do all 
thefe things. Nay, we absolutely muft do them, or 
we never can be redeemed, and made happy. It 
is. the love of God and. our neighbour which con- 
ftitutcjs h(^ven : it is the want of this love, or hatred 
to God and our neighbour, which conftitutes hell. 
All good and happine& are from the former lovc, 
a}l evil and mifery from the latter love ;— and can 
we call the love of God and our neighbour mere 
legality'"^ cffi^nant of werks^^gal bondage ^ Is it 
not rathef truly ipirituaj, evangelic, and heavenly ? 
Is it not that very life which every good man would 
wifli to live ? And is it hot that fife which all the 
angels,, and glorified ipirits in heaven, liye^ and will 
live for ever ? Surely we are convinced that it is ? 
Redemption, then, is nil thai which delivers us 
from a contrary life — ^which puts us in a capacity to 
live this life — and which adhially brings us into the 

enjoy- 
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enjoyment of it. But we are not j>row^t into 
this ftate, or life, merel^f by faitby Jitifplt faitby or 
faiib ^Imt^ as il isfaidj but rather, by the influence 
of divine love and truth from the Lord, whereby 
we are led to true rcpentaixce, which is the begin- 
ning of ^redemption in man i forfaking of evil, 
bcHcving on and Ibving the Lord our God, and 
lincere obedieiK^e to his (fivine laws. 

Wheft this change iy wrought in the mind, then 
we fee that our righceoufncfo muft exceed therigh- 
teoufhe^ of the fcribes and pharifeesi which was 
only an ext€md, l^pocriticnly and partial one > and 
that we muft be internally righteous, aSually rigbte- 
ousy and impartially (b : that the laws of God muft 
be engraven on the heart, and fulfilled in the life 
—^hat we muft depart from tsU evil, and do that 
which is good—and that we muft do this as of our* 
Jelves ; - yet knowing that the power fo to do is from 
the Lord^-^and that all goodnefi and truth, faith and 
love, "charity and obedience, arife from the influence 
of his 4ivine love and truth upoiv our will and un- 
derftanding. And here we are enabled to fee moft 
plainly y that we can keep the laws of God — be ac- 
tually righteous, both internally and externallv^ 
and at the fame time we have nothing t6 boaft of 
as to ourfelyes ; all the power is from the Lord 
alone, and to him alone returns all the praife and 
glory for ever and ever. 

We are thus led to underftand, that the law of 
God,' inftcad of being abrogated, fet afide, and that 

H 4 we 
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we have nothing to do with it 5 is, on the contrary^, 
the rule of our life — the fum and fubftance of all 
religion — ^that it is fpiritual and divine — and that it. 
will be our rule of life and conduft in' the other 
world, and through the endlcfs ages of eternity. 
Though heaven and earth pafs, yet one iota or tiitle 
of the law (hall not fail. " Do we then make 
^' void the law through i&ith ? God forbid — ^yea, 
^' we eftablifh' the law" (fays Paul), .And hereby 
we learn, too^ how unneceffary^ and alfo how impojfible 
it is, that the righteoulhefe of Jefus Chrift fbould 
be imputed to uSi and become ourj, that we may be 
juftified. 

Firft, It is unnecejary, bccaufe the true chriftian-^ 
the man who believes in loves, aqd olDeys the Lord, 
is aft'ually made righteous. His evils are fub- 
dued— his heart and life arc changed — ^he is regene- 
rated, bom again, made a new man-^in fhort, he i$ 
reftored to the image and likenefi. of his God, 
He is the pure in heart, who fhall fee the I^ord. 
Therefore, the imputation of another righteoufnefs 
is unnecejfary. 

But again, the imputation of the Lord's righ- 
teoufnefs, is a thing impoffible. His righteoufnefs 
is the righteoufnefs of a God — for he is God 
alone ; and treation, redemption, or Jdvation, might 
as well be imputed to us as that righteoufnefs. 
For his righteoufnefs is a thing purely divine, and 
therefore cannot be imputed to any creature. The 
fad is, that the notion which has prevailed in the 

chriilian 
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chrillian church, namely, that there are more Gods 
thaa one; with a few paflages in the holy word 
(and more particularly in Paul's epiftles) wrongly 
underftood, have been the real caufe of all thcfe 
unfcriptural and irrational fcntiments concerning 
the law of God, redemption, imputation, and faitb 
alone. But I hope the time is come, in which the 
pious mind will be delivered from the Jhackles of 
tradition — the bondage ^i falfe doSfrine — and be led 
to acknowledge the Lord Jefus Chrift as the one 
only God of beanjen and earth. Then will he fee 
that redemption confifts in a deliverance from air 
evil and mifery, and a reftoration of the foul to 
real goodnefs, the image and likenefs of God, and 
the enjoyment of ^1 that is heavenly and divine. 

Let me intreat my audience to take into ferious 
confideration what I have laid before you, upon 
thefe very important fubjeds — exanriine and judge 
for yourfclves — and let enlightened reafon and pure 
truth determine your judgment. I have endeavor- 
ed to prove that Jefus Chrift came, not to atone 
divine wrath — ^not to fulfil the law on our account, 
that we might be exempted from obedience to it 
— not to reconcile the Father to finners, and make 
him placable; — but that he came to deliver us 
from the power of all evil — to fubdue the infernal 
powers — to redeem us from all iniquity — and to 
purify unto himfelf a people, zealous of good 
works. I have labored to prove, that the law 
of God is not only moral, but fpiritual and divinq 

— that 
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— ^that it is immutable and eternal— rthat we have 
power given unto us to obfervc it— and thai: to 
love the Lord with all the heart, and our neigh* 
hour as ourfelves, is the fum and fubftance of 
that law. 

May every one of us experience a real redemp« 
tion from all evil, &l(hood, and miiery ; and a res- 
toration to all that is good, true, and heavenly: 
then we fhall delight in the law of God, after the 
inward man — and in a little time be tranflated to 
that bleiTed world, where all is love, goodnefs, and 
joy, for evermore. Amen. 



SERMON 
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THE INTERNAL PURIFIED j 

'• y OR, 

THE REAL MEMBER OF THE LORD'S TRUE CHURCH 
A HOLY MAN. 



ISA, IV. 3, 4. 

And it ihaU contie iff pafs, that he that'ie kft in Zioni and he ^lat re- 
maineth in Jeiaifalem, Ihall be called holy 5 ev^n every one that is 
written among the living in J^rufalem : when the Lord ihall have 
wafhed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and fliall have purg- 
ed the bbod of Jenif^em from the nudft thereof, by the fpkit of 
judgment^ and by the ipirit of burning. 



X HE latter part of the preceding chapter 
treats of the vaftation and end of the Men church; 
in the beginning of this chapter a new church is 
Ipoken of, and its quality, and charafter are defcribed 
in the words of our text. "Whoever carefully at- 
tends to what is written in the third chapter, muft 
be convinced that it has an internal and ipiritual 

mean- 
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meaning, and that it cannot be literally undcrftood. 
The fame may be faid concerning the chapter before 
us, for it is faid, *' In that day fhall feven women 
^' take hold of one man, faying. We will eat our 
" own bread, and wear our own apparel, only let 
'* us be called by thy name, to take away our re- 
" proach/' Now, according to the bare letter, what 
has all this to do with religion ? Or how could feven 
women, by cleaving to one man, take away their 
reproach ? Would they not, by fo doing, rather 
expofe thtmfelves to reproach ? It muft be evident 
they would. Is it not plain, then, that if the bible 
is the word of the living God, it muft have an in- 
ternal meaning, a Ipiritual fenfe, included in the 
literal ? And can wc underftand the word, unlefs 
we ^rc acquainted with that fenfe ? Is it not nccef- 
fary that we have fome certain rule and guide to go 
by, that we may know it ? For if we only conjeSurey 
and guefs what it is, we may be miftakeny very widely 
err — be at no certainty. But when the fcience of 
correjpondencesy in which the word is written, is known 
— and the mind is under illumination from the Lord; 
then the interior fpiritual meaning of divine truth 
may be underftood — its beauty and excellence dif- 
covered — and the word of God will appear as his 
WORD — divine^ celeftialy and heavenly y in every word 
and letter. 

I have obferved, that the beginning of this chap- 
ter Ipeaks of a new churchy which fhould be efta- 
bliflicd after the defolation and end of the former; 

and 
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and it is thus dcfcribed*— " In that 6zyfeven women 
^ fhall take hold of one man." By the number fc- 
ven is always, in the word, meant what is holy — by 
woman is fignified the church — and by women (as 
here) ^taffe£tions — by one man, is meant divine 
truth in its complex. The meaning, therefore, is, 
that the good and holy afFedions of the will, Ihould 
be united with divine truth in the underftanding,- and 
the members of the church fhall fay, we will eat our 
own bread; that is, we will appropriate the love 
and goodnefs of the Lord, which fs the true and 
living bread, for our fouls — we will wear our own 
apparel y that is, we will appear in the garments of 
righteoufnefs, humility, and charity-— only let -us be 
called by thy name, to take away our reproach : 
that is, let us not be under the influence of error 
and falfhood, but principled in heavenly wifdom and 
genuine truth, as the people of the Lord. " In that 
" day ihall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and 
" glorious, and the fruit of the earth ftiall be excellent 
** and comely, for them that are efcaped of Ifrael i" 
viz. the branch, or church, engrafted into the Lord, 
the true vine, fhall be principled in goodnefs and 
truth — ^in charity and faith — and all the fruits, the 
external life, condud, and walk, fhall be becomings 
bofyy and beavenlyy with all thofe true Ifraelites who 
had efcaped th? general defolation of the former 
vafled and fallen church. And then (as in the words 
firil read) " he that is left in Zion, and he that re- 
" maineth in Jerufalem, fhall be cdMtdiholyi even 

" every 
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•« every one that is written among the living in 
<^ Jerufakm. When die Lord fliall have wafhed 
<< away the filth of the dau^ters of Zion, and fhall 
" have purged the blood of Jenifalem from the 
« midft thereof, by the fpirit of judgment, and by, 
« the (pirit of burnbg." 

In ipeaking from thefe words we will, 

Firfty Ctmfider what the Lord will do for bis church ^ 
and all the true members of if. 

Secondly y By what means he will do it. 
Thirdly y Explain who are meant by thoje left in Zion, 
and remaining in Jerujalem. Andy 

Fourthly y Notice their quality and charaSer. 

And as I wilh, in this difcourfe, to treat of things 
th&t relpeft our intorior Jiatesy and which are of 
ejfential importance', fo I hope you will give your 
ferious attention, and endeavor to profit by the ob- 
lervanons which may be made. For we fhall do well 
to confider that religion, heaven, and happinefs, are 
internal things ; they refpeft the mindy and mufl: have 
their rcfidcncc and exiftence there. 

Firfl, then, we will confider what the Lord 
will do for his true church and every real member 
of it. This is fignified by wafhing away the filth 
of the daughters of Zion, and purging the blood 
of Jerufalem from the midfl thereof. 

Firft, It may be neccflfary to explain the termsy 
and then enlarge upon the work itfelf. By Ziony is 

fignified 
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fignificd the celcftial principle of love and charity— 
by daughters of Zion, all the good afFe&ions of the 
will — by j^lth, all kinds of evil — by wajbing if away^ 
is lignified the removal thereof, and the purification 
of the will — by Jerufalem, is figaifi.cd the fpirituai 
principle in man, and which relates to the under- 
ftanding — ^by blood, the falfification of divine truth, 
and all fellhood and error — by purging, is meant the 
cleanfing of the underftanding therefrom — and by 
the midfi, is fignified the inmoft of the mind. 
There arc in every man a natural, a fpirituai, and 
a celeftid degree, or principle ; without which he 
could not become regenerate, fpirituai, and heavenly. 
But as man has turned, or averted himfelf &om the 
Lwd; fo he has turned or averted thofe principles 
--^his natural degree is become fen/ual — his fpirituai, 
earthly, or worldly — and his celefHal, evil and infernal. 
Hence it is, that except we be changed, bom again, 
or regenerated, we cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. As, therefore, a man examines himfdf 
by the word of the Lord, and comes into a ftate 
of penitence and faith, he fees that he is in himfelf 
nothing but mere evil, faljhood, and ignorance. His 
will is under the influence of felf-love, love of the 
world, and dominion — fubje6t to every abominable 
luft, evil propenfity, and fenfual defir^^his under-* 
ftanding in darknefs and error — ^and his whole life 
depraved and finful. But as a confcioufhefs of his 
fiate excites in him a defire to be delivered from it, 
and as he wiflies to depart from what is evil, in ex- 
ternal 
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ternal life — fo he willingly gives up his mind to the 
Lord who wafhes him from his filth, or cleanfeth 
him from evils in the internal man ; influencing his 
will, purifying his afl^eftions, illuminating his under- 
ftanding, and regenerating his whole mind. For 
although man cannot cleanfe and regenerate himiel^ 
yet he can return to the Lord, by repentance and 
faith — he can depart from his evil ways — co-operate 
with the merciful defigns of the Lord — and thus 
prepare himfelf for the Lord to enter by his divine 
influx, and ^regenerate his internal. This power is 
given to man by the Lord, and he may make ufc of 
it to that end. But we will. 

Secondly, Confider by what means the Lord e£. 
fefteth this work. It is faid, our Lord will do this, 
« by t\it fpir it of judgment i and by tht fpirit af burn-^ 
<« ing.*\ By thelpirit of judgment is meant, the Ipirit 
of divine truth. For truth is light — it is truth that 
difcovers to us our evils and falfes — it is truth that 
judges. Hence our Lord fays, '' the word that I 
*' have fpoken, that fhall judge you in the laft day." 
Therefore it is called the fpirit of judgment. As 
man, therefore, turns himfelf to the Lbrd by medi- 
tation, repentance, prayer, and the like, he opens 
his underftanding to the influx of divine wifdom, 
by which he is illuminated — fees and knows the 
truth — ^is convinced of his own ignorance^ errors, 
and falfes — is confcious how he has felfified and per- 
verted the word, to juftify his own evils r he gives 
up his mind to the light of divine truth, and his 

underftanding 
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underftanding is purged from error, ignorance, vaki 
rcalbning, and falfe perfuafions. 

And, fecondly, ** By the ^irit of burning,*' is 
meant, Ae influx of divine love from the Loixl, inio 
the will principle. It is called the Ipirit of burning, 
becaufe as a divine and heavenly fire, it bums up and 
confiimes our lulls, our evil loves, our infernal paf- 
lions, and aflfe6tions -, our envy, anger, pride, hatred, 
and every difpofition which is contrary to the love 
of God and our neighbour. As this love enters 
into the mind, it influences the will, raifes the aflFec- 
tions to the Lord, begets charity, humility, meek- 
ncfs, and every heavenly virtue. And thus the 
fpiritual degree is opened in the underftanding, the 
ccleftial degree in the will, and the internal man is 
wafhed and cleanfed from the filth of infcmd loves, 
vile afFeftions, and evil difpofitions. In proportion, 
therefore, as this work is accompliflied in the, foul, 
our regeneration is efFefted, and we become Ipiritual 
and celeftial men. 

But we proceed, thirdly, to explain, who arc 
meant by thofe ^* left in Zion, and thofe remaining 
** in Jerufalem." By fuch as are left in Zion, are 
fignified, all fuch who at the confammation and end 
of the church, are in a principle of teve, or goodnefs. 
To iliuftrate this, we will fuppofe akv church, that 
is really fallen into evib of life and fklfes of dodtf ine, 
infomuch that it is brought to its confummation and 
end 5 neverthelefs, there are individuals in that faUen 
church who arc truly in the good of life— who love 

I God 
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God and their neighbour^^ and walk accordingly—- 
yet, through the general prevalence of ignorance 
and error, they are in falfe dodlrine — unacquainted 
with the genuine truths of the holy word. Thefe 
are they who arc left in Zion — ^they are in a date of 
goodnefs, and prepared for the reception of divine 
light and truth a^ it appears, and are proper perfons 
to compofe the new church of the Lord. And by 
thofe who remain in Jerufalem are meant, thofe in 
the fame fallen church whofe fpiritual: principle is 
opened — who are in the love of truth — and are thus 
prepared for the appearing of the Lord. Such 
charafters are faved from the general defolation — 
arc called into the Lord's kingdom, or church, and 
by the fpirit of judgment, and by the fpirit of burn- 
ing; that is, by divine truth and love, are waftied 
from their evils, and cleanfed from their falfcs and 
errors. 

Let us, therefore, proceed to notice the quality 
and cbaraSer of thofe who are living members of the 
Lord's true church. 

And firft, they are men of /r«//&— delivered from 
falfhood, error, and darknefs — ^no longer under the 
influence of traditions, human inventions, and falfe 
dpftrines — but taught of the Lord, illuminated by 
wifdom (voxjn above, and principled in the truths and 
doftrines of the holy word — ^being convinced of 
their own ignorance — not daring to put their truft in 
man — and thirfting for pure living water — they have 
given up their underftanding to the Lord only; 

who. 
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vrho, by the influx of divine wifdom, has given 
them to difcern between darknefs and light, &lfhood 
and truth s between the traditions of men, and the 
genuine truths of the facred pages. 

Secondly, they are men of goodnefs — ^waflied 
and cleanfed from the filth of fclf-lovc, fenfuality, 
iuft, hatred, and every abominable evil, by the 
Ipirit of burning; by the influx of divine love into 
their will and afFeftions — io that they are no longer 
in the love or practice of iniquity, but cultivating 
every heavenly grace and virtue — ^pious towards 
God, faithful towards jnen, and diligently watchful 
over their own hearts and lives — ^principled in the 
love of goodnefs — ^true reli^on is their life — and 
their one delight, to do the will of God. Their 
internal and their external agree, and their outward 
life correfponds to their internal ftate. 

And, thirdly, they are men of love and charity. 
They love the Lord Jefus Chrifl with all the heart, 
foul, mind, and flrength, and from that love they 
obey him: he is their father, and they are his 
children. His image and likenefs are manifcft in 
them — and all who are acquainted with them, know 
that they are the fons of God. And O! how 
great, how heavenly, how divine is religion, when 
it flows from pure love to God our Saviour! But 
they are men of charity. They love their neigh- 
bour, their fellow men, as they love themfclves. 
Hence they are flrangers to refentment, anger, 
envy, hatred, and pride ; they are meek, lowly, and 
I 2 humble 
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humble minded s they take care to injure no one 
in perfon, property, or charafterj but are doing 
them all poffible good, feeking their welfare as they 
feck their own. The whole world is their country, 
and all its inhabitants their brothers and fifters — ^fo 
extcnfive is their love — fo boundlefs their philan- 
throphy. But ^ain, they arc men of bolinefs s by 
which I mean, a pure fcriptural and heavenly dif- 
poHtion and life. A pure principle of goodnefs 
dwells in their breaft--the laws of God are written 
otk their hearts — and the life of heaven appears in 
their condu<5t Whatever is impure, unchaAe, im- 
moral, and vain, they abhor \ whatever is pure, chafte, 
and good, they delight in. Religion is no taik, but 
a plealune-— no fervitude, but pcrfcft freedom. 
They are good, not from the fear of death, but 
from a principle of life^ in fine, they are men 
of a fpirilual and celejiial life-^^hcy are internally 
and eternally the fame~-they fhall be called holy, 
even every one that is written among the living in 
Jerufalcm. And in Zechariah it b faid,. <^ In that 
^' day there ihall be written upon the bell$ of the 
/ " horfes, holineis to the Lord— every pot in Judah 
" and Jerufalcm fhall be hoHnefs unto the Lord." 
By which places (and many more) nothing leis is 
fignified than that the living a)en)bers of the Lord's 
true church will be perfoos of thf m^ft CKimplary 
goodnefs — ^patterns of love^ charity, and truth — 
found in faith — holy in life--«-amiable in charadter 
~and the belt of chriftian^. 

Permit 
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Permit me^ then^ to conclude my remarks upon 
thefe words, by calling your attention to the import 
of them, as they rcfpedt your own fouls. If we 
are.truc members of the Lord's church, the text is 
more or lefe realized in our own minds. " The 
'^ fiJth of the daughters of Zion is wafhed away" 
-«-viz. our affedions are no longer in evil ; we are 
not peribns of fenfuality, pride, luft, felf-love — ^we 
delight not in what is impure, fildiy, beneath the 
dignity of man, and oppofite to the holy laws of the 
Lord. The fpirit of burning, the divine love of the 
Lord, has operated upon the will, the affedions, and 
burnt up thofc evil propcnfitles, thofe infernal loves 
and lufts, which before governed the internal. It 
will not be a fruitlcfs or unnecelTary work for us, 
to enter into felf-examinadon upon this head. It is 
very poflible that we may hear the truth, receive it 
with a degree of warmth, talk much of it, and ear- 
neftly recommend it to others ; and at the fame time 
we may not be under the influence of divine love — 
but too much in the affedtion of evil. If the truth 
of heaven, the fpirit of judgment, hath purged away 
the blood of Jerufalem — the falfification of truth, 
error, tradition, and human inventions — be thankful, 
very thankful to the Lord; but remember, irutb 
without good, is as light without heat in the winter 
feafon — when ncxhing grows, but the face of nature 
is barren^ and prefents an unpleafing pidtire of fte^ 
rility. So will it be with thy mind, if diou haft 
truth only, and art not animated by heavenly love. 

1 3 Let 
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Let US ever remember, that the life of all religion 
and goodnefe is love — ^nA truth the exiftence thereof. 
If love, therefore, be our life; if our afFe6tions are 
raifed to the Lord — we love him with all the heart, 
foul, mind, and ftrength, and our neighbour as our-* 
fclvesi then we fhali be men and women of holi- 
nefs, humility, meeknefs ; every amiable virtue and - 
heavenly grace will flourilh upon fuch a foil, be 
eonfpicuous in -our life, and adorn our, charafter. 
Truth by itfelf is barjhj fiuhhom^ and Jevere\ but 
truth and love united, arc mild, Jofty and heavenly. 
They foftcn our rugged nature — fubdue our difor- 
dered pafljons-^ — regulate our irregular defires-rrr 
deftrpy pur felf-lpve and impetuous lufts-r-and make 
us pure, holy, and goods ye?, they regenerate th^ 
whole internal and external man. 

The importance of this regeneration you muft 
be fenfible of. And I can but intreat every one of 
you, who embrace the doftrines and truths of this 
difpenfation, to be very felicitous for this full and 
total renewal of the mind into the image and like-r 
nefs of your God. We are not only told in the 
words of our text, what the Lord will do for his 
Zion, his true church, and what every member of 
it Jhall be ; but we have alfo every poffible incentive^ 
every animating motive^ every invigorating encourage- 
ment, to become men pf love, charity, and holinefs. 
Divine truth is opened to our view — the eternal 
world difplayed — ^religion and goodnefs exhibited in 
inexpreflible chs^rms and lovelinefs— God himfelf 

made 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE INTERNAL PURIFIED. II 9 

made known, and revealed in his nature, attributes, 
chara<5ter, and perfeftions, as infinitely lovely and 
dcfirable; the true nature of man, his beft incercft, 
his immortality, and future ftate of exiftence, fully 
laid open — and the bleffed, heavenly, eternal world, 
depiftured in fo clear, rational, and fpiritual a light, 
that every thinking ferious mind muft cheerfully 
acknowledge, that the motives and encouragements 
to goodnefs and truth, love and charity, faith and 
purity, are almoft irrejiftible. 

Since, therefore, we enjoy thefe peculiar advan- 
tages, let us fet the beft and moft amiable example 
before men* Let us give daily proof that the filth 
of evil is wafhed away from our hearts and lives — 
that falfhood, error, and darknefs are purged from 
the underftanding-— and that we are the holy people, 
the living members of the Lord's Jerufalem* In fo 
doing we Ihall honor his name— advance his truth — 
promote his kingdom — be ufefiil to mankind — ^and 
unfpeakably happy in our own fouls. 

In this bleffed and holy manner may we live ! 
and may the members of the Lord's new church, 
be bright examples to all men of goodnefs, love, 
charity, holinefs, and every divine virtue. Thus 
may the kingdom of heaven come into our hearts 
— his will be done by us as it is done in heaven by 
angels — and love, purity, peace, and joy for ever 
reign in his laft, beft, holy, and happy kingdom.. 
Amen. 

SERMON 
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S E R M O k IX. 



THE WORK AND EFFECT OF RIGHTE. 
OUSNESS. 



Is A.' xxxii. ly, x8. 
And the work of rigfatanifiiefs (hall be peace, and the efieft of rigiite- 
pufhefS} quietnefsy and alTurance for ever. And my people ihaJ} 
dwell in-apeaceaUel^ibitationi and sn fiire dwellings^ and in quiet 
reftingrplaoes. 



Jr ROM the ninth verfb of dns chapter 
to the fifteenth, the prophet is (from the Lord) 
deicnbing the ftate of the church. And an un- 
pleafing defeription is given of it, viz. that it was 
funk into ea/i and cartUffn^z ; the people drew near 
the Lord with their l^s, but their hearts were far 
from him, And the Lord tells them, that in con- 
fequence of fuch careleflhefs and inattention ro 

piety 
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piety and virtue, they Ihould be troubled many 
years i — ^that is to fay, they fhould bear the confe- 
quences of their apoftacy Jttid declenfion, until the 
church was .totally vaftated of good and truth; 
and the Lord vifited the land, to eftablifli a new 
church and kingdom — ^which he aftuaUy did at hi^ 
firft advent. 

The ftate of this people is further defcribcd by 
the failure of the vintage, of the pleafant fields, 
and the fruitful vine. But do not imagine that 
thcfe things are meant literally, as though the vines 
in their vineyards fhould yield no fruity nor their 
fields com — for this is not meant. . We fee that in 
all lands, and in all the various flates of the people, 
^ to virtue or yvx, feed-time and harveji conti- 
nue J and not unfrequently the worfi of men have 
the greatefl abundance of temporal goods. But as 
vineyards, fruitful feldsy and tht produce of the earth, 
are the fupport of mankind, as to the body and this 
life ; fo whatever comes from heaven, and flows 
from the goodnefs and truth of the Lord, is given 
for the fpiritwal fupport, comfort, happincfs, and 
life of the foul. But when a people are at cafe, 
^d grow carelefs in divine things, then they de- 
prive themfekes of thofe fpiritual fupports and 
bleffings J— -they become defbtute of divine good, of 
love, charity, ^ipifdonh truth, and heavenly fcience. 
They are unfruitful and barren, like the fcorched 
wiklerncfe, and fendy defert* or, if they are fruit- 
Ad at all^ it is in dionis and briers—as it is faid in 

the 
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the thirteenth verfe, " Upon the land of my people 
" fliall come up tbotTis and briers.** By the land of 
the people, is fignified the hearty the mind^ the will^ 
and underfianding \ and by thorns and briers, are 
meaat evils zndfalfes. 

By this, firs, we fee how dangerous it is to 
grow ea/y and carelejs in thofe things which concern 
our fouls, and our everlailing happinefs. The 
mind of man is always open to a blefled infiuence 
from the Lord, or to an infernal influence from 
Satan; that is, from evil Ipirits. In proportion, 
therefore, as we clofe the mind to the former influ- 
ence, we open -it to the latter^ and the confcqucnce 
is, that thorns and briers fpring up— that is, we 
conceive an affeSion for what is evil and falfc — the 
underftanding is perverted — the will is corrupted — 
and we call evil good, and darknefs light. The in- 
fernal influence we admit, inflames our lufty excites 
our unruly pajfionsy fofters our Jenjual dijpofitionsy 
ftirs up our pride^ invigorates our Jelf4ovey and 
prompts us to every iniquity our depraved nature^ our 
Jenjual principle^ is prone to. Thefe are in themfelves, 
and at length prove to us, no lefs than thorns and 
triers; they wound our peace, deftroy our every 
pUaJurej render us obnoxious to men, oflTenfive to 
God, and eternally wretched in our own fouls. 

In faft, firs, eaje and carelejjnejs, in what relates to 
God and our own happinels, is the origin of all 
that is evil J hurtful, and mijerablei and this eafy, 
carelejs ftate of mind, is, I fear, as frequent and as 

con- 
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conlpicuous in our day, as it was in the time of 
Ifaiah's prophefy. I mean not to charge any of my 
audience with it, but I wifli to caution you againft 
it. Is there a God ? There is. Is there ah eternal 
ftate of exHlence ? There is. And fhall we exift 
for ever in another world ? We fhall. But will a 
life pf evil and faljhoody offenjuality and lujly off ride 
and Jelf-lovey of carelejfnefs and difohedience to the 
Divine Being, qualify us for heaven, or conftitute 
us happy in the eternal world ? We know it will 
not. Reafon, confcience, and fcripture, convince 
us to the contrary. Nay, will fuch a life conftitute 
us happy even here? We know it cannot. Who 
is the man of forrow, inquietude, and mifery, in this 
world ? Why the man of an evil life. And who is 
the man of joy, peace, and happinefs, in the prefent 
world? Why the man of religious life — the man 
of love, charity, and goodnefs. In proportion, 
therefore, as we open and give up the mind to the 
blelTed influence of love and wifdom from the Lord, 
goodnefs and truth take place in the foul; we con- 
ceive an affedlion for what is good and true; the 
underftanding is direfted right ; the will is inipircd 
with love to God and man ; we know truth from 
falfhood — the blefled influence we admit, Jubdues 
our luftsj controls our pajjionsy deadens our Jenjual 
dijpofttionsj humbles our pride, dejiroys our Jelf-lovcy 
and prompts us to every thing that is goody virtuousy 
mbky and heavenly. Thefe things are in themfelves, 
and prove to us, as fo many divine treajuresy filling 

us 
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US vrith peace, pleafurey and joy ; rendering us ufeful 
to man, acceptable to God, and eternally happy in our 
own minds. 

But to proceed, the defolation of the church, and 
the members of it, is further declared in the four- 
teenth verfe, under a variety of figures; and it is faid, 
that fuch fhall be their ftate, until the fpirit be 
poured down from an high: which fignifies until the 
time when the Lord fhould again vifit mankind with 
a new difpenfation, eftablilh a new church, and raife a 
more pure and holy people. That then the wilder- 
nefs (hould become a fruitful field, and judgment and 
righteoufnefs dwell therein. That the Lord afhjally 
accomplifhed this blefled prophefy at his firft advent 
we all know. Then the Jewifli church and nation 
was rgefted in confequence of their evils, £tlfhoods, 
and apoftacy — the Geptiles were called to the truth 
—believed on Jefus Chrift — ^became Ac church 
and people of the Lord; and the Jews have been a 
difperled, defolate, wandering people ever (ince, to 
this very day. I would only remark here, that by 
the fpirit being poured down from on high, is 
lignificd the divine influx of love and wifdom, good- 
nefe and truth from the Lord, into the minds of men 
on earth. The reafon why a larger meafure of that 
divine influence was given in the primitive days, 
might cafily be (hewn, but that would lead me to a 
fubjeft, the difcufllon of which would take up all 
our prcfent time. However, obferve, that by the 
Spirit being poured from on hig^, we arc taught, that 

what- 
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whatever is good and true is alone from the Lord 
our God. He is the only fource and fountain 
thereof: and the more we clofe our minds to the 
influence from infernal Ipirits, the more they arc 
opened to^ and receptive ofy divine goodneis and 
wildom from heaven. The mind of man is fo 
conftituted as to receive this influence — his happi- 
nefs depends upon the reception of it — in the fame 
degree as he admits it into his mind, he becomes 
wife and good^^xK\% forms in him a Jpiritud and 
heavenly life — ^he riles into the angelic nature — the 
image and likenefs of the Lord — and is internally 
and externally ufefuU glorious^ and happy. The 
true dignity and life of man, therefore, depend upon 
this influence — ^this makes him a form of love and 
wifdom i and is his redemption, £ilvation, and final 
happinefs. For redemption itfelf conftfts in the 
Lord's fubduing the power of the hells, averting 
their influx from man, and reftoring fallen human 
nature to a divine life of purity, love, and truth. 

I allow I am digreffing from the text firft read ; 
but as my thoughts are direfted this way, and the 
fubjed is of great moment, you will excufe the di- 
greSion, and accompany me until I return to the 
words* 

I conceive this fubjeft is not generally under- 
flood in its true light ; if it were, there would be 
an end of charging us with aflerting man^s merit — 
bis own righteoufnefs-^zxA ability to Jave himfelf. 
Nor could they any longer fay wc depreciate the 

merit 
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merit or mercy of the Lord Jcfus Chrift ; becaufe 
we fay that man has not life in himfelf — that he is 
an organ, or form, receptive of life from the Lord 
—that God hath given him a will and an underftand- 
ing, capable of receiving the divine influx of love 
and wifdom from the Lord — ^that from this love 
and wifdom alone, all that is goad and all that is 
true arife — ^that without the Lord we can do no- 
thing — ^that by perverting, abujingj and turning our 
minds from this heavenly influence, we make ourfelves 
miferable — ^but by giving the mind up to it, and 
loving it, the Lord leads us in the paths of peace, 
religion, and goodnefs — raifcth us to himfell; and 
makes us happy in his kingdom for ever. Thus 
all of goodnefs and truth, of life, happinefSy and 
heaven, are from the Lord — ^we afcribe them to the 
Lord — ^and to him alone is the praife for ever 
and ever! 

That what I have faid upon this fubjeft is ra- 
tional, fcripturd, and true, I appeal to thit found 
judgment of my hearers. And if you grant it to 
be fo (as I flatter myfelf you will) then I beg 
leave to afk. Is it not our indiffenftble duty, our 
higheft intereft, and our only happinefs, to give up 
all our minds to the divine influence of love and 
wifdom from the Lord ? 

Is God alone the founuin of all love and good- 
nefs ? — He is. Then muft he not love his rational 
offspring ? and wiU he not take pleafure in com- 
municating of that love and goodnefs to tliem ? 

Is 
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Is he a God of wifdom and truth ? and will he not 
moft freely beftow heavenly wifdom and knowledge 
to all who afk of him, and defire to be truly 
wife ? Is he the alone fourcc of all pleafure, peace, 
honor, and felicity ? and will he not delight in the 
communication of pleafure, peace, honor, and fe- 
licity to our fouls ? Yea, will he not, to fpeak 
after the manner of men, rejoice to fee us truly 
and completely happy in all the powers and fa- 
culties of our fouls for ever and ever ? 

Surely, then, we fhall renounce every evil with 
abhorrence ; deteft and execrate whatever is contrary 
to the will and pleafure of fuch a God, and at the 
lame time deftruftive to ourfelves. Whatever is 
tneatiy JenJuaU and vile — ^whatever is degrading to 
man — beneath the dignity of an immortal — incon- 
fiftent with the noble character of the chriftian — 
and unworthy a heavenly angelic mind, we fhall 
heartily defpifc. Confidering ourfelves heirs of 
a glorious immortality — natives of yonder celeftiai 
worlds — and fons and daughters of the eternal Je- 
hovah — we fhall never let the angels of heaven look 
down, with aflonilhment and concern, upon a hro- 
tber angel beloWy indulging himfelf in the mean^ the 
impure gratifications of Jenjuality and vice!'— A 
brother angel did I fay ? Yes, firs, all thbfe bright 
angels in yonder glorious and happy worlds, were 
once men and women on earthy as we now are. 
But, giving themfelves up to the Lgrd, they were 
redeemed and regenerated — they lived below a life 

of 
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of love, feith, and* obedience — and they are now 
before the throne, ipotlefs forms of love and wildonn, 
bappyy bonoredy angels in their Father's kingdom— 
and will be fo for ever. We are now probationers 
for that world, that honor and felicity i and if our 
minds arc turned from evil and falfhood — ^if we 
detefl: and forfake whatever is vile and infernal — ^if 
we are given up to the influx of goodnefe and truth 
— are loving the Lord Jefus our God widi all the 
heart, our neighbour as ourfclves— are doing the 
divine willj and livmg a life of ufefulnefs, love, and 
goodnds— WE are now, even now, in -aflbciation 
with thofc angelic beings ; and foon fhall be (as they 
are) glorious, honored, and happy angels ourfelves, 
in that celeftial and eternal world. 

When John faw, and converted with one of the 
angels. Rev. xxii. 8, he fell at his feet to worfhip 
him 'y but the angel faid, " See thou do it not — ^for 
" I am<hy fellow servant, and of thy breth- 
" REN THE PROPHETS, and of them which keep the 
^^Jayings of this book.** Hence it is plain, that angel 
was once a man on earth, a fervant and prophet of 
God, though now a glorious angel in heaven. 

My chriftian friends, if you confider this circum- 
ftance ferioufly, it will wonderfully preferve you 
from evil, and animate you in the pleafing road to 
honor and immortality. Reafon thus. ^ Am I a 

* man? capable of loving, ferving, and enjoying 

* God ? Am I a chriftian^ blcfled with divine Re- 

* velation — in which all things relpefting my duty, 

* my 
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my h^ppmefs, aad ray eternal ftate are laid before 

ii3e? Am I defigned to live in the prefence and 

kingdom of jhe I,iOrd Je&s for ever? What! am 

I CO be a Mgif, and bcn^r^di and happy ^gil in 

diat kingdom i I am-*rthjs is the pleaTure of God 

concerning me. And in order to be fo^ is this all 

that is required of me ? namely, to give up and 

reUnquilb whatever would prevent my being an 

angel--^to ^rlake whatever is injurious t$^ and 

beneath the dignity of a man^ and that b ofFen- 

five to that God^ whOf in infinite mercy and love, 

will raife ^le to this angelic jftate ? ' Am I only 

required to hve bim, love my neigbl^our, and take 

the road of righteouihefs and peace ? Is this the 

mighty all? can I do lefs ? would I do lefs> if to- 

taflyl^&jto my own choice? Is this the way tQ 

elc^a^e all that can make us miferable*— -to enjo/ 

whatever can make ms compkatly happy — ^to be 

angels in heaven for ev^/ I.t is the way. And 

s there <wr per/an among you all^ who will not take 

t? Will not every man and woman now prefent 

fey, with exuking r^pturf, gradtude, and love— 

Bleffcd and adorable L(^l I 2^ npt heaven— I 

defiire, not: to be aq eKai(ed» glorious angel in thy 

eternal kiogdoixu Mp(^ filter iermsr 

And is rhe fpirit from oq high poured down upon 

us, the divine influence of love and wifdom from the 

Loni given, in order to pnpare^ qu^lifyy and fii us 

for this angelic ftate ? — How thankfally, how joy^ 

Ailly^ fliould we r^eive that heavenly emanation ! 

K —What 
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— ^What a pity that we fliould admit any other in- 
fluence! that the noble mind of man, the will and 
afFedtions, fhould be defiled, polluted, and debafed 
by infernal loves, by an afFeftion for what is evil and 
vile ! how much to be laniented that hatreds, en- 
mities, pride, lanmercifulnefs, revenge, and envy, 
thofe infernal demons, fhould ever find a refidencc 
in the foul of man ! — ^that injuftice, fraud, adultery, 
prophane converfation, and immorality, (hould ftaint 
the chriftian charafter, ruin an immortal fpirit, and 
make the apgels weep. Prone, by our fallen nature, 
to thefe abhorrent evils, and confbindy excited to^ 
them by infernal fpirits, we too eafily admit the ac- 
curfed influx, and plunge ourfelves into forrow, 
diftrefs, and woe. 

But, firs, as we kre convinced that an indulgence 
in thefe evils will feparate us from the Lord, render 
us infernal, and make us miferable ; and that by the 
admiflion of the heavenly influence of love and 
goodnefs in the will, wifdom and truth in the under- 
ftanding, we ftxall be rendered celefl:ial, brought nigh 
to God, and made eternally happy : let us admit 
this influence, give up our minds to the Lord, and 
be led by him to immortality, glory, and honor. 
And permit mle to remind you, that an angelic life 
in heaven, muft be preceded by an angelic life 
below. 

What I mean, is, that if we would be angels in the 
kingdom of our God above^ if we would enjoy the 
eternal felicities of that worM, we mufl: be prepared 

for 
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for it here by regeneration — hy a life of love^ goodnefs^ 
and religion. The wil4erncfs muft become a fruitful 
field, in which judgment and righteoufnefs muft 
dwell i that is to fay, the mind which has been in a 
wildemefs flate, uncultivated, fiill of thorns, briers, 
faJfes, and evils, mufl become a fruitful fields 
abounding in truth, goodnefs, love, charity^ and 
purity. In fhort, to enjoy heaven, we mufl come 
into a heavenly ftate— to become angels, we muft 
have an angelic life. 

I fhall conclude the prefent difcourfcj by calling 
your attention to the following things. 

Firft, the eafe^ honor ^ and ufefulnefs of devoted- 
nefs to the Lord; or a life of religion. What is 
there hard or difficult in it? Doth it confift in re^- 
linquifliing all that is evil and falfe ? Have we not 
the power given us from the Lord to do this ? Are 
we required to love God — do his will — and love our 
neighbour? What can be more rational, defirable, 
and pleafiag? Does this require divine affiftance? 
It is perpetually given us. Can any thing render us 
io honorable as fuch a life and conduft ? Poes not 
our real dignity confift in fuch a nobkntfs of mirf4 
— in fuch a dilintcrefted, manly condud? Is not 
the man of love, of charity, of virtue, a itian of 
efleemy veneration^ and honor? - And is it not. in the 
power of every man to love God and his nieighbour^ 
and be virtuous ; confequently to be efteenfied and 
refpefled ? And can any Ufe be fo ufeful^^ a good 
life ? A good man injures no one, but benefits all, 
K 2 accord- 
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«ccordfeg t6 his abitity — ^hc is kind, benevolent, and 
twcirifol— his rpu!, his body, and his fubftaiKe^ arc 
^fi engaged for the welfare of others— he lives not 
for himfelfi but for mankind «-and the more uiefid 
he can bfe to them, the more happy is he in himfdf. 
But, fecondly, how ^^/ muft be the confidence, 
&nd how pkqfin^ the profpeft, of fuch a perfon> 
when ufion the '^^ictge of eternity, and death is at the 
door ! Does he, like the guilty, the appalled, the 
confcious finner, ftart back with horror at the ap- 
|)tK>ach 6f *tf/A— dread his entrance int» the eternal 
world — and wJtJi uniftteraWe agony iof foul anticipate 
ten tfiorfand ^^'Oes ! Is he afraid to meet a Ipotlels 
«ngcl— or view the dazzling ^endors of the heavenly 
kin'gdotti? Does he dread to appear before Ae 
heait-feiarchkig^ and tnfinittay holy Jehovah? No, 
firs-; no- He views death withoot difmay--«ds the 
^add fndTcnger welcome— and ferendy frnHes in 
die -dying hoar. Ht knows the frafl earthly body 
0nly ran die-*-diat deatfi is but the continuation of 
life— the entrance of the man into the Ipiritual and 
-iwernal world. iNor ^es hfe fear to enter. Confi- 
^fit thiit^e*as enjoyed the love and goodneils of 
1^ God — ^that he has been enaMed to love hhn— to 
Htaik in his commandments— to kyve his neighbour, 
^and live ^a life of ufe and religk)n«— he anticipates 
Ae«>pcttitig4bene— and ucn thouTand pleafures are 
in prc^jQ:. He longs i?o meet fome ^tlcfs angci 
tforfift, and join in converfe wifli his hrrethren there* 
The dasJ^ling Vendors of die heaverfy world he 

humbly 
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humbly hopes to fee, and with unutterable rapture 
of mind, he longs to proftrate himfelf, with profound 
homage and adoration, before the God he loves!-— 
Unworthy as he knows himfelf to be, he is confident 
of the Lord's goodnefs, mercy, and love— and is 
aflured he fhall be happy for ever. 

Thus, firs, you fee how honorable, how cafy, 
how ufeful, the truly chriflian life — ^what confidence^ 
and what profpe£ls the good man has, a$ to the 
diflblution of the body; and what glory, honor, 
peace, and felicity, are his m heaven, through the 
boundlefs ages of eternity. Animated by thefe 
bleffed confiderations, let us give up our minds to 
the divine influence of love and wifdom from the 
Lord— depart from all that is evil— -live. a life of 
lovei charity, and ufc — daily rife and improve in the 
heavenly ftace*~tiU we are a^tti^ to dwell in the 
eternal world — ^unite with our brethren there, and be 
holy, happy, honored angels, in that celeftial king- 
dom, for ever and ever. Amen. 



K 3 SERMON 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



SERMON X. 



PYPOCRISY EXPLODED} 

AND, 

SINCERITY RECOI4MENPED, 



Matt, xxiii. 27, 28- 
Wo unto you fcribcs and pharifces, hypocrites ; for yc are like unto 
whited fepulchres^ which indeed appear beautiful outward, but arc 
within full' of dead mens bones, and of all uncleannefs. Even fq 
ye alfo outwardly appear righteous unto men j but within ye are fulj 
of hypocrify and iniquity. 



vJf all the abominations which are abhor-- 
rent and ofFenfive in the eyes of the Divine Beings 
that of *bypocrify appears to me one of the vilcft 
and moft eiiiecrable. It is an evil big with a 
thoufand others. It is as unprofitable as it is de-- 
teftible — much more difficult in the praftice than 
its oppofitc yirtuc-rwhcn deteSled it is the moft 

odious 
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odious— and the man who is guilty of it, is* the 
objeft of fcorn and contempt to angels, to men, 
and eyen to devils. One would almoft think that 
liuman nature could never fink low enough to 
commit it, if we did not daily behold it before 
our eyes. 

Hypocrify and deceit^ in any concerns of life, even 
the loweft and leaft important, is deteftihle \ but in 
matters of religion^ in what concerns God and 
our fouls, it is Jo vile, Jo odious^ that it wants a 
name. And that it is a crime the molt offenfive 
in the eyes of the Lord Jefus, is evident from this 
confideration ; that he denounced more woes againft 
thofe who were guilty of it, than againft any others. 
The fcribes and pharifecs were of all others, in the 
days of our Lord, the moft given to this vice; and 
they had fuch an artful method of concealing their 
real internal ftate, that the common people thought 
them the moft holy and righteous of men. In con- 
jfequencc of the people looking up to thefe charac- 
ters fb much, the Lord fays unto them, and parti- 
cularly to his difciples, " That except your righ- 
" teoufnefs fhall exceed the righteoufnefs of the 
" fcribes and pharifees, ye Ihall in no cafe enter into 
-" the kingdom of heaven." 

It feems that thefe hypocrites appeared fo very 
righteous, as to their external conduit, that many 
of their obfervers thought it was almoft impoffiblc 
to come up to their virtue and goodnefs. They 
paid all their tythes and dues— they fafted twice a 
K 4 week— ' 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



tj6 Hyf^ddiiisy itPLWttf. 

week — Aey aflfered tp their ficrifices*— atttoded 
. the fervicK* of the fynagogu*.— *made long prayert— 
ftood in the corners of the ftreet^, and in public 
jdaces, to pray-^thcy gave much almi-^they temg 
down thcif heads— ^carried a very fend^fied appear- 
ance — feemed very abfteoiious and temperate-^ 
and wprc fo ferupulouSi ejcaft, and circumfpeA, in 
every outward thing, that no- one cexold weU lay 
any thing to their charge. And why did th^y ob- 
ferve this apparently religious condudt ? What was 
their motire for all this outward fanftity ?, — ^Whf, 
truly, a moil noble> generous, and laudable one ! ! 
It was, that they might hare thb praise op mhu. 
That men might think thcfe hypocrites, faint&— ^ 
that they might think thefe devils were angels t — 
This was the reward they fought, and they obtain-- 
ed it ;r— they had k — they fenjoyed it. But how 
long ? — A day, a week, or a year; and then they 
funk into contempt^ and Jhame^ and fnifery. 

But is it not to be lamented, that thefe fair cba^ 
faSers^ thefe ri^teous fiulsy tfiefe (o very religious 
people, fhould fink into fhame and mifery, after they 
had lived fb ftri^^ fo virtuous y and fo religims a life ? 
Let us fee what their true char alter is, and then we 
fhall better judge. They (hut up the kingdom of 
heaven againft men 5 they neither went in them- 
fclves, nor fuflfered others to enter; they devoured 
widows houfes; they compaffed fea and land to 
make one profclyte, and made hint two-fold more 
tf)c child of he|l than themfelyes j they omitted the 

law, 
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Uw^ judgment, mercy ^ and faith ; they firained at a 
gnat, and fwattowed a cameU tiiey were full of ex- 
tortm and excefe 5 they were full of bypocri/y and 
iniquity \ a generation of ftrpents and wifirs : — 
the;refore our Lord fays, <* How can ye efcape the 
<^ dan^nadon of hell ?" 

Thisy then, was their true and real cbaraSler'^ 
declared by infinite wSciom and truth itiel^by that 
God who knows all hdirts, and cannot be deceived. 
And by this we learn> how far tnen may go in 
cutward JanEiity^ in the appearance of reli^on> and 
yet be the moft abominable and vile in the heart 
—the internal life. And we alfo learn, by thefe 
woes denounced againft fuch charaders, how very 
disagreeable and odiws they are in the fight of a holy 
and good God. 

In fpeaking from thefe words a little further^ 
I ihall, 

Firfty Ccmjider ivbat is tbe real cauje and motive cf 

this byfocri^. 
Secondly^ Notice bow far men may go infucb a con- 

duBy tender tbe influence of tbat motive. 
Tbirdfyy Ohferve bow difficult tbe fraSlice is — bow 

fmatl tbe reward^^'-and bow great tbe pmifi^ 
• ment* 
Fourtbly, Prove tbat tbe ofpofite virtue is much 

more eajy^ Jafe^ and honorable. 
Fifthly y Conclude witb/erious enquiry and advice^ 

And, 
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And, firft, We are to confider what is the real 
caufe and rtotive of this hypocrify. 

And here I may obferve, that religious hypocrify 
ever has for its foundation, either one or the other 
of the following niotives, viz. worldly advantage^ 
or human applaufe. For wicked as mankind may 
be in common, yet every one entertains an cfteem 
and veneration for religion. That is, every perfon 
is perfuaded that a religious man is honest, up- 
right, SINCERE, and faithful ; and fuch a cha- 
rafter is efteemedy truftedy and depended upon. Even 
wicked men like to have commerce and connexion 
with fuch perfons, in hufinejsy tradey and temporal 
concerns. And there are men, who, notwithftand- 
ing they have no real love for religion, nor any defirc 
to be virtuous ; yet they have an ardent love for the 
world, the profits, riches, and pojfejftons of it — and if 
they can obtain, more eafily and fully, the objeft of 
their love, by the appearance of religion, they wiH 
very readily put on that appearance, to obtain the 
dejired and beloved objeSf. 

So we find thefe pharifees. They devoured 
widows houfes, and for 2i pretence made long prayers. 
Thefe poor helpleft widows probably faid, 'Why 
' we have houfes and /^«^i which we know not well 

* how to manage ourfelves ; we want fonrie upright 

* honed fteward, or afliftant;, to execute our tem- 

* poral concerns for us— and into whofe hands fhall 

* we put our worldly concerns .? Why into the 
^ hands of thefe very* pious, Jiri£l, and religious 

^ Jcribes 
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^fcrihes and pbarifees. They arc men of known 
' virtue, uprightnefs, and honcfly — every one looks 
* upon them as faints, and under their care our pro- 
' perty will be fafe and fecure* 

Human nature is the fame now, as it was eigh- 
teen hundred years ago — men are equally as cap- 
able of deceiving and of being deceived. And thofc 
who are under the influence of worldly love will 
make ufe of any artifice to accomplish their end. 
If the appearance of religion will facilitate their de- 
figns, and put them in the way for advantage and 
gain, the temptation is too ftrong to be refitted : 
the trial is made, and they foon become famous 
for external JanSlityy devoiiony and rigbteoujnejs^ 
Under this hypocritical maflc they can more ef- 
fe6tually carry on their purpofes, to obtain which> 
they will, it is likely, be more outwardly cautious 
and obfervanty than the truly religious charafter. — 
And as it is not in the power of men to know the 
heart, dr to judge of others but by their appearance 
and life ; therefore fuch charaft^rs may too eafily 
deceive thofe with whom they have connexions,^ 

You will fay, that a man muft be abandoned 
indeed, to pretend to religion for the fake of worldly 
gain. It is very true — ^he muft. But we find there 
have been many fuch, and have reafon to fear there 
Jlill are. For, let it be obferved, that the love of 
fel^ and of the world, is direftly oppofite to 
the love of our neighbour, and of goodnefs. 
And when a man is under the influence of fo 

bafe 
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baie and fordid a principle>we need not wonder at 
any lengdis he may run^ in order to obtain his end 
in view. This world is all he wants--— and if he fees 
any mean by which there is a probability of obtain- 
ing iu the temptation is too powerful for him to 
refill. 

Again, the love of human applaufe is another very 
fowefful motive to hypocrify. This operated very 
ftrongly with the hypocrites in the days of our 
Lord's firft advent. As you may fee. Matt. vi. 2,. 
6. 16. Our Lord fays, " When thou doeft thine 
•* alms, when thou prayeft, or when ye faftji be not as 
^' the bypocrites^ who found a trumpet, ftand in the 
*^ ftreets to pray, and disfigure their faces, that they 
*« may be Jem of men — ^have glory and praift from 
<« men. Verily I fay unto you, they have their 
« REWARD.** Here it is evident, their motive was 
human applaufe. And it operated fo powerfully in 
their breaft, that they could pray b the ftreets per- 
haps an hour at a time, faft two or three days in the 
week, and disfigure their faces to obtain thb airy 
bubble^ the praife of the fUiring multitude. Men 
are equally fond of being thought highly of now. 
And how many are there in our day, who are under 
the influence of this felf-love^HChis love of efteem 
and praife ! Have we not feen and known too many 
who have worn the maflh-'^^ho have dilguifed their 
real chara(9)er — ^and have appeared outwardly very 
rdigknis for a number of years — ^and at lengtia their 
hypocrify has been difcovered-«-*their deoek made 

manifeft 
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manifeft to the world. Have they not con- 
Handy attended places of worfhip, received the (k- 
cranacHt regularly, prayed conftantly, fafted often, 
talked muKrh of religion, made a fair appearance, 
hung'ilown their heads as though melanchoily, 
abftakied from every innocent enjoyment, and been 
thought almoft angels 9 and in the end have thrown 
off the malk, and have difcovered that tHey were only 
painted fepulchres, full of all: manner of evil and 
iniquity within ? Yes, we have feen and known too 
many of this defcription — and much hurt have they 
done to chriftianity. They have caufcd upright 
minds to be evil ipoken ofi and fulpefted — ^and 
have brou^ a reproach upon religion itfelf. 

i donot dius Ipeak, bccaufc I fuppofc I have any 
ftidi charaflrers before me. No, by no 'means. I 
am almofl a total ftrangcr to my hearers in general^ 
land tircrcfope cannot be fulpefted of fuch a'deltgn. 
I would rather exhibit religious bypocrijy and decmt 
to you, and to myfelf, in ftich a light, that we may 
ever deteft and abhor the leaft appearance of it in 
ouffclves, or in others. 

But, fecondly, let me notice how fer men may go 
in this abominable conduft. You may obferve as 
to thefe fcfibes land pharifires, diat ahnoft aH their 
time was taken up in religious exercifes; they ap- 
peared to deny themfelvcs of every f leafing^ rational^ 
and manly cigoyment-^^cy paid their dues, fafted 
often, offered thei;* facrifices, obferved every cere- 
mony, went regularly to woffhip, prayed long and 

often. 
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ofcen> gave much alms, lyere abjiemiousy temperate^ 
and circumfpeSl — ^ahd all this for the praife of men! 
yea, fome have gone much further — ^have impofed 
upon themfelves fevere penances and mortifications, 
fecluded themfelves from human fociety, cut their 
own flefh, and reduced their bodies t;o a ihadow, to 
gain human applaufe— to be efteemed as good men 
-—as faints in the world. 

But why Ihould. we wonder at all this? While 
men are under the influence of fo mean^ fo fordid a 
principle, what is it that they will not do to gratify 
it? That which fhould mofl aflonifh us is, that 
men, rational men, men born in a chriftian land, who 
have every opportunity of being acqu^dnted with re- 
velation, with thofe dodrines and truths which teach 
us much more noble and rational principles, and fet 
before us in the plainefl manner, the way to have 
true efteemy Jolid applaufcy the praife of both God and 
man for ever — I fay it is truly aflonilhing that men, 
under thefe advantages and blefTings, fhould fink 
into fo bafe a principle — and fo vile a pradlice. 
Efpecially when we confider, in the third place, 
how difficult this work is in itfelf— how mean the 
reward — and how great the punifhment. 

And firfl, as to the difficulty attending this hypo- 
crify ; for a man muft abfblutely ad in direft oppo- 
fition to his own inclination. A hypocrite is a wicked 
man, and as fuch, ht can have no love to any thing 
that is like religion, and therefore he puts a force 
upon himfclf, in all that he does of a religious kind. 

If 
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If he attends religious worihip, he takes no delight 
in the fervice'; if he makes bng prayers^ the tongue 
only is employed; the heart is far from God: if 
he gives alms^ he regrets the lofs of that money 
which buys his applaufe. Moreover, being prone 
in heart to every evil and iniquity, it is the moft 
difficult matter to pradife that wickednefs in privaie^ 
and at the fame time to conceal it from the world, 
and keep up the appearance qf religion in public. 
A man had need be mafter of a confiderabled^ree 
of artifice, and cunning fo to condu£): himfclf. He 
muft always be in fear that his fecret fins will come 
to Ught, be manifeft to the world, and fpoil that 
reputation he is fo careful to maintain : and, niore- 
OTcr, as religion is what the hypocrite by no means 
loves, every part of it muft be a burdenjome work, a 
mere drudgery znd toil: at the" fame thne-heis 
totally deftitute of thofe confolations, and animating 
profpe'fts, the good man has before him. If he 
refleds upon his ftate, and looks forward into futu- 
rity, he has nothing in view but deteffion, Jbamey and 
mifery. He muft know that what he conceals from 
men, cannot be hid from the Almighty ; and that 
all his deceit will one day be dijcovered — ^the diiguife 
thrown off— and that he will appear before God, 
angels, and men, juft fuch as he is — a monfter of 
iniquity— an objeft of contempt — ^and an heir of 
the keeneft woe. 

Again, if we confider the hypocrite's reward. One 
would inftgineiif we did not know to the contrary, 

it 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



144 Hvrocftisy £XPt00fii>. 

it could cot be a temptation powerful enou^ to 
engage him in fuch a life» Is it worldly gain whidi 
he hzi \a view? Suppofe he (houki accomplifli his 
defigns> and by deceit and guile procure weakh— ^ 
ftill the outward appearance of religion^ which he is 
obliged to keep up^ will prevent die enjoyment of 
that wealth he has obtained — or^ what is equally as 
probable^ by iuch dme as he has gained a litde of 
diis world by hypocrify and guile^ he may be called 
away from all his pofieffions^ like the rich man men^ 
tioned in the golpel j with a, " Thou fool ! this 
^ night fliadl thy ibul be required at thy hands/' 
For it is fcldom known that men long enjoy thojc 
riches which they have unjuftly obtained. 

But fuppofe human apflaufi^ the fraifr cf . mat, 
be the reward whkrh die hypocrite is fceking; and 
iffMch, I believe, is generally the objeft. Why this 
diey may procure, perhaps — for our Lord fays, i^ I 
•* fay unto you, they have their reward/* But, alasi 
how poor, how mean a reward is this ! fuppofe a 
hundred, or a thoufand of his neighbours, mifiakmly 
think him a good many and fpeak of him as fuch— ^ 
what advantage does the hypocrite reap by this? 
Why none at all. It may indeed feed his pride--!- 
gradfy his difpofitk>n*-4!)ut ftill how ^u&lefs is it b 
itfelf. 

A confoiouiheis in a man^s own bres^ that he 
does that which is ri^hf, will afford more iatis£u5)ion 
and true pleaiupe to the mind, than the enipty ap- 
plaufe of ten thoufand men, Belide, the good opi- 

nion 
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nion of others, is a Very uncertain thing;' it Icldoin 
lafts long — the man that applauds you to-day, may 
condemn you to-morrow; — «nd if not, life itfelf is 
very fhort. But fuppofe a thoufand people (hould 
praife the hypocrite after he is dead — will that pf aife 
afFeft him ? No, except with Ihame and confufioni 
But if all the world were to applaud him, both in 
this life, and after his death — would that praife 
afford him any, the leaft, conlblation ? When in 'the 
Ipiritual and eternal world, his difguife taken off, his 
guile, hypocrify, and iniquity, all brought to lights 
and he ftanding before God, angels, and glorified 
Ipirits, in all the deformity and infernal blacknefs of 
a hypocritical impoftor and deceiver — would he 
in that world, and in fuch a fituadon, receive any 
latisfadion, in that a few men in the lower. world, 
had once miftakenly thought him a good man? 
Poor reward this, indeed ! a fmall compcnfadon for 
the lofs of divine favor, peace of confcience, and an 
eternal weight of glory ! And yet, firs, this is all 
the hypocrite's reward. The utmoft of his expec- 
tation is this fuff of empty fraije. And O I how 
awfiil! how alarming! thefe following words, of our 
Lord to fuch men, fuch hypocritical chara&ers— - 
«' Ye ferpents — ^ye generation of vipers^ — ^how can 
<« ye efcape the damnation of hell ! Therefore ye 
«^ SHALL receive the greater damnation'^ A- hypo- 
crite, therefore, is one of the worft of men. 
Publicans and harlots, vile as they are, yet are they 
kk dctellable than the hypocrite. To niake religion 
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^ cloak for villainy and dec^it-r-to pretend to that 
Jacred lifj^ th^t holy character, in order to obtain our 
wicked putpofes— -it is horrid — no language has a 
jpiame ftrong enough to expr^fs the crime. What, 
then, muft be the hypocrite's punifhment in the 
other world! when everlafting difappointment is 
ftamped upon all his plans — ^when fhame, confufion, 
and difmay, fit upon his countenance — ^when confci- 
ous guilt corrodes his heart^ — ^when all his fecret 
crimes are laid open to the view of ^ngels — when 
glorified fpirits look upon hixn with cpnt^napt — and 
when even many of the infernals themfelvcs, vile as 
they are, will Jcorn to afibciate with a charafter fo 
haje and Hack as that of the hypocrite ! What 
then mufl: be }^ feelings^ when thus diteSte4% and thus 
^Jpijed. When the everlafting fcprn of angels and 
men, and when expofed to endleis difappointment, 
fhame, and mifery ! But here we leave him. And 
may the God of heaven ever preferve us from the 
hypocrite's charadker and the hypocrite*s doom ! 

Proceed we, in the fourth place, to prove that 
the oppofite virtue is much mor^ eafyt aa well 
as Jrfe and honorable. 

A few words will illuftrate this fybjedt. We 
have found that hypocriiy is a hard and dii$^k 
work, for reafons many. Butfinccrity, uprightnefs, 
and religion, are not fo. I allow, that religion has 
been too much reprefented as a difficuk and bur- 
denfome work; but then it has been by thefc 
defigning hypocrites, or by gloomy melancboBy 
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cnthufiafts. It is not fo in itjelfi but the very w- 
verfe of it. I wellknow^ from the little experienee 
I have of a religloMS life^ that no other life is to be 
compared with it-^and it (hall always be my endea«* 
vor to reprefent true religion in its heavenly charms 
x— as the moil happy, cheerful, pleafing, and joyful 
life, it is poffible for man to live. Now, as I have 
often obferved, the love of God and our neighbour 
is the fum and fubftance of virtue, or religion* 
And what is there in this that is hard, difagreeable^ 
or difficult ? And how eafy is it to be finccre, 
upright, and juft, in all our conduit— to do that 
which our reafon tells us is right and gogd. And 
when a man adb from principle^ from pun motives^ 
he needs no artifice or cunning tp conceal any par( 
of his conduit. He wants npt the applaufe of men^ 
but the approbation of his God. He defires to 
have a confcioyfnels in his own mind, that he is doing 
his duty, both to God arid man ; and he little re« 
gards what judgment the world may pafs upon him* 
It is not from the love of praife that he is good, but 
from the love of goodnefs itfelC And when a man 
is m the love of goodnefs and truth, all the way^ of 
righteoufnefs and virtue are pleafing to his foul^^ 
they are his element^^his life. Whether he be ex-^ 
pofed to the view of the worid, or is fhut up in his 
clofet, it is the fame to him. He knows no hy-» 
pocrify, and therefore he is the fame man in the 
world, in his family, or in retirement. While the 
hypocrite is obliged to ufe a chpufand j^rts to conceal 
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his iniquity-^thefincere and upright man has 
need of none of them. In ftiort, the good mai» 
firids no toil or difficulty in being what he profcffeth 5 
he Joves religion, and therefore he lives in the prac- 
tice of it; all the reward he is feeking, is, that which 
flows from the divine approbation, and a good life. 
He is always fafe under the divine protection, and 
wiU aflbrcdly be crowned with honor, immortality, 
and glory, yvhen this life is done, arid he enters into 
the prefence of that God whom he hath loved and 
fervcd. 

But I nouft conclude, with a word or two of in- 
quiry and advice. 
. My good friends, be not ofFended if I call upoa 
you, moftTerioufly,.to enquire whether or not you 
have the leaft taint of guile or bypocrify in the mind. 
It is 2.'needful inquiry. If this root of bitternels has 
any place,.it will fpoil all your virtue, and rob you 
of every comfort and joyl Why fliould we covet 
the praifc of men ? What is it to us, if we have not 
the praife of .God, and the teftimony of a good 
confcience ? Confider that all deceit and guile are 
Fully known to the Lord, and will :be one day all 
laid- open. Let us: not, for ten thoufind worlds, 
indulge a thoii^t, fpeak a word, or do an aflion, 
but what we fhould be willing all the angels in hea- 
ven fhould fee and know. Let us ever deteft the 
cbaraSeTy the conduEt^ and the. life of a hypocrite. 
It is altogether deteftable and vile.i But, on the 
other hand, finctrity^ uprigbtnefs, true religion, are 
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noble and honorable. Thefe are what we (hall 
never be afhamed of, either in this life or the future 
— either before devils^men, angels, or ev^n Jehovah 
himfelf, Tht Jincere\ the righteous man, is bold as a 
lion — ^nothing can difmay him— he will (land before 
God and angels with confidence, joy, and honor, 
when the hypocrite calls for the mountains and rocks 
to fall upon him and cover, his guilty tortured foul 
from fhame, contempt, and woe. ' 

The real cbriftian may bedefpifed in this life, but 
it will only be by thofe whiofe praife would be a 
reproach. He cannot be delpifed by the good — 
thefe muft honor bim^reftaeo^ and love him. You 
know, you well know, that the way to true honor ^ to 
real applaufsy is to be what we profefs to be, as 
cbriftiansr—that ,is, to ,love., the Lord our God, 
live in charity, with maw, and walk in, ^he ways of 
truth and righteoufnefe— ^hefc ways are' ways of 
pleafantnefs, thefe paths are paths of peace,' and 
they lead us to the fummit of glory, honor, and re- 
nown — C5ven to the kingdom of Qod our Father and 
Saviour, in whofe prefence there is falnefe of joy, 
honor, and happinefs. And may the Lord Jefus 
Chrift preferve us. from all hypocrify and deceit — 
that we m^y:b^ upright, faithful, and fincere^ in all 
our ways— and that, when we ftand at his 'bar of 
judgmenii,,we may.be Ifraelites indeeii^ in >^^ 
there is^ m guile ! .Amen.. ^" - ^ . .. i- . 

^ : '-■ ' .'■ L2'i^ii:' '.' SERMON, 
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THE TRUE CORREsPOKOENCE 

OF 

PETER, JAMES, AND JOflN.. 



Matt, jcvii. t, s, 3. 

And after fix days Jefos taketh Peter, James, and John luihtdQUf, ahd 
bringeth thfcm ufi into an hlgli monntnn ajiait, and was tiansfigUred 
before tbem; and his lacs did thine as the funi and his raiment was 
white as the light. And bdiold there appeared unto diem, Moibs and 
Plias, talking with him. 



A S the grand and principal ohjeS I have in 
view, in all my public labors, is to bring my hear- 
ers to a true knowledge of the facred fcriptures, 
and thus to truth and goodne/si fo it will be my 
tanfiatu endeavor to open the fpiritual fenfe of that 
word, according to that degree of light I may have 
concenm^ it-^^^as I am fu% convinced the more the 
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xinderftindirig fe enlightchtd by divmt thith, the 
more the v^ill muft be affedted with gOOdnefs,— i 
And although the opening the Ipiritual fenfe of 
the Word will involve in it both doShiniil ahd /r^- 
Heal fulyeUSi and lead to the difcuffion of them, 
yet 1 (hall fee it try duty (occafionally) tb infilt 
upon thofe fubjefts in a more f articular manniTy 
for reafons which, I prefumc, muft be obvious to 
every judidoiis mind; as it is neceflky to accom- 
modate the method of inftruftioti, as well as the 
fnatt& of it, to die different ftates of meA— fotiie 
receiving it beft in lone fnode^ and fome ih amther. 
For the great ehd we fhould all have in view in 
preaching, reading, converiatiort, &c. fhould be t6 
receive fpiritual inftruftibn, arid to communicate 
it. And as I have often dbferved to you, that thertf 
is not a firigle fentence in all the word of the Lord, 
but what has an internal fj)iritual meaning j and as 
fpiritual knowledge is true knowledge, calculated 
to make lis both wife and happy ; — ^it is, there- 
fore, highly infcumbent upon us to make ourfelves 
acqusdnted thei*ewith, to the utmoft of our capacity. 
It is a pleafing emj^loyment-^a moft delightful 
work^— and will well compenfate us for ^1 our di- 
ligence and cire. 

The text before us, when truly arid fj)iritually 
underftood, is replete with heavenly iriftruftiort. It 
includes fubjetfts of the utmoft importance; but, 
viewed bkrely ih the letter, it feems to exhibit no- 
thing more than a very fhort account of a circum- 

L 4 ftance 



K :_ 



• Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



152 CORHESPONDENCE. OF - 

ftancc which toojc place when, our Lord was in 
the fleih.- And yet, even in this view of it, .there 
is one thing which, I believe, chriftiarvs in general 
have npt attended to ; and jchat is, that Mofes 
and.Elias not only appeared before Jefusand his 
three difciples — ^but alfo. actually talked with Jefust. 
What I mean is, that chriftiaps nnight haveknown 
that Mbfc? aiyi Elias, ^rtd copfequep^ly. all. other 
perfons,. are proper living men after death,, as well 
as-bcfprp.; that they are not mere aerial exifiences, 
but merty capable of talking, feeing, hqaripg, and 
the like, out of .the body of flelli, as much as in it. 
Thpfe ^i^ Jalhdy\t\i Jefus^ and the . difciples /aw 
them: therefore they were proper men, inperfeift 
human form, as every one of us fliall be, ijqfime- 
diately after death, without this body of duft, which 
we then lay down, never: more to rerafTunje or 
waqti YiVf'mg Jpiritual Jubftantial Mies,- fuitcd to 
that Ipiritual ftate -, and therefore (as; wifely obferv- 
ed) death is only a continuation of life— rwe being 
equally men as before, and in a much more perfeft 
iiafe without the- body of duft th^n with it; as that is 
only ufefui in our prc{entimper/e^ ftate of exjftence. 

Thus much, I fay, might h^ve been gathered 
from the words of our text, even hi the letter of it. 
But we will now proceed to the words^ and endeavor 
to open them for our fpiritual .edification. 

And, firft, I may obferve one circumfiance, which 
heretofore I have frequently thought of, but knew 
not how to account for it 5 and I Ihould fuppofe 
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rtioft of you have noticed the fame — and that is, 
in the jTacred pages, Peter, James, and John, are 
mentioned together^ and were diftinguilhed by the 
Lord in a peculiar manner, being frequently with 
him on particular occafions, when the reft of the 
apoftles were not admitted. I have often wondered 
at this feeming partiality, as. many more probably 
have done; but how to account for it I knew not. 
And, indeed, we. are left to the fapne difficulty in a 
number of cafes recorded in the word, while, we 
only view. them in the letter. But when their fpi- 
ritual itieaniqg is opened, the difficulty vanilbeth 
away, and we djfcover marks of infinite wifdom hx 
every circumftance. 

The paflages I alludff to are the following j firft, 

this in pur, text j fccond, Mark v. 37, where the 

Lord went, to the houfe of a rujer in the fynagoguc 

to heal his daughter; it is faid, ^'HefgfFered no 

<^ man to follow himTave Peter, and James, and 

*' John the brother of James ;" third. Matt, xxvi* 

37, " Then cometh Jcfus with them untp a place 

.** called Gcthfemane, and faith unto the difciples, 

," Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder j— and 

" he took with him Peter, and the two fons of 

." Zebedee" (that is, James and John) "and began 

« to be forrowful, and very heavy." 

Here we fee how peculiarly thefe three apoftles 
were diftinguilhed by die Lord Jefus Chrift i and 
fhcre are feveral other paflages to which I may re- 
fer you prefently, wherein one or other of thefe, 
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difciples are as particularly noticed. Indeed, the 
Lord's choice of twelve apollles, neither more nor 
lefs, has a ipiritual fignification, and each one of the 
twelve reprefents fomething Ipiritual. The reafon, 
therefore, why Peter, James, and John, are thus 
mentioned together, and fo peculiarly diftinguifhed 
by the Lord, is, that they fpiritually fignify, and re- 
prefent, the three grand effentials of all true reli- 
gion, which muft be found in every man, in order 
to his being with the Lord, and enjoying his pe- 
culiar favor and love for ever (as I hope to make 
appear in the fequd of this difcotirle) that is tb 
fay, Peter reprefents /f//i& — John, /w;^*— and James, 
obedience^ or good works. Not but each of thefe 
difciples were men of fiiith, lovCj and obedience ; 
but the leading trait in Peter's charafter was faith, 
in John's love, and in James's good Woi-ks. 

In proof of the firft, fee Matt, xxvi; 23- J5> 
Peter fays, '« Though all men fliall be ofiended b6- 
*^ caufe of thee, yet will I never be offended j though 
/' I (hould die with thee, yet will I not deny thee." 
And chap, xvi. ver. 1 8, "I fay unto thee that thou 
^^ art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
" church, and the gates of hell fh^ll not prevail 
*' agiinft it. ' And I ^ill giVe unto thee the keys 
" of the kingdom of heaven,** &c. ' All Which is ex- 
preflive of a divine f^th in the Lord. And that 
Jbhn was more eminent for /w^, is evident, firft, 
frdm his being the difciple whom Jefus peculiarly 
loved, and who leaned upon the breaft of his Lord; 
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and, fecondlf, from the three epiftlcs he wrote, 
which breathe nothing but love and charity. And 
that James was peculiarly eminent for obedience^ or 
good works^ we need- only read his excellent ejpiftle 
to be convinced of* 

Hence, then, we need not wonder that thefe 
three men aire fo unitedly noticed in the word, and 
were fp peculiarly diftinguiftied by the Lord*^***- 
When our Lord wrought a miracle upon the ruler's 
daughter, he ilifFered no rtian to be with him fave 
Peter, Janies, and John. Wheh in the gardtn of 
Gethfemaile, loaded with temptation and forrow, 
ndne Were with him fave Peter, James, and John. 
When transfigured on a high mountain, none be-^ 
held his glory lave Peter, James, and John. 

And do not we from thefe circumftances learri 
two or thf^e of the mod important of all leiTons ? 

Firfty ^haf in order to be peculiarly diftinguljbed of 

the Lordy faith^ lovcy and obedience^ muft be 
umted in the mind — 

Secondly That their union is ejjential to working the 
greatefi miracles^ or deliverances^^ 

mrdty, that their union, is ejential to bearing a 
procejs (f temptations^^ 

jtnd, fourthly i that v^ithout thefe art united in man^ 
he cannot heboid the Lord in his glory. 

Thefe are the leffons we are taught by the above 
circumftances, and which wc will endeavor a litde 
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to ilhiftrate, and then we will notice, fbmc further 
particulars in our text. ^ • . . . i 

And firft. We are taught that in order to be 
peculiarly diftinguiftied by the Lord, faitby love^ and 
cbedience^ muft be united in the mind. ' My ^friends, 
be not difpleafed with me, that I infift fo much upon 
this fubje^ — there, is in our day an abfolutc neccf- 
fity for it; becaufe the doftrines now tai^ht arc 
too much inimical to this heavenly union,. .Peter 
alone, or if you will, faith aloney is the fiivorite fub- 
jeft in moft pulpits, and in moft focieties;, every 
thing belonging to religion is refolved intoyi/A&, 
If you-alk, how a man is forgiven? -The anfwer is, 
hy faith alone. If how jiiftified? hy faith alone. 
If you afk, what is the life of the foul ? . The anfwer 
is, faith only. I^-^how a man overcomes all his 
fpiritual enemies, and- his inbred evils? The reply 
is, by faith alone. And if you afk, are not good 
works effentially neceflfary to forgivenefs, juftifica- 
tion, and the like ? The anfwer is, noj ky no means 
whatever — ^they have nothing to do therewith. But 
if you further afk, are not men to do good works ? 
they will fay, hot in order td forgivenefs, juflification, 
or acceptance with God; but after this . juftifica- 
tion and acceptance, goods works may foUow. And 
even in this Jiate, they will add> n>an cannot live 
without finning againlt the Lord, though his fins be 
not noticed, or do not condemn him. 

But, firs, the word of the Lord teacheth us quite 
different doftrines 5 yea, rather, that faith is nothing 
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without love, nor love without faith ; and that both 
are of no avail, except determined to good works, 
or obedience to the divine will. Indeed, faith more 
properly belongs to the underftanding^ arid love to 
the wilt I and good works arife from the union of 
both. Now, if a man has ever fo much faith in 
his underftanding, what is the value of it, if he has 
no love to God and goodnefs in his will ? Arid to 
pretend to both faith and love, without obeying the 
Lord, what is it but a pretence only. Faith with- 
out works, is dead — and love to God, without 
obeying God, is impqffible. Therefore, faith, love» 
and obedience, mull be' united in the mind, or we 
are not the difciples of Jefus Chrift — we are not his 
fervants or children. Let us ufe our reafon upon 
this fubjeft. Is it reafonable to fuppofe we are the 
real iiibjefts of the Lord's kingdom, becaufe we 
profefs a ftrong faith in him, if at the fame time 
we do not love him? Or, by profeffing both a 
flrong faith, and an ardent love to him, and at the 
lame time not obeying him, or doing his will ? Wc 
are convinced this cannot be. We muft, believ^y 
lovcy and obeyy or we are not the fervants of God. 
Suppofe a fon tells his parent that he believes his 
commands very good, his precepts exceeding right, 
and profefleth to love him and his commands, and 
yet continueth in the breach of them — where is 
that fon's faith or love ? It is ipipoflible that he can 
have either. And I will venture to fay, it is equally 
as impoflible for a man to have any genuine Jfiritual 
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faiib in the Lord, separate bemfure /pw and oie^ 

But, fccondly, the union of faith, love, and obe- 
dience, is eflential to our fpiritual reftoratim and 
deliverance. When Jefus healed the daughter of 
Jairus, he took with him Peter, James, and John» 
All the miracles our blefled Lord performed in the 
days of his flefh, had a fpiritual fignification; and 
reprefented thofe internal fpiritual maladies, under 
which we labor ; with our deliverance from them, 
through divine power and mercy. And our Lord 
himfelf fays, '* In my name, they that believe (hall 
" caft out devils, fpeak with new tongues, take up 
«* ferpents, and if they drink any deadly thing it fliall 
** not hurt them — ^they fhall lay hands oh the fick, 
^* and they (hall recover," Mark xvi. 17, 18. By 
all which is meant, a divine power given to caft out, 
overcome, and fubdue, our internal evils and fpiri- 
tual enemies j but this power can only be with, and 
cxercifed by, thofe who believe^ love, and oiiy : for 
without love to God, our (piritual enemies will not 
be detefted — and without love to his laws, we (hall 
not forfake the ways of iniquity. Hence it is plain, 
that what is reprefented by thefe three difciples, that 
is, faith, love, and obedience, muft attend us in all 
our exertions and e(Forts, towards overcoming all 
that is evil, and every fpiritual enemy that oppo(eth 
our welfare and happinefs. 

The third thing taught us, is, that the union of 
faith, love, and obedience, is clTcntial to our bearing 
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4 fTQcefs of temptations. By temptations I mean, a 
ftruggle and conQid in the mind, between f^ood 
and truth, evil and good ; that our Lord was griev- 
oufly tempted is plain from the word — for he was 
forty days in the wilderncfs, tempted of the devih 
and in the garden of Gethfemaae he fuftained a 
moft heavy temptation, infomuch that he fvveat as 
it were drops of blood. The Lord, by means of 
temptations, fubdued hell — reduced to order all 
things therein — and glorified his humanity. And 
whoever comes into ftates of truth and goodnefs, 
will experience temptations from Ipirits of falfhood 
and evil, who will ufe all forts pf malice and cun- 
ning to effedt their purpofe — ^attempting to dcftroy 
the principles of his faith and love, and whatever 
hath relation %o his Ipiritual life. And thefe tempta- 
tions are as fo many ftruggles between the internal,| 
or fpiritual man, and the external, or natural man^ 
And unlefs man, in this ftate, were under the influ- 
ence of faith and love, and a defire to do the wiU 
of the Lord, he could not fuftain thefe confliftsj 
but would faU under them. And by our Lord 
taking with him Feter^ James^ and Jobn^ when in thi^i 
ftate of conflift, we are taught how eflentially ne- 
geffary it is for us to unite faith, loye, and obedience, 
in order that in the hour pf temptation, we may 
overcome. Not that the viftory is our's^ for it i§ 
the Lord that fights for us in thefe feafonsj which 
would not t>e the cafe if we did not believe on him, 
love him, and defire to keep his commmandments, 
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(But the fubjeft of temptations, I may probaWy 
take up and dwell more largely upon at a filturc 
opportunity). Proceed we. 

Fourthly, to obferve, that without the union of 
love, faith, and obedience, we cannot behold the 
Lord in his glory. This i$ fo plainly and repeatedly 
let before us, in the facred pages, that it is truly 
aftonifliing how any profeflbr of chriftianity can 
attempt, in the leaft degree, to feparate them. Our 
Lord fays, " Every tree that bringeth not forth 
*' good fruit, is hewn down, and caft into the fire." 
" Not every one that faith unto me. Lord ! Lord ! 
^' fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he 
" that doth the will of my father which is in heaven." 
*' Many will fay in that day. Lord ! Lord ! have 
^ we not prophefied in thy name, and in thy name 
*^ caft out devils, and in thy name done many won- 
*' derful works ? And then will I profcfs unto them, 
*^ I never knew you— depart from me ye that 
" work iniquity. Therefore, whofbever heareth 
*^ theie fayings of mine, and doefb them, I will 
*' liken him to a wife man, that built his houfe upon 
'* a rock," &c. Matt. vii. And again, " If ye love 
*^ me, keep my commandments." And all the apof- 
tles fet before us the abfolute neceffity of faith that 
works by love, and of true obedience to the divine 
will I and the New Teftament almoft concludes with 
thefe words from the Lord himfelf, " Bleffed are 
" they that do his commandments, that they may 
" have a right to the tree of life, and may enter 
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« through the gates into the city." In (hort, it is 
fo far from being poffible that we fhould fee the 
glory of the Lord, or be h^ppy in his kingdom^ 
without the union of thefe three virtues, that it is 
abfolutely impoflible to have the one without the 
othen A true faith will ever be accompanied with 
true love j and both with a eonfcientious regard to 
the divine will. Men may pretend to faith — they 
may boaft of love to God — but it is only a w^v 
pretenfion^ if the life be not good. A good life can 
only flow from faith and love^ and where faith and 
love are, there a good Ufe will be found — nor can 
we be juftif^ed in the fight of a holy God, any far- 
ther than as we believe with the heart unto rigbte- 

Upon this article I may very lafely appeal to the 
enlightened tinderftanding of my hearers. Can any 
one of you imagine that you have a true fpiritual 
faith in the Lord Jcfus; if you are not thereby led to 
love himj as a God of mercy, truth, and goodnefi ? 
And can you fuppofe that you both believe on him 
and loVe him too^ if at the fame time you do not 
obey him ? Or can any one of you believe that 
you are juftified in his fight, and Ihall dwell in his 
kingdom^ if you arc confcious you live in the vio- 
lation of his commandments j leading an eviriife ? 
You know what anfwe'r to make-^reafon> confci- 
ence, and fcripture direft you. You will not 
wonder, then, that our Divine Lord fo peculiarly 
diftinguiihed thofe three difciples who thus reprc* 
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fented feith, love, and good works in union— yoa 
will not be furprized that he took them up to the 
mountain when he thus appeared in glory — and you 
will be aflbred, that poffeffing true faith in your 
underftanding, pure love in your will, and being 
obedient in life, ybu are the peculiar favorites of the 
Lord; and fhall aflurcdly behold his glory, and 
live in his kingdom for ever. Let us, then, enter 
upon felf-examination, that we may know whether 
or not we are fuch difciples as thefe. It is an im- 
portant enquiry — and we cannot be too earneft in it. 
I will now proceed to notice fome farther parti- 
culars in our text. It is faid " After fix days Jefus 
«* taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and 
** bringeth them up into an high mountain apart.*' 
It is difficult to account from the letter, the reafon 
why it is faid, after fix days — becaufe there is no 
particular circumftance mentioned as taking place 
fix days before this event. And I am perfuaded 
no perfon can, from the letter of the text, give, a 
fatisfeftory reafon for this circumftanCe. But when 
the fpiritual fenfe is known, then a beautiftil pro- 
priety appears in the words, and the reafon why it 
is faid after fix daysy is very difcoverable. 

Bay 5^ in many parts of the word, do not fo much 
relate to time as to ftates. So the number of days, 
or years, have a' fpiritual meaning. It is laid, 
" That the children of Ifrael were forty years in the 
<* wildernefs — ^the prophet fafted forty days — Jefus 
*^ was forty days in the wildernefs and faftcd there." 

Holjba 
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, Hofea fays, " After two days will he revive iis ; in 
" the third day he will raife us up, and we (hall live 
•* in his fight," vi. a. And of the church, or woman, 
in Rev. xii. 6, it is faid, " She fled into the wilder- 
^* nefs, where flie hath a place prepared of God, 
^' that they fhould feed her there a thoufand two 
« hundred and threcfcore days** Now days, in 
thefe places, do not mean days as to time, but have a 

Jpritud meanings and wholly refer to fpiritual things* 
So in Geneiis it is faid, that God finiihed his 
work in fix days and refted on the feventh4 
• Six days, therefore, fignify the feveral ftates which 
man pafTeth through in his regeneration, before he 
is fully regenerated, and becomes a celeftial man i 
and the feventh day, or iabbath, fignifies hb reft, or 
entrance into heaven. And in this view there 
appears a beautiful propriety in the words, " After 
" fix days, Jefus taketh Peter, James, and John, 
" up into an high mountain ap^rt,". Becaufe it 
not only points literally to the transfiguration of 
Jefus Chrift, but fpiritually to the glorification of 
every perfon, who in this life hath united feith, love, 
and obedience, in the mind and in the life-^or. nq 
man can thus enter into reft and heaven until his 
fix days labor be over, and he be fully regenerated. 
Then, but not before, will Jefus take hifii up into 
the mountain, and fhew him his glory. 

But I plainly fee that I have not time to elucidate 

die fpiritual meaning of this blefifed text, in the 

prcfcnt opportunity* And therefore I muft leave 

M 2 the 
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tbe Other part to another iibafon, only ch&rving, 
that hf the Lord's face fhining as die fun, is (igni- 
fied and reprefented the divine good of his divine 
lov€--^is raunent white as light, fignified the 
divine truth of his divine wtfdom— by Mofes and 
Elias, were rcpreiiented the hiftorical and prophe- 
tical word — and by the bright cloud, was fignified 
die word in its literal fenfe. An illi^ation of thefe 
fiibjefts mufl: now be omitted. 

There are three things to which your attention 
is particularly called by what has already been faid* 

Firft, The neceffity of uniting the three grand 
efilendals of refij^on. See that your faidi be genu- 
ine, your love pure, and your life good* Remem- 
ber a gpod tree cannot bring fbrdi kad fruit; 
d^er^ore, by dieir fruits ye (hall know them. Let 
us be itiote careful to lead a good life, than to bdaft 
about faith— <-and with the apoftle Paul acknowledge, 
that " love is the higheft grace j'^ becaufe where 
there is true §)iritud k)ve> there is faith aMbj and 
there wiH bediarity, goi^ works, obedience to the 
divine wiH : and where thefe are, there is conjunc- 
tion wWi the Lord-— fuch men are in his peculiar 
fevor. 

ScconcBy, If tliefe are united, you wiH then be 
Enabled to overcome aH your Ipirkual enemies, 
fubdue your evik, and in aH temptations and con- 
flifts come off with vidtory j for the man who 
loves and fcrves the Lord, wiH ever be fopported, 
defended, and delivered by the Lord* You will 
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pafs through your fix days labor, and through all 
your various ftates until fully regenerated, made 
pure, and you become an image of the Lord; 
being a form of love and wifdom, truth and good- 
nefs. And after fix days the Lord will take you 
up into an high mountain apart, and fliew you his 
glory — ^that is, he will take you to mount Zion, the 
city of the living God, the habitation of his holinefs, 
and the inheritance of all that believe in, love, and 
ferve him. There will you behold his glory, reft 
itom your labors, and be completely happy. 

With the angelic hofts you'll dwell above. 
In all the exquijite delights of love. 
The God you fervc, your iverkfimg friend -^ 
Your blifs fupreme— your//i7rjr never end. 



M3 SERMON 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERMON XII. 



THE LOVE OF DOMINION AND AUTHORITY 
CONDEMNED 5 

THE J-ORD ALONE OUR FATHER AND MASTER. 



Matt, xxili. 9, lo. 
And ca]I no man your father upon the earth ; for one is your father 
which is in heaven. Neither be ye called mafters 5 for one is youi* 
piaftery even Chrift. 



Our divine Lord and Mafter, Jcfus Chrift, 
frequently reminds his difciples of a diipofidon and 
temper which they had (and which moft men have) 
a peculiarly ftrong propeqlity to indulge; that is to 
fay, pridcy love of dominion^ or a wifli to be the 
greateft. He tells them, this was the predominant 
frmcipk in the fcribcs and pharifeesj they loved 
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the uppermoft rooms, the chief feats in the fyna- 
gogues, greetings in the market place, and to be cal- 
led of men Rahbiy Rabbiy or tnafter — and whatever 
they did was to gain applaufe — ^to be feen of men 
— to be honored in this life. But however the 
world might judge of them, our Lord knew their 
hearts, faw their ftate, was perfedly acquainted with 
the infernal principle from which they afted ; and 
he calls them /erpents^^z generation of vipers. By 
JkpentSy he means men of a JenJuaU bafcy vile prin- 
ciple i and by viper Sy men of pernicious y poijmous 
qualities \ full of all manner of evil and uncleannefs. 
And he fays unto them, ** How can ye efcape the 
*' damnation of hell ? And as for a pretenccy to 
'* cover your hypocrify and deceit, ye make long 
'^prayers— ye (hall therefore receive the greater 
*' damnation*" By which we learn, that nothing 
can be more hateful to the Lord, or more dan- 
gerous to the foul, than bypocrijy and deceit y efpeci- 
ally in matters of a religious nature. To profefs 
religion, and pretend to an eminent degree of it, 
for the fake of worldly |^nor, profit, or praife, 
is a condudt fo execrable in itfelf, that language 
cannot find a word ftrong enough to exprefs its 
true deformity and odioufnefsi— and I have long 
thought, that of all the infernals in the regions of 
darkncfs and woe, the artfuly defigningy and vile 
hypocritCy is one of the moft batefuly defpijedy and 
mijerahle. 

M 4 Permit 
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Permit me, my fellow chriftians, to carneftly 
caution you all againft the JmaUeJi degrecy the leaft 
taint y of this moft abominable evil. What is it to 
us, if we H AV£ b$anan afplattfcy through our deceit 
and guile ? What ! if all the world thought us 
aogels? Is their aj^laufe any more than a pufF of 
wind? Will it avail us in death, or follow us into 
eternity, and make us happy there ? When all 
external appearances will be thrown off, every vail 
and maik taken ai^ay, and we appear before God^ 
angels, mep, and devils, jvst what we HEAtLv 
ARE — when all guile and artifice is difcovered, and 
the painted fepulqhre laid open^^then where is our 
bonoTy our apphufey our praije ? Gone ! for ever 
gone ! And in their place are found fiamey C9n^ 
tempt y confiious guilty and everlajiing woe ! O ! let 
us guard againft religious hypocrify and guile. Our 
hearts, our affedions, our dcfi^is and purposes, are 
all open to the Lord every mqment: he knows 
what we are, and there is nothing hid which fliall 
not be made manifeft, neither any thing kept fecret 
but what Ihall come abroad and be known. 

But we obfcrved, tl^ the lave of dominiwy a defire 
to be grea$y even the difciples of our Lord had a 
very ftrong prppenfity toj infomuch that they 
difputed among themfclves, wUch ihouW be 
greateji :—^nd the two fons of Zebedce fent dieir 
mother to requeft of Jefus, that he would fet one 
of them on his right hand, and the other on his 

left, 
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left, in his kingdom- This evil propenfity, I am 
perfuaded, we have all experienced too much of. 
Every man has a defirc to be greai, honored, to rule 
over others j that his wilt may be his law. And 
this hifk of dominion, ,this love of dignity, honor, 
and rule, is not confined merely to men of the 
world, and worldly things; but it appears in the 
churchy amongft men of religious charaSler. The 
chief Jeats in the Synagogue are thirfted after, the 
higheft places in the church are defired; and where 
this love of dominion *and greatnefs reigns, no 
bounds can circumfcribe it — the layman would be 
a prieft, the prieft a doftor, the doftor a bifliop, the 
bifliop a pope, and the pope a God. Such is the 
nature of ambition^ and Iwe of ruU\ againft which 
we have as much reafon to guard, as againft hypo* 
crify and guile. 

Buti we will proceed to notice the words of our 
text — in doing which, we will confider them in the 
order they ftand ; and then make a few reflexions 
upon the whole. 

And firft, our Lord fays, " Call no man your 
" father upon the earth." By which we are not to 
underftand, that we are not to acknowledge, honor, 
and love our natural parents \ this is a duty incum- 
bent upon all, a duty which no law can fet afide, 
and which the laws of chriftianity commend and 
enforce — " Honor thy father and mother, that thy 
'* days may be prolonged in the land which the 
" Lord thy God giveth thee." And it would be 

well 
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wcU if all children did fo honor, love, and acknow* 
ledge dieir earthly parents — ^if affliSiedy that they 
would fuccor and aid them — ^if poor^ that they 
would help and relieve them — if aged and infirmy 
that they wpuld comfort and cherilh them — and in 
all cafes manifeft the duty and love of children. . 

But by calling no man father upon the earth, 
Ibmething very different from the above is fignified. 
Our Lord's words had always a fpiritual and celef- 
tial meaning in them> as well as a natural or literal 
one ; and in this paffage (as well as others in the 
word) by earth is meant, the church of the Lord 
on the earth, and not the ground itfelf, or the whole 
of its inhabitants ; and, therefore, by calling no man 
your father upon the earth is meant, that no one in the 
church is to be regarded as the head of it, to whom 
we owe implicit obedience in matters of confcience 
and religion, this being the Jole prerogative of our 
God and father, who is in the heavens. However 
eminent and ufeful men may be in the church of the 
Lord, ftill they are but men — but mere inftruments 
in the jLord's hands for good. As inftruments in 
his hands we may refpeft and value them; but 
they are not our fpiritual parents^ any more than 
the pipe which conveys water to our houfcs, is the 
fpring or fountain by which we are fupplied. 

All who are true and living members of the 
Lord's church, are begotten^ bom again by the Lord 
alone, through his word ; and therefore he only is 
aur father. Indeed the apoftle Paul fays, in his 

firft 
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firft epifde to the Corinthians, ch. iv. ver. 15, that 
^' HE had begotten them through the gofpel^" but 
hemuft.only mean, that through divine truth they 
were begotten, or born again, and that he was the 
inftrument of conveying that truth : — if he had 
meant any thing further, he muft have been exceed- 
ingly wrong. While, therefore, we pay a due re- 
gard for^ refpeft and love tOy thofe perfons in the 
church, who are employed to difpenfe the word, 
to teach and preach, and to be eminently inftru- 
ments in the Lord's hands for good i let us, at the 
fame time remember, that one is our father, even 
the Lord — that to him alone we are indebted for 
every thing that is true and good — that our rege- 
neration, our Ipiritual life, falvation, and happinefs, 
are from him only — that we are his children, bound 
to honor, love, and fervc hini all the days of our 
Jife, and for ever. 

But, fccondly, our Lord adds, " Neither be ye 
^^. called mafters ; for one is your matter, even 
** Chrift.** By which we are to underftand that no 
one, however e;calted, learned, or whatever his abi- 
lities, is to lord it over the confciences of others, to 
ufurp authority, to rule and govern, to command 
and order, as a mafter does his fervant : nor muft 
they afFedt human or religious honor, dominion 
over the faith of men, nor to be ftiled majiersy as if 
upon their own authority they fet up for guides and 
leaders ; but they muft own one mafter only, that 
is Christ, whofe word alone muj^ be their rule, 

w&ilft 
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whilft tbeyy as brethren, arrogate no fuprcmaqr orcr 
each other ; ' being all alike fubmiffivc to their com- 
mon head, mafter, and Lord, Jcfus Chrift. 

I am not fuggefting here that there are to be no 
diftinftions of charafter and office in the church of 
thfc Lord ; no, by no means. God himfelf hath 
ordained them — they are neceffary and important. 
But then, whatever are the difttnfHons^ the cbarac^ 
ters and offices^ every one who fills them is to refer 
the honor and dignity thereof to the Lord, and not 
to himfelf. The higher his office, the more fcr- 
viceable ought he to be ; the greater his dignity, 
the, more ufefiil his life ; and as all fervice and ufe- 
fulnefs are fix>m and of the Lord alone, therefore to 
him alone is the praifc and the honor to be afcrib- 
ed. But when men in office and dignity in the 
church, aflume to themfelves fuperiority and bonory 
on account of the office tbey fllyor the fervice tbey 
ferformy then it is that they are in the love of do- 
fninioriy rob God of the honor due to him, and arc 
fond of being called mailers, rulers, and Lords over 
God's heritage. 

Such perfons confidcr not that om is our mafter, 
even Chrift ; and that all the real members of his 
church, whatever their ftation, office, or employ- 
ment, are only bretbren of one family ^ fervams of one 
mafter y ?Ln6fubje£ls of one Lord. By the Lord Jefus 
being our mafter, we are taught, that to him abne 
are we accountable in all matters of reli^on and 
Conicience-Hrhat he has an indubitable right to go- 
vern. 
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vern, direft, and guide — that the work we have 
to do is of his appointment — all our powers and 
/acuities belong to him— and his commands muft 
be obeyed. But, at the fame time, we confider 
him as our Matter and Lord, and ourfelves his fer- 
vants and fubjefts; we are to recoUeft. that our 
ruler is not a tyranty nor our fervice fiavcry. Our 
Lord hath fully inftrufted us as to this, by calling 
himfelf our fcuhir and our friend \ by denominat- 
ing us his children j and by faying, ^« Henceforth I 
" call you not fervants, but friends." And, more- 
over, from this confideration, that aH his com- 
mands and injunftions are given in love ; they arc 
calculated for our own honor, profit, and happinels, 
and not to advantage himfelf; the more diligendy 
we attend to them, the more abundantly are we 
blefied $ his fervice is perfect freedom, in keeping 
his connmaandments there is great reward, and to be 
fubjeft to the Lord is to be completely^ and ever- 
laftingly happy. 

Permit iiie then, my chriftian hearers, to recom- 
mend a willing, a cheerful, and unreferved obedi- 
ence to fuch a friend and maftcr. If we ferve not 
him, we are under more cruel tyrants than the 
lable flavcs of Africa ; and our fervice is a more 
hard and dreadful flavery than theirs. If we arc 
fubjeft to our own lufts and paffions, our evil dif- 
pofitions and propenfities> we are aftuaDy in the 
moft awful bondage; the harder we toil^ and the 
longer we labor, the greater will be our difap- 

point- 
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pointment, the more poignant our pain, and thrf 
keener our woe. If we arc the fervants of the 
world, and ftriving to gain it all from the love of 
it, we are at enmity with God, and enfuring the 
lols of eternal felicity, riches, and honor. If we 
are fubjcft to infernals, and influenced by their de- 
ceitful fuggeftions and temptations, to every evil 
and criminal indulgence, they are all the while con- 
certing our ruin ; and will never leave us until we 
fink into that mifery and forrow, in which they 
themfelves are — ^for the wages of fin is death ; and 
we cannot ferve God and mammon. But if we 
willingly and faithfully ferve our divine matter, our 
beft fi-iend, our heavenly father^ we fliall find all his 
fcrviceperfedt freedom, his work pleafant, his com- 
mands eafy, and his reward pifinife and eternal. We 
were created to ferve no other matter — ^redeemed 
to obey no other Lord — ^and we are ipared in life, 
that we may return to him, become his fiibjedts, 
and be happy in his kingdom. 

The faculties and powers of our minds are too 
noble for the fervice of fin, the mean degrading 
flavery of infernals, or for fubjeftion to fcnfual lufls, 
and depraved difpofitions — ^an immortal ipirit fliould 
defpife the filthy drudgery of fin and vice — an heir 
of a celettial kingdom (hould rife above fenfuality, 
earthly-mindednefs, and infernal influence — a hea- 
ven-born foul fliould yield obedience, and be in iiib- 
jeftion to no ruler and lord, but the eternal Gover- 
nor and King of heaven himfelf ! 

But^ 
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But, to be a little more particular upon the words. 
It is faid, " One is your father, which is in heaven ; 
*' and one is your mafler, even Chrijl.** By the 
letter, fonrie might imagine that the father and the 
mafter are two diJiinSl beings, or ferfons j efpecially 
as men arc fo much confirmed in the idea of 
more Gods than one, or of more divine perfons 
than one in the deity j — but this is not the cafe. By 
father, is here meant the divine love of Jehovah, 
dwelling in the interior of the mind j for divine love 
is the real and ejfential life of a regenerate man. 
And by Cbriji, is fignified divine truth j for it im- 
plies the fame as Mefftab, Anointed, and King — and 
all thofe names denote divine truth. Therefore the 
internal meaning of the words is as follows : — call 
no man your father on earth, viz. let no earthly, 
fenfual, evil, and infernal love, be the life of your 
mind; be not the children of this world, or of 
Satan -, let not your ruling, your life's love, be any 
thing lefs than heavenly i the love of felf, of domi-^ 
nion, of the world, and of evil, are all infernal and 
vile loves ; if you are in any of thefe they are your 
life — ^all your afFeftions, defircs, and difpofitions, 
proccjcd from fuch love, as from a parent 5 and, 
confequently, whatever belongs to fuch an one, and 
proceeds from him, is of the fame nature and quality 
with ,that predominant love, which is his life. 

But our divine Lord fays, *' Let it not be thus 
** with you, my difciples. Let one be your fether 
^' which is in heaven, viz* let my love abide in you, 

*^as 
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« as a living frincipky from which will proceed all 
<< that is good, and heavenly, and pure. Coliunue 
« ye in my love — abide in my love i as the branch 
<* cannot bear fruit of itfclf, except it abide in the 
« vine, no more can ye, except ye abide in me." 

Hence it is plain, that this divine love, dwelling 
as a living principle in the mind, is as a parent pro- 
ducing and begetting whatever is good, holy, lovely, 
and heavenly. And then by Chrift, as our matter, 
is fignified, divine truths united with divine good (or 
love) in the internal; and therefore, our Lord 
fays, " Be not ye called matters ;" vi?:. let not the 
doftrines, traditions, and opinicMis of men— the 
laws, rules, and orders of men, be your guidey direc- 
tion, and rule, in what refpefh religion and your 
fouls. Be not governed and influenced by thefe 5 
but remember, one is your matter, even Chrift; 
that is, divine trtttb alone mutt be your matter Ind 
lord. It is to this you arc to be obcdient--by 
this you are to be ruled and governed— for divine 
truth furnifheth us with every pure and found 
doftrinc, every jutt and good rule, cwtry heavenly 
command, and every encouraging motive to purt 
undefiled religion. And when pure heavenly love 
is the life of the will, and pure divine truth the life 
of the underftanding; or^ m other words, when 
goodnefs and truth (or love and wifdom) are united 
in the internal of the mindi then one is our father, 
which is in heaven 9 and one is our matter, even 
Chrift. The love of fclf, and of dominion, wiH 

be 
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be trodden under foot — ^the love of the world, and 
of evil, caft out — love to God, and charity to man, 
be the life of the foul — and divine truth, lead, guide, 
and direft us in all that is good, true, and heavenly. 

But as our time will not allow me to enter 
upon the other two verfes> we will leave them for 
another opportunity, and conclude with a few 
reflexions* 

Firft, then, we are taught by thefe words to 
guard againft all felf-exaliation, pre-eminence, and 
Juperiority over others. Whatever our ftation, cha- 
rafter, office, or abilities, we are only brethrjsn— .. 
we are not lords and mafters. Therefore whatever 
honor belongs to the office, or charafter, that muft 
be referred to the Lord alone^ to whom it is due ; 
— our place is to be humbky lowly-minded. He that 
is greateft among you fhall be your fervant; 

Secondly, we are to coh(!der that iio man, or body 
of men, however learned, good, eminent, and wife^ 
are to be our guides and rulers in matters of faith 
ahd praftice. We are not to look up to them, but 
^to the Lord alone, and his word: theif may err, and 
without defign lead us wrong ; but the Lord cannot 
err, nor his word deceive usi And, therefore. 

Thirdly, The Lord Jefus Chrift-^^w muft be our 
father and our mafter j his love the life of our minds^ 
and his truth die rule of that life; Then whatever 
is begotten bv, and proceeds from that divine love 
and truth, wifl'be holy, pure, good, and heavenly. 

And, fourthly. We learn from hence, that what- 
ever is good and true in usy and whatever is good 
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and true as done by us, all this is of and from the 
Lord alone ; ai\d therefore nothing is to be afcrib- 
ed unto man. He has no merit, nothing to boafl: 
of, or glory in,fave the Lord his God. 

And, laftly. Let us remember, that as we admit 
the love and truth of the Lord into our will and un- 
derftanding, and our life is regulated thereby, we 
become the Jervants and children of the Lord, our 
heavenly father and mafter ; confequendy, v^e (hall 
receive the reward of faithful fervants and. obedient 
children — whigji will be no lefi than eternal con- 
junction with our God — ^the enjoyment of his king- 
dom — the glories, felicities, and honors thereof — 
the full fruition of his love and goodnefs — and all 
this through the boundlefs ages of a never-cndingf 
eternity. 

In the pleafing profpeft of this ftiperlative and 
unfpeakable glory, may^ve be the faithful fervants 
of our divine Lord-^the obedient children of our 
heavenly Father — ^until meetened for heaven, we 
are called to his arms, to fit down in his kingdom> 
and be for ever happy ! Amen. 
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THE TEMPLE CLEANSED; 

OR, 

THE HEART NO J-ONGER A HOUSE OF iAeRCHANDISE. 



John 11. x6. 

Take thefe tilings hence } make pot my Father^s houfe an houie of 
merchandife. 



We are infix-med in this chmtcr, that 
the Lord Jcfus went up to Jerufalem ^bout the 
dme that the Jews pafibver was at hand; a feaft 
which they kept yearly in semembrance of the de- 
ftroying angei's pafling by their doors^ when all 
the fifft-bom ia Egypt were flain. About this 
time Jcfus went into the temple at Jenifalem, and 
when he came there> " he fcund in the temple 
N2 "thofe 
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** thofc that fold oxen, and fheep, and doves, and . 
" the changers of money, fitting : and when he 
" had made a fcourge of fniall cords, he drove 
*' them all out of the temple, ,and the fheep, and 
" the oxen, and poured out the changers money, 
" and overthrew the tables." And in Matthew 
and Mark it is added, " he faid unto them. It is 
" written, my houfe fhall be called the houfe of 
" prayer ; but ye have made it a den of thieves/' 
And, in the words of our text — ^^ Take thefe 
^' thiogs hence ; make not my Father's houfe an 
" houfe of -merchandife." 

It is obvious, that the temple at Jerufalem was 
built by the particular direction and command of 
the Lord, as a houfe of prayer and religious wor- 
fliipTthat it was, therefore,- i&^/y zxA Jacred^ and 
by no means ought to be frofaned or defiled. But 
it was not only devoted to religious fervices, and 
facred to the Lord — it was alfo, in every particular 
of it, refrejentattve. Its formy materials^ utenfils^ 
ceremonies y Jacrifices^ offerings ^ and worjhipy were 
all reprefentative of the Lord, his fpiritual church, 
and the man of the church s and therefore it' was 
moji holy. 

But the Jews, and even thofc who officiated in 
the fcrvice of the tempde, were become fo fenfual 
and evily that they not only profaned their offices, 
and polluted the worlhip, but alfo defiled and pro- 
faned the tempk it/elf y that holy place^ devoted to 
God and his fcrvice only. They made it a place 

- of 
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cf traffic^ a mere market ^ in which they bought and 
fold oxen, Iheep, doves, and the like. Our Lord 
entering in, and beholding this facrilege and pro- 
fanation, not only manifefted his difapprobation, his 
indignation at their ipiquitous conduct, but alfo 
his divine power and authority; for he made a 
fcoufge of fmall cords, drove them all out of the 
teniple, and* the fheep and the oxen, and poured 
out the. changers money, and overthrew the tables. 
— I have frequendy confidered this tranfa&ion, and 
have thought it as wonderfut^2LvA Jingular as almoll 
any recorded in the four cvangeljfts. 

Heie is the Lord Jefu3, who appearecl as a 
man, and was looked upon as no more than a 
man, entering the temple, without any vifible au- 
thority — not fuftaining any civil office in Judea ; 
he takes a fqpurge of cords, drives out all the 
buyers and fellers, fcatters their money upon the 
floor, difperfcth their oxen arid fheep, aqd no one 
appears to make any rejijiance ! — all are ajlonijhed — 
enraged — ^^but not a hdnd moved againft him ! — 
Whqi it was all over, they afk him, " What fign 
^^ fheweft thou unto us, feeing thou doeft-all thcfe 
*' things ?"• ..This is all'that we hear concerning it. — 
But why did they not rejift the Lord ? Why did 
they fuffer themfelves to be forced out with^ a 
fcourge— their oxen and Iheep to be driven awjay — 
and their money fcattered upon the ground ? Why, 
firs, confcious guilt will fttik the proudeji mind, and 
make a coward of the Jiouteji heart. They knew 
N 3 that 
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that what they did was JacrUegims and profane^ 
By infernal dennons prompted to this vile condu£t, 
they fled widi fhamc and wild confMfion when 
Chrift the God appeared. 

There is nouch fpiritual ij^ftrudion to be gather- 
ed from thefe circumftances^ fome of which we (haU 
notice prefendy. 

We will proceed to our text—" Take thefe 
^^ things hence; make not my Fftthef*$ houfe an 
^* houfe of merchandife/' In ipcaking from which 
we will, 

Firfty E^^lain what is meant ky the Fatber^i boufe. 

Secondly Wbat ly its being made a boufe of mer^ 
cbandife. 

TTbirdfyy Conjider what tbings are to he taken 

tbencey an^ the reafons wby. 

- * 

And firft. What is meant by the Father's houfe ? 

The temple at Jerufalem, as I beforf obferved^^ 
was in every partkuiar reprefentaiwe ; it was alfo a 
Jacred znd boly ^uildingy as being built by the com- 
mand and dircflion of the Almigh^. And as 
divine reprefentative worihip was to be performed 
in it> confequendy it ought nq|: in any manner to 
be pro&ned. But when the real things which the 
temple reprefcnted are known, Aen we fhall fee why 
it is called the houfe of God;*nd why it ought not 
fo be polluted, v 

As 
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As there is a three-fold fcnfc in the holy word, 
that is, aceleftialj fpiritual, and natural; fb, like- 
wife, thistcmpk Had a ?hrce-fold reprefentation :— 
firft. It was a type and figure of heavenly things, as 
mi^t eaiily b^fhewa if we had time here; — ^but, 
fecondly, |t was a -figure and reprefentation of the 
Lord's fpiritual church and kingdom, in this world ; 
«*-^4nd, thirdly. It was a figure and reprefentation of 
tvcry^an of the church. The two laft are what 
I Ihaf'confine myfelf to now, and more efpecially 
the laji of all. 

Firft, As the temple reprefented the fpiritual 
church of the Lord, therefore it was called the 
Lord's houfe 5 for God dodi not dwell in houfes 
made with ha^, in iany otter fenfe than figura- 
tively. But tne true Ipimual church is the Lord's 
houfe really — ^in that he ffWells — ^and as the temp^ 
reprefented fbat, k was to be kepf holy — by no means 
profaned or polluted. And it may be obferved 
here, that the ttttmie, and all that belonged to it, 
was a figure of the church which was to commence 
at the coming of the Lord; that is, the cbrifiian 
church. TH^ circumftances, therefore, which took 
place whep our Lord entered the temple, did' but 
too plainly indicate what would, in iime, be the ftate 
of the cbrifiian ,cburcb. But this we pafs by at 
prclent. 

Now, as ^e i;emple was thus facred and holy, 

and repr^fonted the fpiritual church of the Lord, 

which was t^ come; it teaches us how pure and 

N 4 undefiled 
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yndefiled his church ought to be. It is the houfc 
of the Lord, where he dwells^ and in which, while 
purcy he delights ; confequently It ought not to be 
made a houfe of merchandife ; nothing of a world-- 
ly, evil, and defiling natiire, ihould be found in it ; 
and if men of fuch defciiption ^iter in, the Lord 
knows them — ^hjs fan is in his hand, and he will 
thoroughly purge his floor — ^he will drive out the 
buyers and fellers, the earthly-minded, tbe*^ltial 
and vain — all thole who, under the guife ot reli- 
gion, are full of felf-love, love of the world, hypo- 
crify, greedy of filthy lucre, unholy, and profane. 

But, fecondly. As the true church is the houfe 
of the Lord, the Lord is the ruler and governor in 
jt — no one can difput^ his authority* The Lord 
dwelleth in Zion, and he iwiU fit as a refiner there, 
to refine the whole body, cafl out what is evil ^nd 
falfe, that the church may be a holy temple^ a fit 
habitation for the Lord her God. But whenever 
the church comes into that ui^allowed, profenc, 
and impure flate, as is reprefcnted by the circum- 
ftances connefted with our text, then the Lord 
will withdraw from it, and leave it to bfe dcflroyed 
in and by its own evils and abominations, as furely 
as the temple at Jerufalem was dcftroyed; and 
not one flone left upon another. 

But, thirdly. By the houfe of the Lord,- or by 
the Father's houfe, is fpiritually flgnified, euery man. 
of the church \ and as this teill bring the fubjeft 
nearer to ourfelves, I fhall chiefly dwell upon it. 

The 
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The temple at Jerufalem reprefented every fuch 
perfon ; and hence it is that every member of the 
church is called^ in the New Teftament, the tem^ 
of the Holy Ghoft — the habitation of God — ^^and 
God is faid to dwell in them — make his abode with 
them, &c. The interior of every man's mind 
ought to be, and is defigned to be, the refidence 
of the Divine -Being, viz. where he fhould dwell' 
by his divine &t;^ and wijdom. There are in man 
two receptacles for the Lord — his will for the di- 
vine love, and his ufiderjlanding for the divine wif« 
dom 5 and when thefe are prepared for the Lord, 
and the Lord thus dwells therein, then the whole 
man is under the government and direftion of the 
Lord : he is then the Lord's houfe, or temple. 

Now as the temple at Jerufalem was to repre- 
fent thefe things, fo it was to be holy in every parti- 
cular that belonged to it 5 hereby inftrufting us 
that the Lord. is fo dwell in the interiors of our 
minds, as his awn temple; and that every thing 
belonging to man fliould be holinefs unto the Lord > 
that his afFedions, his thoughts, defires, and difpo- 
fitions, fhould be heavenly ; that his life, conduft, 
and converfation, fhould be holy; that all within 
him, and belonging to him, fhould be pure: and 
thus, that he fhould be /et apart /(?r, and fanftified 
$0y the Lord alone. 

When we colifider that we are the workmanfhip 
of the Almighty — that he hath made us rational 
beitigs, capable of knowing him, loving him, and 

and 
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and enjoying his prefence and kingdom for ever — 
it aj^ears very evident, that w? can only be happy 
b^ being all that which will render us like him> and 
fit for his prefence. 

As, therefore, nothing impure or evil can exift 
in, or with the Lord; lb whatever is* of this kind 
muft be removed froru us, if we would live with 
' and enjoy the Lord and his kingdom. The temple 
at Jerufalem was not defigned f<^ a houfe of mer- 
chandife, or a» den of thieves^ nor is the foul of 
man defigned to be the habica^pn of thofe things 
to which merchandife and thieves correfpond. We 
•come therefore to confidcr. 

Secondly, What we arc to underftand by making 
the Lord's houfe a hifufe of merchandife. 

What is meant, in the literal fenfe, we iJX very 
well know, viz. that it was devoting the facred 
temple at Jerufalem to fradey traffic^ and fem^ 
poralbujinefs. The Jews made it a place for felling 
Iheep, oxen, and doves ; for payii]^ ahd receiving 
money, and Ibch like things ^this was certainly 
a profanation of the temples-employing it to pur- 
pofcs never defigned — making a very bdA ufe of 
it — and highly ofFenfive to that Gad who ,had or- 
dered it to be buDt for more facred and Holy de- 
figns. Now, if we appljr this to man, we fhall ' 
cafily perceivje what is ipirituatly reprefented in tjic ^ 
above things. We rea'd not of but cm femfU that 
the Lord commanded to be built, for his more 
immediate fervice and rcfidencei dbA^ JprituaUyy 

God 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^T^imw^^^sm^m 



, THE TEMPLE CLEANSED. I87 

God hath formed but one facrcd and holy habita- 
tion for himfelf) And that is man. There are no 
other beings in earth or heaven, that arc capable 
of being the temples of the Lord. The Lord 
created man, not only a beautiful, rational, and in- 
telligent creature, but alfo A holy and undefiled one ; 
in whom he might dwell by his divine love and 
wifdop — to whom he might comfnunicate fpiritual 
and cekftial bleffednefs — and with whom he might 
refide for ever : he is, therefore (viz. man) an or- 
gan or form, receptive of life from the Lord his 
God; capable of living for ever with the Lord, 
and of enjoying all pofTible felicity in his kingdom* 
This, then, is the facred and holy temple repre- 
fented by that wonderjul ftru&ure at Jcrufelem. — 
The internal^ therefore, or ndnd of every man, is 
defigned to be the houfei of the Lord our God ; 
but as the temple was polluted and profaned, fo is 
the mind»x>f nwn — it is become a houfe of mer- 
chandife, and a den of thieyes ; that is to fay, man 
h^s perverted the order of bis life\ corrupted his 
will, polluted his underftanding, and defiled his 
whole mind; he has made it a houje of merchant 
dife^ by giving into the love of felf, the bve of the 
world, and the lbve< of dominion. By the love of 
felf, he has thirfted after whatever is fenfual, vain, 
and earthly, in order tb gratify his depraved and 
polluted aj^)etites and dcfires ; by the love of the 
worJd, he has been led to avarice, pride, hatred, 
envy, cruelty, and whoever appears calculated to 

favor 
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favor his covetous, avaricious mind j and by the 
love of dominion, has alpired after grcatnefs, dig- 
nity, and honor, at the expence and facrifice of 
every virtue and noble principle, and is thus be- 
come ambitious, haughty, pufied up with vanity and 
high conceit, fo as to defpife others, contemn the 
mean, and envy the honorable s and thus he hath 
made the hotife of the Lx)rd a houfe of mecchan- 
dife; — ^that is, his foul, which fhould have been 
the habitation of the Lord, filled with love, charity, 
wifdom, goodnefs, and all that is fpiritual and hea- 
venly, is become a houfe of merchandife. Plea- 
fure, riches, honor, are the objefts of his purfuit ; 
and whatever is likely to obtain thofe objects, ihefe 
are his merchandife, his bufinefs, and employment. 
But let it not be imagined here, that I mean to 
fuggeft, rational pleafures, riches and honors, are 
not to be* enjoyed : for this would be* to pervert all 
order in the natural world, and make it^ a thoufand 
times more difagreeable.'than it is. What I mean, 
is, our loving thefe, making them our chief objedts, 
placing our afFc6tions upon them, in preference to 
what IS fpiritual and hearuenly. When, from a prin- 
ciple of love to man, a defire to be ufeful in life, 
we feek after riches or honors, then we ^6c in divine 
order ; becaufe we love not the things in themfelvesy 
but the ufefulnefs and good that arife from them to 
our feUow-creatures. But when our affeftions 
center in felf and in the worlds we adt not from a 
principle of love and goodnefs i but from a per- 
verted. 
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verted, polluted princijdc— -and thus make the mind 
a houfe of naerchandifc, and, as our Lord fays, a 
den cf thieves. By a den of thieves, is fignified 
whatever robs us of goodnefs, truth, and happinefs; 
and whatever robs God of that affeBioriy bonoVy . 
2sAJervicey which are due to him— fuch as Jelf- 
lovey Jenjual deftreSy love of the worldy pridey cove- 
toufnejsy lufty hatredy envy^^ &c, Thefe are the 
thieves which take pofleffion of the mind, when it is 
made a houfe of merchandife. 

And how evident is it that they rob the man of 
every fpiritual good and happinels. Man was not 
created for this world, but for a better i his capa- 
cious mind cannot be fatisfied, or made happy, with 
the tranfitory bubbles of this fliort life; all the 
riches and honors in the world are not equal to 
one defire of an immortal foul ; and all envy, ha- 
tred, pride, fenfual luft, &c. are of an infernal na- 
ture, every way calculated to make men wretched 
and miferable ; th^y ari the diforders of a de- 
praved mind, and muft be removed, if we would 
enjoy healrfi and pleafure. 

Moreover, where thefe evils dwell, God is rob- 
bed of that affedlion, honor, and fervice, which 
are due to him. 

Firft, as to affeBion. While we love felf, the 
world, and evil, we cannot love the Lord our God, 
inafmuch as thefe loves are oppofite each to other ; 
confequently, his fervice and worlhip are neglefted 
— we honor not his name by doing his wiJl, nor by 

devoting 
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devoting aB the powers and faculues of the mind 
to him, and him alone. All thefe things were fig- 
jiified by the profanation of the temple in Jeru- 
falem. 

Proceed we therefore to confider, in the third 
place. What things are to be taken thence, and 
die reafons why. 

" Take diefe things hence," (faith the Lord) 
" and make not my father's houfe an houfe of 
" mcrchandife/* 

Nq;w, firs, it is plain, from what hath been faid 
above, what thofe things are which muft be remov- 
ed from the mind of man, in order that he may be 
a pure and holyjiemple for the Lord. 

Firft, All Jenjualy worldly ^ and evil love. Man 
was created to love God and his neighbour; and in 
fuch love his real happinefs confifts. The love of 
felf, and of evil, is direftly oppofitc to fuch love; 
tlterefore it mufi be removed. While he is under 
the influence of this afFe6tion,4ie cannot love God 
and heavenly things. Do we not daily fee diat 
men, who are influenced by this love, pay vto re- 
gard to what is divine, or Ipiritu^l ? Are they not 
purfuing every objeft that can gratify their own de-i 
praved will and inclination ? And is it not truly 
faid, that if any man love the world, the love of 
God is not in him ? Does not the man of fenfualit]^, 
of avarice^ and of the world, continually employ 
his time, his thoughts, and all his powers, after 
thefe temporal and periftiing objefts ? And what 

are 
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are the confcquences of thcfe pijrfuits, with this 
depraved love ? Why, envy, hatred, cruelty, injuf- 
tice, unmercifulpefs, and every abominable dilpofi- 
tion and temper { and thus that houfe, or mind, 
which was defigned to be the temple of the Lord, 
the habitation of his l^e, wiidom, truth, goodnefs, 
that fo the man might* 'be truly and folidly happy 
for ever, is "become a den of thieves', a houfe of 
merchandife j the habitation of whatever is evil, in- 
fernal, and deftrudive to peace, happinefs, and 
honor. 

Thefe, then, are the things that are to be taken 
away, that man may be reftored ^ his original ftate 
i— become the pure and holy temple of the Lord 
—and be happy in and with the Lord his God for 
ever. Self-love muft give place to the love of 
ot^s, Itve of the world, to thi?love of God ; love 
of riches, honors, and the like, tQ.the love of ufeful- 
nefs ; pri^ give place to humility ; envy to m^rcy ; 
hatred to afFeftion ; and hell' to heaven. The rea- 
^ns why this change muft tgike place is evident 5. 
for as man was crca^jed a form and iniage of Gpd, 
that he might ei^y him and be happy, whatever 
prevents th^ accomplifhment of this end muft be 
ie'moved. And as the Divide Being is a God of 
love, mercy, gdodnejs, truth, and purity, the mind of 
man muft be brought into fuch a ftate, that he 
may have conjunftion ^ith God. For l^ght can- 
not dwell with darkncfi, evU with good, falfhood 
with: truth, nor imparity with holinefs-j and as 

every 
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every thing that can make man wretched!, miferable, 
and unhappy, arifes from evil j confequently, that 
evil muft be relinquifhed and given up. 

I believe too many fuppofe, that when the Lord 
fo earneftly calls upon, and pofitively commands 
men to forfake their evils, ind do that which is 
goods they fuppofe (I fay) that the Lord does 
this merely from his own wiU, that i^ will have it 
fo, without confidering the abfolute neceffity for it; 
whereas it is all in divine mercy and compaffion 
that the Lord requires this. For it is impoffible 
for God himfelf (in the nature of things) to make 
men happy in ^igff other way. 'That which caufcs 
their ruin and mifery muft be removed, before the 
efFefts cart ceafe. Happiijefs arifes from a con- 
junftion with the Lord, a ' participation of his na- 
ture, a . being the itecipients of his love, ^wifdom, 
purity, and life. Every thing, therefore, wmch 
oppofes or prevents this participation and ieception, 
muft be taken away, that the Lord may enter into 
his own houfe, or temple, the mind, and renew it 
into his own "image and likeijefsj that fo all blef- 
fednefs and felicity may flow in from him, and 
complete the happinefs of his creature,,i»tfw. 

What remains, then, but. for us to conclude bjf 

the application of this fubjeft to ourfelves — 

firft, as a church^— and, fecondly, as individuals. 

Is the church of the-Lord, in a more general 

manner, the Lord's ipufe and temple ?. Hoy^ holy 

and pure ought it then to be. In it there Ihould 

be 
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be no impure, unholy, and polluted menmbcrs ; they 
belong not to the Lord's body, and therefore muft 
• one day be feparated therefrom for ever — the man 
of felf-love, love of the world, and of dominion^ 
muft not abide therein — ^the hypocrite, fenfualift^ 
avaricious — ^the proud, the envious, and unchari- 
table, will all be driven out when the Lord purgeth 
his floor. His temple, or church, muft be pure, 
holy, and heavenly. In this life it is poffible one 
may deceive another ; many may pretend to be the 
Lord's people, when they are not fo : their out- 
ward life may be regular, while internally they are 
under the influence of various evils and lufts. But 
no artifice or difguife can vail the mind from the 
penetrating eye of the Lord ; — he knows sillbear^s^ 
and every one will be received or rejefted, according 
to his real internal flate. 

But, fecQndly, as individuals, let us apply the fub- 
je6t to ourfelves. 

The blefled God of love and mercy hath defign- 
ed us to be holy temples for hinafelf to. dwell in ; 
his will is to communicate to us every bleiflednefe 
and felicity; to make us coijiplete in happinefs, 
glory, and honor for ever; to fatisfy the mofi exten- 
Jive defires of our minds ; to give us the eternal 
enjoyment and pofleflion of his kingdom, with all 
its beadtudes and pleafures, through the endlefs 
ages of eternity. And in order to our enjoying all 
this unfpeakable glory, honor, and peace, what doth 
he require of us ? 'Why no more than to put away 

O ^Yhat- 
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whatever would hinder and prevent that enjoyment ; 
to turn out every thief from our fouk, which would 
lib us of this exquifite delight ; all fclf-love, love 
of the world, love of evil and fallhood, all envy, 
hatred, luft, covetoufnefs, anger, cruelty, unmerci- 
ftilnefi J all thofe infernal demons who are confult- 
ing our ruin, and drawing us down to the gulf of 
mifery, where they themfelves are. 

Is not this, then, a proof of infinite mercy in the 
Lord our God, that he requires nothing of us but 
to put away our own enemies ? diat he may enter 
into his own houfe, the mind, with all his divine 
love and goodnefs, wifdom and truth, and fo enrich 
us with every blefling and happinefs. Can there be 
•Bny thing that we have indulged to hinder this di- 
vine communication, that we will not moft wil- 
lingly part with for the Lord's fake, and for all 
the glories of his heavenly kingdom ? I would 
hope not. 

Then take thefe things hence-— make not your 
Father's houfe a houfe of merchandife, a den of 
riiieves-*^xpel, and call out with indignation, all 
thofe fenilial defires, evil lufts, and pernicious ene- 
mies, which you have unguardedly admitted — and 
return to the Lord, your moft merciful God and 
Saviour, with an upright, humble, and fincere mindi 
faying, ' Other lords have had dominion over us, but 

* now we will give up all our affeftions, and all the 

* powers of our minds to thee. Enter into thine own 

* houfe, and make it a holy temple, in which thou 

« mayeft 
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« tnayeft djveH for ever/ My chriftian friends, I can 
but earneftly call upon you, as well as upon mylel^ 
to give up every love, every evil, and every idol 
that will pollute the heart, and render us unfit for 
the divine prefence, favor, and kingdom. 

We are men and women, born to live with 
Gdd — ^ti^ enjoy the moft fublime delights and plea* 
fures — to live in heaven — ^to become angels — and 
to exift through eternal ages in all the felicity and 
happinefs a God can give. What a pity is it 
• that the little^ empy^ unfatisfying baubles of the 
world, and (in, Ihould engrofs our affeftions, rob 
us of fuch inconceivable glory, and plunge us in 
everlafling difappointment, forrow, and woe! 

How much is it to Be lamented, that while God 
is fo kind, we are lb unmerciful to ourfelves— 
that while he is wooing us to be great, and honor- 
ed, and happy — we are fb felicitous to be poor, 
and mean, and wretched for ever ! — *' Take thefe 
*^ things hence," and make your Father's houfe a 
houfe of love, charity, goodnefs, purity. Then 
will your Father enter, and all heaven with him, 
and you (hall have every affeftion filled, every de- 
fu-e gratified, every wifh compleated, every ex-^ 
peftation accomplifhed, every power^ of the foul 
exalted, and all the mind a glorious heaven of 
love, joy, peace, honor, and felicity ! 

I can do no more than recommend this divine 

conduft to every one of you, wilhing to obferve it 

o 2 myfclf 5 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



196 THE TEMPLE CLEANSED. 

myfclf; that all which is evil, and falfe, and hurt-^ 
ful, may be caft out; all that is good, true, and 
happy, may enter ; and that thus we may all be 
the living temples of the Lord— -holy and glorious 
angels in his kingdom above — ^and with him enjoy 
all that heaven itfclf can give, through a boundlefsy 
joyfuly never-ending eternity. Then will our reward 
be great, our jpys complete, our ftate fecure, our 
blils divine, and heavenly love that blifs increafe 
for ever ! 



SERMON 
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HARSH JUDGMENT CONDEMNED; 

OR, ' , 

CANDOR IN JUDGING OF THOSE WHO DIFFER FROM 
US, RECOMMENDED. 



Mark Ix. 40. 
For he that is npt againft us, is on our part. 



Jrlo W very difficult it is for men to divcft 
themfelves of long received prejudices, efpecially 
if thofe prejudices are of an evil or illiberal kind ! 
The Jews, for many ages, had been accuftomed to 
conceive of themfelves as the peculiar favorites of 
heaven; as 2i'boly nation; as the children of God; 
becaufe of the feed of Abraham. Odier nations 
they looked upon with contempt, would have no 
o 3 dealings 
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dealings with them, and confidcrcd themjelves as 
Juperior to all the reft of mankind, as to birth, 
nation, wifdom, rdigion, and in the eflimate of the 
Divine Being. Such were the fond notions they 
pntertained of themfelves — ^and fuch their contemp- 
tible opinion of others. A principle this, which (in 
my judgment at leaft) is of a mofl- infernal nature 
r— direftly oppofite to the conduft and word of the 
bleffcd God — ^and altogether inconfiftent with the 
charafter of a good man. God is no relpefter of 
perfons— he is good to all — ^his tender mercies are 
over all his works — he loves the whole world. His 
word teaches us univerfal benevolence, good-will, 
and charity i to loye all mankind as we do ourfelves. 
And the truly good nian, the humble pious chriftian, 
entertains no prgudiccs againft his fellow men — he 
fays not to a Jew, to a Gentile, or a Mahometan, 
*5 Stand by^ for I am holier $ban thou /** No, firs, 
the humble mind cultivates no fuch fcntimcnts, 
cherifhes no fuch principles. If he confiders any 
one perfon more mean^ unworthy ^ and impure than 
another, it is himfelf which he views in that light, 
and not his neighbour; and would to God, that 
every one who names the name of the Lord, were 
in this humble ftate — ^this charitable dilpofition! 
What is the reafort we are not? Why, we have 
too much fchf-love — ^we are too blind to our own 
evils — we are forward enough to inlpedt our neigh- 
bour's conduft — -we can, as with an eagle's eye, 
fee his fa\Jlts-«we ^ap find a thoufand filings in . 

him. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COKOfiMNED. 199 

hini» and fulpeft a thoufand more which we carnioi 
find ; but in our own bekvtdjehes we can fee butfew^ 
if any j .thofe few, we have noany ways to apologize^ 
for and excufe. And^ alas 1 /elf-examinatUn is a 
difagreeable work, with much rfluSmce we let about 
itj and generally leave it before it is half done^ 
This is the true reafon why chriftians^ too fre- 
quentlyj think fo highly of theniTelveSj and fo 
meanly of others. Their own evils they care not 
to nodce; their own hearts and lives they like not 
to examine i but che faults of their neighbours are 
nadily /eeui the eye is not much pained at the 
fight — and we generally fee them through a mag- 
nifying mirror J they appear exceedingly large'-^aod 
it is but feldom we wifii to diminijb their dimenfiom. 
But if we deign to take a glance at our own evils, 
it is through an wverUd teUfcope^ which throws 
them at the utmoft diftance, and they zppear/maU 
as . the duft of the balance— diaiinutive as the leaft 
particle of fand. 

Will it be thought a digreflion, if I c^U upon 
you, my fdlow-chriftians, to give this fubje6): its 
due weight ? to confider its prevalence and influ- 
ence ? and examine how far it may apply to your 
own conduft ? I am fuUy convinced this leaven of 
the Jews, found its way into the hearts of chriftians, 
at a very early period; and we have too great rea- 
fon to believe there is fome of it left at this day. 
Sel/-kve is a very dangerous enemy to humility^ 
irae wifd^m, and cbarity-^^yifhilc under the influence 
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oljelf'lffoe^ wc are p'oudj baugbtyy bigb-mindedi wc 
fee not our own imperjfeftions, and if we do, wc 
caU them virtues. True wisdom cannot dwell with 
Jelf-lovcy and what is true wifdom, but to kmw our- 
Jehes arigbt? Where this prevail^ felf-love muft 
die. This fhews Os our true charaftcr; that we 
are in ourfelves mere evil-, that we have nothing 
in us good or true, but what is from the Lord 
alone; and when we have obtained this wifdom, 
we fhall be bumble — our opinion of odiers will be 
founded in charity ; their faulis will be lejfenedy 
their virtues magnified — we IhaU efteem others 
better than ourfelves — and the moft exceptionable 
charafter we fliall find among chriftians, wiH 
be OUR OWN. 

My worthy fiiends, let me entreat you to culti- 
vate Jelf-kn&wkdge — make yourfelves acquainted 
witb your/elves — ^you have an infallible rule to judge 
iy — ^that rule is the truth of God. There we learn 
what man was^ what man ougbt to be, and what 
man is. If we examine our hearts, thoughts, 
afFeftions, dilpofitions, and life, by that unerring 
Tvord, we fh^ foonj very Joon^ know fo much of 
ourfelves, of our true cbaraSer, our realftate^ as to 
cover ourfelves in duft and alhes, blufh at our own 
pifture, and ftand felf condemned for thinkmg 
meanly of, and judging others. 

Moreover, this true wifdom, when obtained, will 
convince us that we comparatively know nothing i 
and therefore it will totally eradicate that narrow 

Jentimenty 
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Jentimenty that contrasted idea^ which the difciplcs of 
our divine Lord difcovered in the verfes connedled 
with our text — " Mafter, we faw one caftirig out 
*' devils IN THY NAME, and he foUoweth not us ; 
*' and we forbad him, becaufe he foUoweth not 
"us." Here was a man doing goody great good^ 
even cafting out devils^ and this he did in the name of 
Jejus Chrift too. But he followed not thefe difci- 
ples — he did not go exaftly with them — he did not 
obferve every punftilio which they thought right 
— mfome circumjlantials he did not altogether agree 
with them. And behold they took upon them to 
forbid him. * You muft not caft out devils — ^you 
' muft not do good — ^you muft not befriend thefe 

* poor miferable wretches, who are poffefled with 

* demons. We command you to forbear.' ^ But 

* why, firs ? What is the reafon I am not to do 

* good ? And why may I not honor my Lord and 

* Saviour by doing good in his name ? How is it 
' that you forbid me ?' They anfwer, ' Becaufe 

* you follow not us. If you do good you muft 

* do it in our way — you muft take us for your 

* guide — WE will lead, and you m\3&, follow.* 

What a bigotted fpirit ! What a miftaken zeal, 
manifcfted in this inftance ! And is it not too much 
the cafe in our day, in this enlightened age ? Every 
diftinft fociety of profeffing chriftians think them- 
felvcs right — let them think fo, till convinced to 
the contrary j but let them not pretend to infallU 
bility^ condemn others, and deem them no chriftians, 

becaufe 
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bccaufe they differ from them in judgment This 
is going too far — ^and Jcfus will reprove them* 
Hear his mild and gracious anfwer to lus miftaken 
difciples — ^^ Forbid them not ; for there is no man: 
<^ which Ihall do a miracle in my name> that can 
*« lighdy fpeak evil of me. For he that is not 
<' againil us is on our part/' As much as though 
our LfOrd had faid, ^ Let thefe men alone; give 

* them leave to judge for themfelves j permit them 

* to ufe their own freedom — it is not yoyr province 

* to judge of their interiors — their motives. If 

* they are doing good in my name, they cannot 

* fpeak lightly of me — they are on the fide of 
' goodneis, charity, and ufefiilnefs. Let them go 

* on— •he that is not againft us, is on our part/ 

This, my chriftian friends, this is the divine 
principle which ought to prevail in every good 
man^s breaft. K^bis prevailed, what would become 
of perfecution for confcience fake ? It would be 
confined to hell, its proper place. Wha( would 
become oijiery ^pofition^ hatred^ variance, and 
enmities ? Why they would be banifhed for ever* 
Where would be all ^zt Jhynefs, diJUke^jealoufy, and 
cQolne/sj which we cannot help lamenting in this 
day ? Why they would difappear, and be known 
no more* O ! how do I long to fee cbriftians 
mifeJ—good men and women in fri^nd/bip, barmof^y 
and peace. United in sentiment, if /^iV(?; but^ 
bomver, in AFFECTION, in CHARITY, in 
LOVE. 

Surely 
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Surely the day is approaching very h&, is near 
at handj when we fhall no more wifh to call down 
fire from heaven, to deftroy thofc who difFer from 
us in judgment; when we fhall no more forbid 
men to do good> becaufe they walk not in every 
Hep with us* The time is at hand, I trull, when 
the light of the heavenly fun (hall he /even-fiU^-^ 
when its divine heat, its atdent hams, Ihall warm 
the chriftian's heart with lin/e intenfe — mtb love that 
fhall burn up and confume all oppofition, hatred, 
and enmity— /w^ that fhall unite heart to hearty man 
to man^ and cordially bid God fpeed, to every one 
who is ujeful^ and who is living a geod life from 
principles of charity and faith. And when this 
love prevails J wifdum will abound. Goodnefs in the 
hearty will lead to truth in the underjianding i in 
proportion as humility, charity, and union arc 
encouraged— the divine influx of wifdom from 
the Lord will defcend into the indellefts— *-the 
cheering rays of truth will illumine every mind — 
beam round us one eternal day — ^the Lord God 
hinifelf give us light~*and we fhall reign for ever 
and ever. I anticipate this glorious time with 
heart-felt rapture ! and have no doubt of its real 
and certain accomplifhment. Heaven and earth 
contribute towards it at this day — die great Jehovah 
is fulfilling his prophefies— the fhades of night begin 
to withdraw — ^and the dawning beams of heaven's 
bright ilin appear. 

And 
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And as it would afford me unfpeakabk happinefs, 
to be an inftrumcnt in the Lx>rd's hands of removing 
one cloud out of the way j I will, therefore, take 
the liberty of laying before you a few leflbns of 
inftruftion, taught us from our textj and which 
wiU, I humbly hope, in fome degree contribute 
towards the admiffion of farther heat and light 
from the divine fun of heaven into our fouls. 

The firfl: leffon taught us by our Divine 
Lord in thefe words, is, that every man fhould 
have liberty to judge for himfcl^ in all matters of 
religion and confcience. What I mean, is, that 
one man ought not to condemn another, becaufe 
he differs from him in his judgment. There are 
many reafons to be given why this difference takes 
place ; and in the prefent ftate of things, it feems 
hardly poffible that it fhould be otherwife. But if 
another differs from me, in my opinion very effenti- 
ally, I and not to condemn him for fo doing. It 
may be, if I had been m his fituation, under the 
like circumftances, expofed to the fame difadvant- 
ages, or liable to the like prejudices, I fhould have 
thought in tht fame manner. And what is dill 
more, it is poffible, that the very doftrines and 
opinions I blame him for efpoufing, may be much 
nearer the truth, than thofe I maintain myfelf. 
Every honefl man, certainly, believes his own 
fyflem true j but that does not prove that // is Jo 
— ^for every boneji man is not an infaUibk man. How 

reafon- 
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reafonable, therefore, is it, that every one fhould 
judge for himfelf. Suppofe we were to feleft out 
of this congregation ten tnen^ each of which differed 
frona the other in religious opinion—which of thefe 
is to lay to the other nine, ' You arc all wrong; 

* you muft believe and judge, as I doj you muft 

* receive my fyftem ; and, if you do not, you are 
'no chriftians — ^you cannot be faved?* Not one 
would have a right fo to fpeak. And why ? Bccaufi? 
not one of them is infallible. Let us, then, fuffer 
every one to judge for himfclf, and rather fay, * He 

* who is not againft the Loitl, is on his fide.' 

If we can convince our brother, by rational 
argument and plain fcripturcj that he is Wroog, let 
us do it by all means j but if we cannot, leave him 
to eiijoy his own fentiments, and to give account 
to his own God. If he be Jincere in his profefQon, 
upright in his judgnient, and in the good oi life, he 
is accepted of the Lord, and will no doubt be happy 
in his kingdom. As, therefore, we ought not by 
any means to condemn another, on account of his 
judgment, but fhould leave every one to think and 
determine for hinrifelf — certainly, then, perfecution of 
any kind muft be wicked and infernal. To injure 
another in his property, deprive him of his liberty^ 
caft him into prifon, and take away his life, are 
degrees of perfecution which I hope will never 
more be known in a chriftian land; but even 
variance^ enmity^ and hatred, rnanifefted towards 
another, on account of his religious fentiments, is 

ailual 
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aSual firJecuticn^^^zxA filic^ely do I wifh that tins 
may never more exift in the world. If we cannot 
approve the doctrines of others^ let us value them 
as men^ love them as chriftians, and bear with them 
in true charity, being con£cious of our own imper- 
fedions and miftakes. But, 

Secondly, We are taught by die paflage, that 
men may very widely xiifFer in doftrine, opinion, 
and judgment; and yet be on the Lx)rd's fide. 
This is evident in the infkance before us. Here 
was a man caiting out devils — this was a ^uat 
work — ^it was a good and charitable te;^i— and it 
was done in the name of the Lord too**-* and, 
neverthekfs, he did not follow Ae difciples. This 
man was on the Lord's part; he was oj^fing the 
kingdom of Satan, doing good to mankind, and 
exalting the name of die Lord. There is but one 
fiom€i one pawer^ by which devils, can be caft out; 
but there may be various ways in which that power 
is mamfeftcd. So it may be that many in our day, 
as minifters and teacl^rs, may be calling out devils, 
in a ipiritual fenie. By their preaching, advice, and 
inftruftion, many may turn from their evil ways, 
give up their iniquities, believe in the Lord, and 
Hve a good life ; and all this may be done in the 
name and by the power of the Lord — ^and yet 
thefe men niay not follow us — may differ widely 
from us. But arc we to forbid them — to hinder 
their doing good ? No, God forbid ! they are on 
the Lord's fide — and where they caft out one devil, 

where 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COND£MN£0. 207 

where they do one good deed, may they do a 
thoufand. Shall we perfecute them, hate them, be 
at variance and enmity with them, becaufe they do 
not think juft as we do— -walk not exaftly in our 
fteps ? No, furely. 

Again, there may be many who arc in the name 
of the Lord, calling out from their own hearts, the 
demons of pride, luft, felf-Iove, fenfuality, hatred, 
. and a thoufand other evils ; defiring to live a good 
life, to obey the laws of Jefus j to be ufeful, holy, 
and happy — and in Jentiment they are far from us. 
Yet thefe are on the Lord's fide. Would it be 
prudent in us to fay to them, ^ You muft firft agree 

* with us in opinion — ^you muft think juft as we do 

* —receive all our dodrines and views, befone you 

* attempt to reform your lives, or relinquifli your 
evils?* We are convinced how imprudent^ and 

improper this would be. Then let us be very cau- 
tious how we judge of men. 

But, thirdly, we are inftrufted by the words, 
accurately to decide whether thofe who difier from 
us are for the Lord, or againft him ; and here arc 
tbret rules to determme by — the firft is, Ai^ cafting 
out devils'^iht (econd is, doing this in the name of 
the Lord — and the third isi, that fuch cannot fpeak 
lightly of Jefus Chrift. 

And, firft. By cafting out devils, I do not mean a 
miracle performed; but what that miracle corre- 
fponded to, and rcprcfcnted— ^nd that is, putting 
away, or cafting out, what is evil in heart and life. . 

Although 
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Although another may diffent from us in opiniorti 
hold doftrincs which we difavow ; yet jf he be 
ftriving againft all evil, fubduing his lufts, his paf- 
fions> his fenfual prbpenfitics ; if he be regulating 
his life by divine laws, and fhunning evils as fins 
againft God, he is on the Lord's fide s he deferves 
our affedlion and efteem— and if we difcover any 
enmity or diflike towards him, becaufe he holds 
Ibmc notions different from our own, we manifeft 
but little of the true chriftian fpirit. The man 
may be in the falfe of do6trine, but he is in the 
good of life ; and, it may be, much higher in the 
heavenly life than ourfelves. Rather xhan fall out 
with him, it would be well for us to caft out the 
demons of bigotry, fuperftition,. and party-fpirit, 
which dwell in our own breafts. . 

But, fecondly. When a man does the above work 
in the name of the Lord, we may aiflure ourfelves 
he is on the Lord's fide. In the name oi the Lord, 
I underftand not only by the power of the Lord, 
but from love to the Lord, faith in him, and a fin- 
cere regard to his holy laws- A man may refrain 
from external evils from various external caufes, 
and from very evil motives ; but if he departs 
from evil, both external and internal, from pure 
love to God, genuine faith in him, and a fincere re- 
gard to divine laws, he docs it from the ^^ ^ wo- 
trues^ the foundeji principles ; he is a good man, a 
real chriftian, and we muft bid him God Ipeed 1 — 
Wherever we fee fuch charadlerS, let us love them 

' ^let 
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— ^let US venerate them — and rather than forbid 
them, let us go and do likewije. 

But, thirdly. The next rule is, that (uch cannot 
Ipeak lightly of Jefiis Chrift. If they do not 
exalt him to highly as we could wifh^ — if Aey 
have not the cleareft ideas of his eternal Divinity 
and 'Godhead — they can but reverence his name— . 
they muft admire and adore him. They cannot 
ipeak lightly of his authority, of his love and 
mercy, of his redemption ; they cannot defpife his 
laws, abufe his goodnefs, or negleft his will j and 
continuing in love, obedience, and faith, their mif- 
takes in judgnnent will 'ere long be removed, and 
the Saviour they love wifl be the God they adore. 

But I mull proceed, in the fourth place, to 
obferve, what ought to tmite all chriftians in bonds 
of love, harmony, and peace. I hope none of 
my hearers will think my ideas too liberal^ my 
judgment too charitable ; I am extremely defirous 
of feeing all pious chriftians of one heart, of one 
mind, and of one Hfe. And although I may not 
live to fee it, yet I am perfuaded it will be fo 'ere 
long; and if I were to die to-morrow, I wifli to 
leave behind me a teftimony that it was the mofi: 
ardent wifli of nrty foul. 

What then ought to unite us in affeftion and 
life as chriftians? Why, firs^ thefe three things 
following — ^love to the Lord Jefus Chrift^ charity 
one to another, and a good life. By loving the 
Lord> I mean, the loving him with all the heart, 

P foul, 
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foul, mind, and ftrength ; a love that engages us to 
depend wholly upon him, truft in him, worfhip him 
in fpirit and in truth, and obey his holy laws confci- 
mtioujly, faithfully^ and with delight. By charity 
one tofenother, I mean, the loving my neighbour y 
my fellow chriftian, as I love myfclf ; rejoicing in 
his welfare, feeking his good, wiftiing him as happy 
as I wifli myfelf, and doing all I can to promote it. 
And by a good life, I mean, an obedience to the 
divine will, from faith and love; difcharging the 
duties of religious, moral, and civil life, as a man, 
a chriftian, a follower of the Lord. Whoever, 
therefore, pofleffeth this love, charity, and goodnefs, 
that perfon I acknowledge as my fellow-chriftian — 
my brother in the Lord. He is the favorite of 
heaven, an heir of glory, and he will foon ftand a 
bright and happy angd in the kingdom of his God. 

Here, then, is a folid foundation for harmony, 
union, and, love. Are we fuch chriftians ? Doth 
our confcience bear witneis ? If lb, muft we not be 
united in affeftion ? Muft we not love one another ? 

My good friends, I believe while I am difcourfing 
upon this divine fubjeft, you are ready to graip 
each other in the arms of chriftian aSe£tion and 
love. You know it is morally impoflible for you 
all to think exaftly alike, to fpeak alike, or aft 
alike > but you can all love the Lord, you can all 
love iffach other, and you can all live a good life — 
and this is heaven. This makes you of one family, 
conftitutcs you fons and daughters of God, entides 

you 
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you to the kingdom of glory ! You are in the high 
road to it — the gates are juft before you — ^and there 
you are to live together in love, harmony , and peace^ 
for ever. Surely, then, you are ready to fay, in the 
words of our text, *' He who is not againft the 
" Lord is on our part." You can take your fellow- 
chriftian by the hand— the divine fire of heavenly 
love and charity kindles in your hearts — afid as 
chriftians you feel fuch an union of Jouls, as neither 
time nor death can obliterate. Such a diving 
unioHi fuch a heavenly love, as Ihall endear you to 
each other in glory— as fliall ripen in eternity — and 
fiourijh for ever there. 

TranTportihg thought ! . How great that blifs muft prbve^ 
Where hearts are one, and every heart is love j 
Where parties, names, divifions, ever ceafe^ 
And all in union, harmony, and peace. 
Where difcord, envy, variance^ never rifej 
To break our peace, or interrupt our joySi 
Where angelfi^ heaven, and all its hofts confpire. 
To fan the flame of love — that holy fire.—* 
. Whercj in one word, our life, our heav*n (hall prove 
One everlafting fcene of peace and love I 
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Matt. i. 23. 

Aod they fliail call his sane EmmaiMie], wiuch» bekig intttpitted, is, 

God with us* 



1 T has been thought good, by the rdcrs 
of this land, to appoint and fct apart a time for the 
commemoration of that infinitely glorious and mer- 
cifiil event, tjie nativity of our divine Lord and Sa^ 
viour Jefus Chrifi. The appointment, no doubt, 
was with a good and laudable defign, that chriftians 
in general might unite in zfober^ holy, thankful^ and 
joyful remembrance of their Saviour's natal day — 
publicly celebrate his praife — and offer the facrificc 
of a grateful heart to his adorable name. 

In 
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JESUS CHRIST THE T&UE GOD. aij 

In the chapter before us the evangelift is giving 
us a brief acQount of the Lord's birth, as revealed 
to Jofeph by ao angel. Re tells us, " All this was 
'^ doae that it might be fulfilled which wa^ fpoken 
*< of the Lord by the prophet, faying. Behold a 
*' virgin fhall conceive, and iball bring forth a fon, 
'^ and they (hall call his oaxne Eninnanuel, which, 
*^ being interpreted, is, Go4 w/A us.** The pro- 
phet to which Matthew alludes is Ifaiah, and the 
words are in the 14th verfeof his feventh chapter. 
It appears to me that upon. reading thefe words on 
the occafion, the following inquiries will naturally 
take place. 

Firfi^ Who is this Emmanuel ? 

Se^ndly^ With what motive and defipi did he 

come? 
Thirdly^ I^bat did be do to accomplijb that dejign? 
Fourthly^ In what way may we receive the ad^ 

vantage of it ? 
Jind^ laftlyy JVhat Juitahle returns can we make to 

him, and in what manner ? 

For our prefent mutual edification we will make 
a few rema^rks upon each of thefe enquiries. And, 

Firft, Who is this Emmanuel ? 

That the Lord Jefus Chrift came into this world, 
appeared as an infant, and is the Saviour of men^ 
all chriftians univcrfally are agreed ins but who 
the Lord Jefus is, with his true charaSer, chrif- 

p 3 tians 
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*tians are not agreed in. By fome he is believed 
to be a good many and a great propbety but nothing 
more \ by others he is fuppofed to partake of the 
divine nature^ and is a God. Numberlefs, indeed, 
are the opinions of men concerning the Lord — 
i/ee cannot now enter into particulars — it is fufficient 
to fay, ^zajtme wholly deny his divinity ^ that most 
acknowledge his divinity, own he is God, fay he is the 
fecond perfbn in the trinity, equal with the Father 
though not the Father j yet, in fomc way or other, 
is fuppofed to be one with the Father, by a kind 
of union, which it is not eafy to explain. To tvir 
tcr far into this controverfy, is not my prcfent de- 
lign. I will only obfcrve, that as to thofe who de- 
ny the divinity of the Lord, and declare him to be 
only a man^ revelation is exprefsly againft them. 
His names, charader, attributes, work, and words, 
with the uniform teftimony of prophets and apoftles,, 
all pofidvely declare him to be God. And as to 
fuch as acknowledge his divinity. Iky that he is 
God, the fecond perfon in the trinity, but not the 
Father, the Holy Spirit, and the only God; reafon 
and revelation appear to be exprefsly aeainft their 
vie:ivs alfo. 

As we have frequently endeavored to prove that 
the Lord Jefus Ghrift is the only God of heaven 
and earthy it will be the lefs needful for me to en- 
large upon that fubje6t now ; neverthelefs, as all our 
other do6lrines and fentiments, of a religious kind, 
take their quality from the notions we form of the 

Divine 
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Divine Being, and are either true or falfe, accord- 
ing to thofe notions ; it certainly is of the utmoft 
importance that we have juft and fcriptural con- 
ceptions of the Divine Being. 

Our text informs us, that the Lord Jefus is 
Emmanuel, or God with us ; and the apoftle fays, 
'« God was manifefted in the flesh — that in him 
^< dwells all the fulnels of the Godhead bodily — and 
«« that he is the true God and eternal life." Now 
if the Lord Jefus Chrift be God with us, God 
manifeft in the flclhj then he either is the only 
Gody or there was another God which was not ma- 
nifeft in the flefli — fo that there is one manifefted 
God, and another unmanifefted God; confequendy, 
there muft be two diftindt Gods. ^But both reafon 
and fcripture tell us this cannot be. 

Again, if the fulnefs of the Godhead dwells 
bodily in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and he be the true 
God and eternal life j then no part of Godhead can 
dwell clfewherc, nor any other being be the true 
God. And if he be eternal life^ he muft be the 
only life, and confequendy the only God. The great 
and grand truth which will obviate all thefe difficul- 
ties, is, that the Lord Jefus Chrift is, as to his hu- 
manity, the Son — ^as to his divinity, the Father — 
and as to his divine operation, the Holy Spirit — 
the one eternal Jehovah, the only living and true 
God in one divine perf on ; he being in his own divine 
effence invifible /p, and unapproachable by^ his crea- 
tures, hath cloathed himfelf with a divine humanity, 
p 4 and 
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and is property eikI truly God and man in one 
perfoo. All the names> titles^ atcributes, qualities^ 
and perfedtions^ that |>elong to the one eternal 
God, are applied to him, He is the Creator, Sa- 
viour, Redeemer, Kmg of Kings, Alpha and 
Omega, Almighty, the true God and eternal Life, 
I Am, Jehovah, the only living and true God, to 
whom alone be worfhip, adoration, and praife for 
even He is then (according to our t«t) our Em-» 
numuelj God with us $ God revealed in the fleih ; 
God made known to men ; the foundation, center, 
and fource of all our falvation, happinefs, and peace. 
While, then, we oclcbrate the natal day of our 
Lord, let us be careful that our gratiti^e and thank-? 
fulnefs be acceptable to him, by acknowledging 
)iim to be the only living and true God in his dir 
yine humanity. 

Let us now, in the fecond place, confider with 
what motive and defign the Lord came. 

On this fubjefl: we need not greatly enlarge. We 
all know (fpeaking after the manner of men) that 
the true motive^ the moving cauje of our Lord's com- 
ing into the world, was mercv. . God is Ime it/elf^ 
and confequendy all his creatures are objefts of 
his love J in love they were created, in love they 
are preferved, and in love they are provided for 
and bleflcd with every good. But notwithftand- 
ing the Lord loves his creatures, his rational ofF- 
fpring (of which we are now fpeaking) yet it is 
well known that they have fallen from him ; that 

they 
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they are fiank into evil md con/equent ruin. Thi$ 
they have done by averting themfelves froai the 
Lord, giving into an impure propriety, becoming 
fcnfual, earthly, and wicked i in thi3 ftate they 
muft,"*as to their own power, unavoidably remain. 
Having made evil and falfliood their life, in that 
life muft they continue, bearing all the efFefts of it 
both here and hereafter. Now in this (late they 
were not greater objeSs of liyue than before^ we muft 
all knowj but they were greater objeSis of pity^ 
mercy y ^nd comfuffion : riiat is to fay, pity or mercy 
from the Lord their Creator, became eflcntially 
neceflary to their deliverance, redemption, and fal- 
vation — and this mercy is manifefted unto them by 
the Lord, inafmuch as the Lord is love itfclf ; 
therefore it pleafed hrm, from this divine motive, 
to come into the world for their falvation* Hence 
it is laid by Ifaiah, Ixiii. 9, ^' In his love, and in 
^' his pity, he redeemed them/* 

Indeed ow reafon, as well as revelation, muft 
convince us, that our redemption and deliverance 
muft flow from the Lord's divizie mercy alone ; 
and we fhall do well to remember that his tender 
mercies are over all his works-^that his pity ex- 
tended to all his fallen children. Let us not ima^ 
gine that our God of love and goodnefs can ihew 
mercy and compailion to (me^ and wiitbhokl them 
from another y in the fame fallen ftate, and equally 
j^andiiHg in need of it. No, this is what can never 
be the condu6t of a God of love y nay, it could 

not 
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not be the conduft of a kind parent^ (b fallen as 
the world is. Where could you poffibly find a 
man, or a woman, who were wordiy die name of 
parent, that on condition all their children had 
proved unruly or difbbedient, and in confequence 
thereof were in prifon, and cpndemncd to a moit 
tormenting death, and thefc parents had it in their 
power to offer deliverance, not to one only, but to 
all of them ; where, I fay, is the parent who would 
not fly to their relief, and freely fave them all from 
fo fevere a puniflimcnt ? And if man, poor erring 
fallen man would be thus kind— if he would fhcw 
fuch mercy — how much more the moft merciful 
and companionate God of love and goodnefs ? — 
Yes, in his love, and in his pity, he came to re- 
deem, and make falvation poffible to all mankind. 
His motive was mercy — and his dejign to Jave. And 
I am confident, the more we examine into the 
character, attributes, and perfections of the Lord^ 
the more fully fliall we be convinced that he is a God 
of boundlefs love, infinite mercy, and univerfal phi^ 
lanthrophy, or good-will. But as I hope I have 
not any before me but will acknowledge, and do 
cordially believe in the love and mercy of the Lord 
to all mankind, and who are convinced that his 
modve in coming was mercy^ and his defign to 
Jofoe ; we will proceed. 

Thirdly^ To notice what the Lord aftually did 
to accomplifh that defign, when he appeared 
in our nature. 

As 
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As this iubje£t is of vaft importance, I ihall take 
the liberty of being a little more particular upon 
it than upon the former. 

And, firft. To obviate fome tniftakes upon this 
head, I will juft notice what the Lord did not do. 

And, firft. He did not come to reconcile the Father 
to mankind: to fuppofehe did, is, firft, unjcriptural ^ 
and, fecondly, irratimah The word of God no 
where declares, that there ever was a time in which 
God was NOT reconciled to men j but the apoftle 
declares, that '* God was in Chrift, reconciling the 
*' world to him/elf'" not him/elf to the world. The 
fuppofition is alfo irrational — ^for Jefus Chrift could 
not come to reconcile the Father to men i becaufe 
he himfelf is the Father as to his divinity. Hence 
it is that the apoftle fays, " God was in Chrift,* 
that is, the divinity in the humanity ; or, as in our 
text, " God with usi" or God manifeft in the 
flefli. The Lord being the only true God, there 
could not be another God to reconcile i fecondly, 
neither did the Lord come to appeafe divine wrath 
— for there was no divine wrath to appeafe. God 
is love and not wrath ; and although wrath, in the 
letter pf the word, is frequcndy predicated of the 
Divine Being ; this is only in appearance, and not 
really fo. For wrath muft argue imperfeSlion, which 
is incompatible with the Divine Being. But it is 
the divine love of- the Lord which appears as wrath 
to a wicked and ungodly man; becaufe the ftate 
of his mind is fuch, that the divine Ipbere of hea- 
venly 
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venly love would be to Um as a coofuming fire^— 
therefore to him it appears as wrath* But as to zny 
afhial wrath exifting in God, it is impoflible, bong 
direfUy contrary to his nature and perfedtions; 
therefore it cannot be appeafigd. 

Thirdly, Neither did the Lord come to fuffer 
the punifhment due to finners, and th^s atone divine 
juftice; for fuch a puni/hmetU w^ impoJfibU^ and 
fuch an attmement unnecejfary. Punilhment arifes 
from cm/cious guilt, is infeparably attendant upon 
evil, and can only belong to the finner himfelf. But 
the Lord had no confcious guilt — did not do any 
evil — ^he was not a (inner; confequently, the 
punifhment due to fin he could not a£kually bear : 
and as to an attnument of divine jultice, it was tui- 
neceflary. Redemption does not confift in making, 
an atonement, by another, to juftice ; but in ex- 
tending mercy to a fallen miferable finner; — ^in 
reftoring him from that &llejQ ftate unto a life of 
goodnels, truth, and happinefs. For if a thoufand 
atonements were made by another for our fins, we 
ihould (till be as miferable as ever, until delivered 
from fin itfelf by r^neration and newne(s of life. 
Befide, the dodbrine of atonement, fetisfeftion, and 
vicarbus facrifice, all depend upon the idea of 
more Gods than one ; bccaufe it is afferted> that 
facrifice and atonement was an adequate punifli- 
ment for the fins of thofe for whom the Lord died^ 
inafunuch as it was an infinite aw, and it was an 
iafinke one, they fay, becaufe it was the facrifice of 

a God: 
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a God : confequently, according to this notion one 
God raadc atonen^cnt to another — ^and therefore 
there are more Gods than one. But as this cannot 
be— as God is one, and the Lord Jefus Chrift 
himielf is that God> he could not come into the 
world for any of the above named purpofes. What 
then did the Lord adually come for^ and do^ when 
he affumed our nature ? Why he came to fubdue 
the powers of hell, redeem mankind, make falvation 
poflible to all, to glorify his humanity, and be a 
Redeemer and Saviour to all eternity. By fubdu- 
ing the powers of hell, more is included than per- 
haps would be received by fome, were I to lay it 
before them j however, that evil Ipirits are attendant 
upon man— that they tempt, or influence, to what- 
ever is evil and vile — that they feek to deftroy our 
ibuls— ^nd that, while in fcvil, we are led. captive by 
them — are acknowledged by the chriftian church in 
general. And that their fubjugation, or our deli- 
verance from them, is of the Lord, all will, I 
prcfume, allow. And that the Lord did fubdue 
them, you may fee in the 59th and 63 d chapters of 
liaiah, with many other pkces. 

But time will not allow of enlargement upon 
thefe fubjeds. That the Lord came to redeem 
mankind is fo obvious, from a thoufand places in 
the word, that the truth of it cannot be doubted ; 
and that he made ialvation poflible to all men, is 
equally as plain from the word. Thefe are fubje6bs 
which have been frequently difcuflfed, and which, I 

hope, 
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hope, will often engage our attention ; but it is not 
my defign to dwell upon them now, as each one 
would require a whole difcourfe : let it fuffice to 
lay, that to be delivered from the power and influ- 
ence of infernals — to be redeemed from all iniquity 
in heart and life — ^to be refliored to hearenly love, 
goodnefs, truth, and purity — and thus to be made 
happy in heaven for ever — was the grand and 
merciful defign of our Lord God and Saviour, in 
coming into the world. And that he may thus be 
a Redeemer and Saviour to all eternity, he glorified 
his humanity by making it divine, and thereby can 
keep the powers of hell in eternal fubje6tion. He 
is, dierefore, continually redeeming and faving all 
thofe who believe on him, and defire to be faved 
by him. 

Which leads me, fourthly, jufl: to notice the way 
by which we may obtain this ialvation and 
happincfs. 

As I am addrefllng myfelf to a chrifldan audience, 
it is not neceflary to fay a great deal on this head. 
We have the bible in our hands, and the direftions 
are there laid down in fo clear a manner, that we 
cannot well miftake, if guided by that alone. 
However, it may be proper to obferve, that the 
way to obtain this falvation and happinefe, is, to do 
what the Lord commands us— to receive what the 
Lord gives — ^and to be what he would" have us. 
Let us remember we are men, ratiohal men, men 
of liberty and freedom j or we could not be men 

at 
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at all if we had not this rationality, freedom, and 
liberty : therefore we are to rejift evil, repent of it^ 
and put it away. This we may do, we can do it, 
becaufe we have the power from the Lord, as 
men fo to do ; we can turn our minds from what 
is evil to what is good, from what is falfe to what 
is true:— It is this turning of the mind, and forfak- 
ing evil, which the Lord requires in fo many parts 
of his holy word— ^nd in proportion as we turn 
away from and forfake what is evil and falfe, in the 
like proportion are our minds open to the reception 
of the divine influence from the Lord. By thus 
fliunning all evils, as fins againft the Lord, believing' 
on him, and defiring his falvation ; our minds are 
open to the influx of his love and wifdom, goodnefe 
and truth — by the power ^of which our internal man 
is regenerated, and we become fuch as the Lord 
defires us to be j that is, men of love, charity, 
truth, and goodnefs. As we increafe herein, our 
regeneration is efliefted — our falvation compleated 
— ^and our true happinefs advanced. In fhort, let 
us ever confider what the Lord, as our Redeemer 
and Saviour, has done, and is doing for us j and 
what we, as men of freedom and rationality, arc to 
do, as co-operating with the Lord; at the fame 
timic recoUefting, that all our freedom, power, and 
rationality, are from him alone — and, therefore, that 
all our redemption, falvation, and happinefs, are of 
the Lord, and of him only. 

Let 
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Let US nowj in the laft place> confider what 
fuitable returns we can make to the Lord^ at this 
ieafoHj in commemoration of his nativity, and in 
what manner we are to make therfi. 

Great, indeed, is the event; yea, the greateil 
ever known — ^when the Almighty Jehovah, who is 
the Lord of all creation, became a babe, appeared 
on earth as man, to favc a finking world from fin, 
from endlefs ruin and death, and to raife our race to 
heaven, and everlafting happinefs. What returns 
can we make but thofe of gratitude, of love,, of 
joy and thankfulnefi, of praife and adoration ! 

Our lacrifices ought to rife to him warm fi^om 
the heart s and, if poffible, be as pure as thofe 
which the angels in heaven olBFer to his adorable 
name, whUe we are celebrating the illuflrious day 
in which the Lord Jefus was born. But let us not 
imagine that profane mirth, the low eiFufions of a 
fenfual mind, the noify clamors of intemperance, 
or the difcordant fongs of inebriate fouls, will be 
pleafing to the ear of the Saviour, or find his ap- 
probation. No, firs, no ; our joy, our gratitude, 
and praife, muft flow from pure love, from \ovt to 
him who is our God, our Saviour, and our befl of 
fi-iends. This love is pure, it elevates the foul fer 
above all fenfual and fordid joy j it raifes it to gra- 
titude and praife of the pureft and moft heavenly 
kind — but it does not -debar us any good of life, or 
rational amufement. The focial meeting, the 

liberal 
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liberal board, cheerful convcrfation, or the friendly 
treat, when guided by prudence, and ruled by 
virtue, ara all free for man. Then, if we would 
celebrate the natal day of our Redeemer and our 
God, in the manner he approves, let our gratitude, 
oifr praife, and joy, arife to him from hearts infpircd 
with love, full of charity, truth, and goodnefs ; and 
with a life which accords with thofe divine laws he 
came to teach us. Then, while we praife his name, 
and worfhip him . alone in heart and life, all his 
redemption and falvation will be our own. 

As years roll round, and bring to our remem- 
brance his natal day, we (hall, with increafing joy 
and pleafure, celebrate his love and mercy. But 
this is not all, his fecond advent now opens to our 
view — he is come again to blefs a finking world — » 
to reveal his glory to the fons of men — and to teach 
us that he is God alone in his divine humanity. . 

His fecond advent with his firft we'll fingj 
And hail Jehovah welcome as our King ! 
His glories beam with bright effulgence round's— » 
Ten thoufand heavenly bleffings now abound. 
All chriftians foon ihall know he's come again, 
With hearts enriptur'd, triumph in his reign : 
One general chorus from mankind (hall rife, 
Join widi the noble concert of the flcles ; 
Angels and men in one loud anthem iing, 
Jefus alone is Saviour, God, and Kjng ! 

O SERMON 
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SERMON XVI. 



THE GOOD MAN'S RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

AND 

FUTURE EXPECTATIONS. 



Psalm xvii. X5« 

As for me, I will behold thy face In righteoufners : t Ihall be fatisfkd, 
when I awake, with thy likenefs. 



X H I S pfalm, in its frfi and bigbeji fcnfe, 
re(pe6b the Lord Jelus Chrift ; it is defcriptive of 
that oppofition and hatred he met with by men, 
when in this worlds as well as by infernabs and 
alfo his viftory over them all. But it likcwife 
applies to the good man j his oppofitions, tempta- 
rions, and deliverance. It is a prayer of divine 
faith and confidence, offered up to the Lord for 
proteftion, defence, and falvation. And the words 

may 
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may be adopted with great propriety, by all thofe 
who put their tnjft in the Lord, love his name, and 
walk in his commandments. Such as can fay, as in 
the words of our text, " I will behold thy face in 
^^ righteoufnefs : I fliall be fatisfied, when I awake, 
'' with thy likenefs." 

In fpeaking from thefe words, we will, 
Firjij Confider the good marCs refolution — " / will 
" behold thy face in righteoufnefs'' And^ 

Secondly^ His expeSlation of, and confidence xn, 
future bappinefs : — " / fhall be fatisfied^ when I 
** awake, with thy likenefsJ' 

Lajilyy Apply the fuijeSts to our own minds. 

And firft, As to the refolution declared. 

It will be neceflary here to confider, what is to 
be underftood by the face of the Lord — what by 
BEHOLDING it — ^and what by beholding it in 

RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

By the face of the Lord, is generally meant, in 
the word> mercy, peace, and every good; as may 
appear from a number of paffages. See Num. vi* 
25, 26, « Jehovah make his face to fhine upon 
*' thee, and be merciful unto thee ; Jehovah lift up 
*^ his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace;'* 
andPfalm Ixvii. i, *^ GWd be merciful unto us, and 
'* blcfs us, and caufe his face to fliine upon us." 
Ifa. lix. 2, " Your iniquities have feparated 
" between you and your God, and your fins have 
0^ 2 " hid 
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" hid his face from you :*' that is, his mercy ^ good- 
nefsy &c. arc hid from you by your iniquities. So 
it is faid. Matt. xxvi. 67, that the Jews fpit in the 
fece of Jcfus Chrift; which* fignifies that they 
refufed, abufed, and defpifed his merqr and good- 
nefs. But perhaps you will reply, " Is it not faid 
" in Rev. vi. 16, that the wicked called to the 
" mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide 
** them from the face of him that fat on the 
" throue, and from the wrath of the Lamb. Can 
*' this mean the mercy, love, and goodnefs of 
** Jehovah ?" Moft afluredly it does ; and nothing 
elfe. The divine Iphere of heavenly love and 
goodneis, which beams from the eternal Jehovah 
in his glorified humanity, is what appears to infer- 
nab as wrath i becauie it is dire£Uy oppofite and 
contrary to their infernal love and life. Nor could 
the wicked live in the heat of that divine love, ojr 
hear its influence — hence, whenever they approach 
that divine fpdere, they feel torment and pain, and 
are ready to fly any where to be free from its influ- 
ence. The Lord our God is love, mercy, and 
goodneis, ejfentially and eternally fo j and by his face 
nothing lefs is meant. By beholding the face of 
the Lord, is fignified to look up to the Lord, believe on 
himy iruft in him. So the Lord fays, " Look unto 
*' me, and be ye faved, all the ends of the earth." 
To beholdy or look to the Lord, is predicated of the 
UNDERSTANDING ; and implies a knowledge of him, 
of his character y attributes y and nature. To behold 

him 
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liim revealed in his holy word, as our Gody Redeemer y 
Lordy teacher \ to look up to him for falvationy 
p-oteSiiofty inftruSiony and every good; to depend 
upon hinn wholly and constantly, for all we 
want. All this, and much more, is implied in 
beholding the face of the Lord. 

But, thirdly, " I will behold thy face in righte- 

'* OUSNESS." 

This phrafe includes in it much more than moft 
who read it, imagine. Thofe who fuppofe they 
can find the righteoufnefs of the Lord Jefus in 
every place where this word is found, will fay that 
what is meant here is, that the real chriJHan will 
only look to the Lord, or can only expedl: to behold 
his face, in the righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift imputed 
to him. But no fuch thing is here intended, as the 
imputation of Chrift's righteoufnefs is altogether 
impoffible, it being the righteoufiiefs of God 
himfelf, and wholly divine, as we have before 
obferved and proved. By righteoufiicfi, in this 
text, is meant nothing lefs than a good and heavenly 
life, from love and faith. And it may be iUuftrated 
thus : * As for me, whatever others do, I will 

* behold thy face ; I will look up to thee by faith ; 

* and I will continually fo do, in righteoufnefs : that 

* is, while I believe on thee, and truft in thee, I 
' will, from love to thy name, walk in thy. com- 
^ mandments ; live a good and heavenly life — I 

* will depart from all known evil, and do that which 

* is good and right, according to thy word/ 

0.3 All 
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AD this IS implied in the word3. For were a 
man to behold the Lord's face every day, it would 
avail bim nobbing, without a principle of love and 
charity, manifeftcd in the life and conduft. It is 
well to believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift as our 
God and Saviour-r— to truft in him— depend upon 
his mercy and goodnefs for every bleffing — exped 
falvation and happinefs from him aloqe, of his free 
grace and mercy ; but, at the fame time, aiU this 
dependance and faith will be of no ufe, unlefs a 
good lifej a life of love and holinefsj be QCM:»ie£ted 
with it. 

I will look up to thee, or behold thy fece in 
righteoufnels — while I am expefting the conftant 
influence of thy love and wifdom, I will improve 
what I have already received, to thy glory and my 
own good, by departing from evil, and doing that 
which is right. This^ ought to be the determination 
of all who profefs £iith in the Lord^ and who exped 
to awake in his likenefs. But I may obferve to 
you, that no one beholds the face of the Lord any 
farther than as he is in goodnefs and truth ; for to 
behold the face of the Lord, is to turn the mind to 
him — to give up the underftanding and will to the 
Lord— rfo that every man really beholds the face of 
the Lord fo far, and no farther, than as he is in 
the love of goodnefs and truth. 

Let us, then, take care we do not deceive our- 
lelves. While we ilippofe we believe in the Lord, 
|et us be affured that we love him 5 while we depend 

upon 
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upon him, and truft in him, may we be confcious 
that we depart from evil and obey him. To behold 
the face of the Lord, is to know his fnercy, govdnefs, 
and truth; and to love them. For then the 
whole «i«f^, the w/tf and underftandingy are turned 
to, and fixed upon the Lord. We have him, as 
David fays, before our eyes; we know he fees us, 
and we ipiritually behold him ; we will not there- 
fore, do any thing that would ofFend him-^— his will 
is our delight — ^wc choofe to walk before him in 
truth and right eoufnefs. 

I cannot telJ, my chriftian friends, what influcrice 
you feel from thefe thoughts ; but to me they are 
moft pleqfing and animating. To behold the face 
of the Lord, to fee his mercy y lovsy goodnefs, and 
truthy before our eyek daily j to delight in this view 
of Jehovah; and to be affimilated into his ima^e, 
while we behold himj to be transformed into love 
and goodnefs, while we behold him who is the 
cffence thereof; and thus to haye conjunftion with 
the Lord, is to me little lefs than heaven itfelf. 
How much is this view of the Lord aBove and 
Juperior, to that poor, deady inaSlive faith y of which 
fo many boaft in our day ! a faith that forms no 
conjundtion with heaven— brings no divine bleffings 
down — nor raifes the foul thither. Be careful, 
then, to behold the face of Jehovah in righteoufnejs. 
Let love purify thy heart, truth thy underftanding, 
and BOTH thy internal and external life ; that fo you 
may have conjunftion with the Lord your God, 

and 



A - ^ Digitized by Google 



93^ THE GOOD man's 

and be happy. Men mscy t;alk of kith as much 
and as long as they pleaie^ but I am well affured^ 
that faith is not faith until it be grounded in lovCj 
and determined to righteouiQieis^ or obedience to 
the divine will, and holy laws of God our 
Saviour. 'Till this is the cafe> we behold not the 
face of the Lord -, we are in obfcurity and dark- 
nefsi ow rdigionis^^n ignis faiiius; and wiU end 
in difappointment and deffair. But if you behold the 
face of Jehovah, the mercyy goodnefs, and truth of 
the Lx)rd — and that view caufes you to love bim^ 
CQfifidein i&i»,.and cheerfully ohey his willi then, you 
walk in the li'ghty your rehgbn is genuine^ a divin£ 
REALITY-— and thus living, there is nothing /^tf gf^^^^j 
too goody or tgo heavenly for ypu to expeft from that 
God of love and truth, whofe children and difciplcs 
you are. 

I will, therefore, leave this fubjcft by earneftly 

recommending to each of you fucb a faith, and 

fuch a life. Say, every one of you, in the words 

of our text, ' I will behold thy fece in righteouf- 

* nefi : I will believe on thee: — I will put my confi- 

* dence in thy love and mercy ; but it Ihall be in the 

* way of righteoufnefs ; in all holinefs and purity of 

* heart and life/ Then you will continue to behold 
more of the Lord's love and truth -, his goodnefs 
>yill pais before you, and you will rejoice Jn the 
God of your falvation. If there are any men upon 
earth who can fay they behold the facepf Jehovahj^ 
I am fqre fhgfe who are the living members of the 

Lord's 
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Lord's new church may fay fo j inafmuch as his 
goodnefsytrutby and love are now manifcfted in a degree 
fer beyond what ages paft have known ; the internal 
fpiritual fenfe of his holy word being revealed and 
opened — in and by which the Lord is feen and 
known in the light of heaven. And, I truft, every 
one thus favored will fay, in the language of our 
text, ' I will behold thy face in righteoufnefs : I 
^ will manifcft my gratitude and love to thee, my 

* God and Saviour, for thefe fuperior mercies, by 

* departing from all known evil in heart and life — 

* by loving my neighbour as mjrfelf, and by walking 
^ in all thy ordinances and commandments with an 
^ upright and fincere mind/ To you, my brethren, 
it belongs fo to live; and if you are the true Jub- 

je£ts. of the Lord's kingdom, Jucb^ I know, your 
life will be J and fuch a life, from fuch principles, 
will foon bring you to heaven, and make you an- 
gels there. 

We proceed, in the fecond place, to confider the 
good man's expeilation of, and confidence in, 
future happinefs, fignified by thefe words — " I 
" Ihall be iatisfied, when I awajce, in thy 
« likenefs." 
To awake, has various fignifications in the holy 
word, according to the fubjeft with which it is 
connefted. Sometimes it fignifies, to arife from 
unbelief and evil — " Awake to righteoufnefs, and 
^* fin not." At other times it fignifies, to be en- 
lightened and informed— hvXy in our text, it fignifies 

RESUR- 
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RESURRECTION. Death Is frequently called a sleep, 
as you well know ; and, therefore, to arife from 
death, is to awake. But why is death called a 
fleep? .Not, as fonfie innagine, becaufe the foul 
fleeps with the body in the duft of the earth, 'till 
the refurreftion of the body, hundreds or thou- 
fands of years to come. No, firs, the foul knows 
nothing of fuch a fleep as this — nor the body of 
any fuch refurreSion ; — but thefe fubjefts I an> not 
going to difcufs now. To awake is to arife, or it is 
the refufcitation of the foul from the body at death. 
The body returns to the duft, and the fpirit to God 
who gave it. Death, to the good man, is only a 
continuation of life. His body dies— he puts ofF 
his flefh and blood — from this his foul, orfpiritual 
body, is raifed by the divine power of Jehovah — 
the man, the true fubftantial living man, appears in 
the fpiritual world, a ipiritual being, an immortal 
fpirit, to die no more — thus he awakes to life, to 
fpiritual, heavenly, eternal life (if a good man). — 
Why (hould the real chriftian have fuch gloon^ 
and dreadful ideas about death? Why, becaufe 
men (not the word) have reprefented death in fuch 
a ftrange, melanchoUy, and unfcriptural manner ; as 
though, when we die, we are either to flocp in the 
duft, fly in the air, or be no more real and living 
men till the refurreftion of the body, thoufands of 
years to come. 

Thefe falfe ideas caft an awful, impenetrable 
gloom, upon a dying hour. But, firs, they are 

fal/e 
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fdje ideas, unfcriptural ones ; and, therefore, let us 
banifh them from the mind. Death (except, in- 
deed, i\it Jhort pain of dying, and our attachments to 
kindred and friends) is, to a good man, the moft 
deftrable event. It is awaking from fleep, arijing 
to life and immortality — cleaving this world for one 
infinitely better — ^and appearing in. the fpiritual eter- 
nal world a real, proper, fubftantial, and Ipiritual 
man, capable of enjoying the Lord, and all the 
beatitudes of heaven, through all eternity ? — Who, 
then, would be afraid to die ?— What good man 
can be alarmed and terrified at the thought of death ? 
—Who would be afraid to exchange bondage for 
liberty — d, prifon for a palace — a fhprt life of un- 
certainty and trouble, for an eternal life of peace, 
honor,, and felicity ? 

Let us, then, entertain different views, of death. 
We lofe nothing by it but what is difagreeable — ^we 
gain every thing by it that is agreeable, pleqfing, and 
happy. In fine, it is no more than pafling out of 
this world into the next— out of a natural world, 
into a fpiritual and eternal one. We fliall be fatis- 
fied, when we awake, in his likenefs. To awake, 
then, is to rife from death, and appear in the eter- 
nal world. ^ 

Let us, fecondly, confider. What is implied by 
awaking in, or with, the likenefs of the Lord, 

You will remember it is feid in Genefis, rfiat 
" God created man in his own image and likenefs" — 
you all know that man is a fallen, depraved, and de- 
filed 
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filed fuiner ; that he muft be born again^ or regenc* 
rated> before he can be happy ; and that when he is 
regenerated, he is then reftored to the divine image 
and likene/s. To open thefe fubjefts fully, would 
take up much more time than we can devote to one 
difcourfe ; but I would obferve, that an image rc- 
fpc6ts the Lord,, as to divine wifdom or truth, . and 
a likene/s re(pe6ts the Lord, as to divine love or 
goodnefs. Therefore the ipiritual man, who is 
principled in a found feith, or in the love of truth, 
is an image of the Lord i and the celeftial man, who 
is principled in pure love to the Lord, and in cha- 
rity, is a likene/s of the Lord. Hence we (hall 
prefently fee what is meant by awaking in the 
likene/s of God. God is love — ^his nature, his effence, 
is love J he is the only fource, origin, and fountain of 
all pure love. God is good^^ht is the eflcnce of 
all goodne/s j he is kind, merciful, compaffionate — 
he is pure, holy, and perfcft. 

Now the good man fays, in our text, *^ I fhall 
** be fatisfied, when I awake, in thy likene/s ;" that 
is, when I am like thee. To be like him, is to be- 
come a form of lovei to love the Lord with all the 
heart, foul, mind, and ftrength j to love our neigh- 
bour as we love ourfelves. God is good — ^to be like 
him, is to become a form of goodne/s ; to delight in 
all that is good and heavenly. God is pure — to be 
like him, is to ht pure in hearty pure in thought and 
dcfire, in will and affedkion, in life and conduft. 
God is kind, merciful, and compajtonate-^to be like 

him. 
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him, is to be kind to all; full of mercy, pity, tcn- 
dernefs, and compaffion, towards all mankind, who- 
ever they are, and whatever they are ; to breathe 
nothing but love, good-will, and tendernefs towards 
them. GoJ is holy — to be like him, is to hate 
whatever is evil, falfe, impure, and contrary to his 
nature and laws. God being love, goodnefs, and 
truth, fo he is eternally delighting therein, and ma- 
nifefting thofe divine attributes to all his creatures, 
in numberlefs ways and methods, according to his 
infinite wifdom. To be like him, is, therefore, to 
be continually delighting in whatever is good, true, 
and ufefiil — to have our life in thefe things. All" 
this, and much more, is included in being like God, 
or awaking in bis likenefs* That man, therefore, 
who is principled in pure love to God, charity to 
man; and from th^t principle is living a life of 
goodnefsy purity y and ufe — he is fo far a likenefs of 
his God ; and, living and dying in this ftate, he will 
awake in his likenejs. 

But as it is faid, " I ^2!\ht Jatisjiedy when I 
" AWAKE, in thy likenefs i" here is an implication 
that the good man will not be fully fytisjied*t\\\ that 
period arrives ; and this may eafily be accounted for 
and explained. The real chriftian's defire is to be 
freed from all imperfeftion, ignorance, and evil. — 
While in this life he is advancing in that ftate, and 
going on to perfedion ; but, when he enters into the 
ipiritual world, whatever ignorancey darknefsy or im- 
perfe£lion remained, will prcfently be removed — he 

will 
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will ftand a pure form of love and wifdom, goodnefi 
and truth — a celejlial angelic mind, the likenefs of his 
God and Saviour — ^and thus be fu/fy Jatisfied. It 
is the ftate he has been aiming at, laboring for, 
anxioufly defiring; and now, having obtained it, 
he is fatisfied, eafy, and happy. 

But, thirdly. Why is fuch an one fatisfied ? . 

Firft, His higheft wifh, his moft exalted expec- 
tations, are now accomplifhed. Love to the Lord, 
and goodnefi, were his very life ; and he could not 
be fully fatisfied until he wholly dwelt in the beams 
of that divine love, without an intervening cloud. 

Methinks I hear every good man and woman 
now prefent, faying, * I am refigned and content- 

* ed to ftay here, to dwell in this body io long as I 

* can be ufeful to mankind j io long as I can contri- 

* bute any thmg to their happinefs ; fo long as the 

* Lord fees good for me to ftay 5 — but I ftiall never 

* be fuUy fatisfied until I awake in the likenels of my 

* God — until all my darknefs^ error, evil, and im^u- 

* rity, be removed, and I become a pure form of 

* love and charity, wifdom and truth j until every 

* intervening cloud be removed, and I am internally 

* and externally filled and furrounded with the Di- 
' vine beams of the Lord's love and wifdom. I 
^ fhall not be fatisfied 'till I am (like all the angels in 

* heaven) nothing but love, wifdom, and ufe* 

But, fecondly. Such an one will then be fatisfied, 
as, being in the likenefs of the Lord ; becaufe then 
he will be in eternal conjunftion with him, dwell 

for 
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for ever in his immediate prefence, and be com- 
pletely filled with all heavenly and divine beatitudes 
from himi for becoming a pure form of love, 
wifdom, and ufe, the felicities thereof will be for 
ever enjoyed, and eternally increafe. The good 
man will be at bome^ in his own element, among his 
own friendsy and in the prefence of that bleffed and 
adorable Lord God and Saviour, who is the only 
objeft of his higheft love, delight, and happinefs. 

Having thus explained to you the import of 
thefe bleffed words ; let us now apply them to our 
own minds. 

Can you ferioufly and truly adopt the firft part 
of them ? ' As for me, I will behold thy face in 

* righteoufnefs. Whatever others do, or fay, or 

* however they may live, I will for my part look up 
' to the Lord in faith and confidence, for every 

* bleffing and mercy ; but I will do this in righte- 
' oufneis. While I believe on him, and expeft 

* every good from him, I will live a righteous, 
^ upright, pious life.* 

Let us remember that we can never behold the 
face of Jehovah, either in this world or the next, 
if it be not in righteoufnefs. For Ibfar as we love 
him, and do his will, fo far we turn ourfelves to 
the Lord ; and fo far we tebcld his face* And the 
more we are principled in love, truth, and good- 
nefs, the more fully will our minds be turned to the 
Lord ; the more glorious will he appear to us— 
and the more happy fliall we be. 

But, 
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But, fecondly, Do you wifli to awake in Im 
tikenejs ? Is it your one interrupted and ardent defire, 
to appear like your Lord, when called into the 
eternal world ? Do you think, if you then awake 
in his likenefs, pure forms of love and wifdomj holy 
angelic minds, you Ihall be Jatisfied? Is this your 
higheft wifti, the happinefs you want ; namely, to 
be like your Lord ? If fo, my chriftian friends, I 
am fure you beair Ibme refemblancey fome Jtmilitudej 
of him NOW. You are men and women of love, 
charity, goodnefs ; your internal man delights in 
righteoufnefs — ^your external life is gocd-^znd you 
are going forward in that renewal of the mind, that 
fpiritual and divine regeneration^ which can alone 
transform you into the image and likenefs of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, your God and Saviour. If this 
be the cafe with you (and I hope it is) then you 
will in a little time behold the Lord indeed ; you 
will fee him as he is — be fatisfied, and happy in 
his prefence — and in that fatisfa£tion and happinefs^ 
will you remain for ever and ever. While the 
wicked and ungodly will awake in the likenefs of 
thofe infernals, with whom they have here affociated, 
and cannot fo much as bear to behold the divine 
beams of love and wifdom from the glorified 
humanity of the Lord — ^you will awake in his like- 
nefs, behold thofe divine beams, and live in thenci 
for ever — ^^and be glorified, celejlial, bappy angelsy in 
the kingdom of our God and Saviour. To whom 
be glory and dominion for ever. Amen. 

SERMON 
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THE LOVE OF THE LORD JESUS, 

AS 

MANIFESTED IN OUR PARDON AND PURIFICATION* 



Rev. i. s, 6. 

Unto him that loved us, and wafhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
and 'hath made us kings and prieft» unto God and his Father; to 
him .be glory and .domiiuon for evei* and ever ! Amen. 



X HE words we have now read have been, 
and ftill ve, frequendy made ufc of to confirm, not 
only univerfal redemption ; but calvinijm^ufttfica^ 
tim by faith alone — a plurality of perfons in the 
trinity — and feveral other fentiments. And, indeed, 
if wc ieparate one part of the word from another, 
^nd confider it in its unconnefted and merely literal 
fenfe, w^,.may make it fpeak almoft juft what we 
R pleafe. 
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pleafe. But this is not the way to form right judg^ 
ment. If we would know the word aright, we muft 
confider it in its regular feries — its own divine 
connexion — ^be acquainted with the corrclponding 
figures ufed to exprels fpiritual things — and endea- 
vor to enter into the true fpiritual meaning of it. 
By fo doing, we (hall come to a true knowledge of 
the facred pages, and free our minds from error 
and felfc doftrine; efpecially if we look to the 
Lord for illumination, and fearch after truth from 
-the love of it. The words of our text arc replete 
with inftruftion and confoladon to the real chriftian 
mind; and we will now endeavor to open them 
in the following order — 

Firft^ It will be expedient to confider the import of 

thejt words — " Unto him that hath loved us.*' 
Secondly y What is meant by " his wajhing us from 

" our fins in his own blood.'* 
Thirdly, What we are to underftand by being 

^^ made kings and priefts unto God, and his 

''fatherr And, 

Fourthly y A word or two as to that glory and do- 
minion which are due to the Lord. 

And, firft, We arc to confider the import of 
thefe words — " Him that hath loved us." 

This is a fubjeft i^ extenfive, fo boundlefs in its 
own nature, that all language £uls in the defcription 
of it. The pcrfonage here Ipokcn of, is, wc know^ 

no 
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no Other than the Lord Jcfus, the only Jehovah, 
the God of angek and men. And I fhould think 
it impoffible to form a juft idea of his attributes, 
without connedting love therewith; becaufc he is 
in himfelf the origin, effence, and fountain of all 
true love, and pure affedion^ His* nature, his 
name, and his ways, are love. He created man in 
his own image and likeneft— defigned him for 
everlafting glory and honor— endowed him with 
the noblcft faculties and powers — gave him a will 
and underftanding by which he can know his God, 
love him, obey him, and be happy with him. 
Doubtlefs, then, God hath loved him — nay, the 
whole bible is a revelation of love, mcrcy^ and 
goodnefs toward mankind ; fo that we muft deny 
revelation, if we fuppofe that God loves not man. 

But it is maintained by great numbers of pro- 
felTing chriftians, that although the Divine Being 
loves men, yet he dges not love all men ; and 
therefore it is faid, in our text, " Unto him that 
" loved «j, and hath wa(hed us from our fins, &c." — 
not the whole race of mankind, but a part of them 
only. To be fure this f*enriment has gained much 
ground m our day, and many, very many, upright 
minds, may believe it ; but, neverthelefs, that does 
not prove // is true. I think we may fay of fuch 
perfons (if fincere and upright) that they have 
much better hearts than heads 5 or that their will is 
fuperior to their underftanding in this particular 
inftancc : as I am perfuadcd they would, if in their 
R 2 ^ power, 
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power, make falvation poflible to all men, from a 
principle of charity towards them; notwithftanding 
they fuppofe God has not done this, though they 
muft confeis he could have done it if he had plcafed* 
But, firs, if we take the whole bible for our guide, 
if we form juft ideas of the blcffed God, we muft 
be convinced that he loves all his raHonal offspring.^ 
That Being who is love itjelfj cannot hate the 
work of his own hands. << He is good to all, and 
^* his tender mercies arc over aU his works''-^— the 
gifts of his providence, and the bounties of his 
grace, are manifefted to all mankind — ^he wills not 
the death of a finner ; but had rather that he would 
" turn from his wickedneis, and live" — he gave 
himielf a ranfom for all, and tailed death for every 
man — he is the Saviour <rf all men, clpecially of 
thofe that believe. But the misfortune is, that 
men have confidered the Lord Jefus Chrift as a 
Being diftindt fh)m the Father— that he came to 
appeafe the Father's wrath, fadsfy his vindidbive 
juftice, and make an atonement for the fins of all 
for whom he died. Hence the Lord Jefus is re- 
prefented not only as another God, but alfo as a 
God of a very different nature from that of thi 
Father j viz. as a God of love and mercy to man- 
kind—while the Father burned with wrath, venge- 
ance, and fury. But thefe miftaken ideas vanifb 
away in a moment, when we form juft conceptions 
of God himfelf. When we come to fee and know 
that God is one in one divine perfon^^that the Lord 

Jefus 
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Jefus Chrift is thit oite God, the Father as to his 
divinity — the Son as to his humanity — and the 
Holy Spirit, as to his divine operation — that this 
God was in Chrift, or the divinity in the humanity, 
reconciling the world to himfelf—th^t hereby he is a 
Redeemer and Saviour to all eternity — ^hoids the 
hells in fubje£tion, and has made falvation poflible 
to all mankind. 

Lee us never imagine that God is full of wrath, 
hatred, and fury, towards any part of his rational 
creatures. It cannot be -, for he is love, love in its 
very ejfmce, and he can no more hate his creatures 
than he can love their evils. You will aflc, ' How 

* then is it that his wrath, vengeance, and fory are 

* fo frequently mentioned in the holy word ?' The 
reafon is very obvious ^d plain'-^becaule the 
Lord aAually is all this to wicked men, although 
there is nothing of that kind in himfelf j for as 
wicked men are in the love of evil and fallhood, fo 
that love is their life, and that life is an infernal 
life; confequently, the divine fphere of love and 
wifdom from the Lord "appears to them as wrath 
and fury, becaufe they cannot bear the heat and 
light thereof. The more that influx penetrates to 
them, the more their evils, falfes, and abominations 
are laid open and manifeft, and the more arc they 
tormented j they fuppofing it is the Lord's wrath 
or vengeance which torments them, whereas it is 
their own wrathful nature, their evil dilpofitions, 
their infernal lufts, their abominable wickednefs, by 
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which they are tormented j the divine iphcre of the 
Lord being all love and wifdom, goodnefs and 
truth. The wicked, therefore, arc taught by the 
word, that lb far from their being happy in and 
with the Lord, while in an evil life, there is nothing 
in him but what will appear to them as wrath and 
fury — ^from the dircSd oppofition of their nature 
and life, to the nature and life of the Lord our 
God. To fuppofe, therefore, that wrath, fury, and 
vengeance, a£tually cxift in the Divine Being, 
would be to fuppofe imperfc6tion even in God 
himfelf — ^as fuch qualities and difpofidons arife 
from an inverted infernal life, and belong not to 
the life of heaven, or the nature of the Divine 
Being. Of all the fubjefts the mind. of man is 
capable of conteoipladng, (he love of God is the 
higheft, moft confblatory, and animating; bu( 
even that divine attribute would lofe much of its 
luftre and excellence, and afford the good man a 
much lefs degree of coniblation, if it were not 
unrverfal and imtnutabk. If he had any juft ground 
to believe it were partial^ 'cofifinedy and mutabUy the 
pain and anxiety he would feel on behalf of his 
feUow men, would be nearly equal to the pleafure 
he might experience* in the enjoyment of that love 
in himfelf — ^becaufe every good man can but ardendy 
deiire the happinefs of mankind in general : loving 
them as he loves himielf, he is deeply interefted in 
their welfare, and would iMtterly lament if the 
divine benevolence, compaflion,^ and goodne^, 
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extended not unto them — and, indeed, this very 
difpofition is an indubitable proof that the love' of 
God is univerfal, that it extends to all mankind j 
bccaufe this unbounded charity in the chriftian's 
heart, muft have its origin and fourc^ in the breaft 
of the Divine Being — as we could never love our 
neighbour as we love ourfelves, if we had not that 
principle from the God of love. And if we are 
inlpired with that affeSfion^ that univerfal pbilantbro- 
phyy confcquently that God who fo infpires us, muft 
poffefs it himfelfi and that in an infinitely higher dc^ 
gree than we can experience it. If any one of my 
hearers have been taught to think differently of the 
Lord — that his love is partial and limited — let me 
entreat you no longer to entertain a fentiment fo 
dilhonorable, and To contrary to the divine nature. 
Confult his holy word throughout — confider his 
various difpenfations — the conduct of his providence 
— the nature of redemption — and your own perpe7 
tual experience of his favor and mercy ; and you 
will be convinced that he is good to all — his tender 
mercies are over all his works — and that he can as 
foon ceafe to be God, as ccafe to love his rational' 
offspring, the work of his own hands. - For fo 
long as we- conceive of the Lord as a God of wrath 
and vengeance, partial in his favors, and withholding 
his love ff om the greater part of mankind ; fo long 
Ihall we difhonor his holy name, be under the 
influence of a contrafted narrow fpirit ourfelves, 
and be very far from that noble, generous, bene- 
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yolent mind^ which is the true charafteriftic of the 
real chriftiaiij the loving child of God. But we 
will proceed to confider^ in the 

Second place. What is meant by the " Lord's 
" walhing us from our fins in his own blood." 

This part of our text feems to have been as 
inuch miftaken as the other; the views men have 
of it, taking their rife either from cdvinifm^ or 
tritbeifmi or from both united. However, we will 
firft .notice what is generally underftood con- 
cerning it. 

By the blood here mentioned, nothing more Ls 
underftood than thofe drops of crimft)n hue, which, 
riirough the procefs of the Lord*s fufFcrings, were 
Ipilt from his body. This is what chriftians in ge- 
neral underftand by blood, when mentioned in the 
word. In confequence of which they will ipeak 
with peculiar energy of his fweating, as it were, 
drops of blood in the .garden of Gethfemene — of 
his bleeding temples, when the crown of thorns was 
placed there— of the wounds in his hands and feet 
by the nails — of his fide which was opened by the 
fpear, and the like — all which was literally true. It 
becomes us to remember thofe circumftances with 
the deepeft gratitude, and to recoiled, that our 
evils, with the evils of mankind univerfally, were 
the caufe of thofe fufferings; that is to fay, if men 
had not been in evil, the Lord Jefus had not fuf- 
fered thofe things. But it. is further believed, that 
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all the fins oi^ thbfc who believe oa the L^rd, are 
cleanfed and walhed away by that v0ry bl^od--*^t is 
rciprefented as a fiwintain of ^ood — jmd the veins 
of Jefi|$.Chrifl: as ftill bleeding. They fay, in the 
language of fonxe of their hyouis, , 

Tjiere is a fount of crimfon blood, 
Sprurtg from the Saviour's veins; 
Alid all that plunge beneath that flood, 
' Are cleand'd from iall their ftains. 

Thus it is'fuppofed, that the real biood fpilt at 
Calvary, -does,- by its wtue^' efficacy ^ and merits^, 
wafli away every fin, totally i ckanfe the polluted 
ibul, and render hun fpodefs before the throne of 
the Father. . If you aik how this blood is applied, 
wid the .clcanfing virtues of it enjoyed ?. They will 
tell : you it is by faith^ fimple faiths faith alone ; 
that is> a firm truft, confidence, and relianoe on the 
blood and merits erf" Jefus Chrift for pardon, falva- 
tion, and eternal life— and that whoever has this 
faithy his fins are all pard(medy blotted out, and 
wafbed .away for ever^ And this, they fay, is the 
fenfe of oua: text—" Unto him that hath loved 
" us, and wafhed us from our fins in his oWn 
"blood/V 

It is further believed, that all who thus believe 
on the Lord, and are thus walhed in the blood of 
the Lamb, are without fin in the fight of God, 
jujiified^ and accepted \ inafnruich as that blood is 
fuppofed to have fufficient efficacy and merit in it, 
to fully ^tone for all the fins of all bdievcrs, fatisfy 
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divine juftice, appeafe divine wrath, and entitle the 
believer to a throne in heaven. 

All this, firs, is eomnnonly uuderftood by the 
material blood of Jefus Ghrift ; and it is imagined 
that his love, merqr, and redemption, cannot be 
fufficiently magnified and exalted in any other way. 
From this view of things we are obliged to difi^er 
—concluding that it is neither rational nor fcriptu- 
ral — that much more is meant by the blood of the 
Lord Jefus — ^and much more neceflary to the 
cleanfing, or wafhing away our fins. Wc are 
willing to exalt our blefled Lord in the higheft 
pofiible manner, and to allow an infinite value to 
all that he did, or faid, or fufFered. We conceive 
it impofilble that fins, which are of the mind, and 
are not material, can be cleanfed or walhed away 
by material btood ; and that when oiir Lord /ays, 
** We muft eat his flcfli, and drink his blood," 
fomething fpiritual is meant, and not any thing 
natural or material. We confider the flefh and 
blood of the Lord Jefus in a reprefentative corref- 
ponding light-^that they reprefent and correlpond 
to certain Ipiritual things, which muft be appro- 
priated in order to the cleanfing of iniquity. We 
believe that the blood of the Lord's body, repre- 
fented and correfponded to the divine truth of his 
divine wifdom ; and the flefti of the Lord, to the 
divine good of his /divine love. To eat the flefh 
of the Lord, is, therefore, to appropriate the good 
of his divine love ; and to drink his blood, is to 
appropriate the truth of his divine wifdom — and by 
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thefe we have eternal life. By the Lord's blood 
being fpilt, and his fldh torn upon the crofs, were 
reprefented what men had done to his truth and 
love — that they had falfified, perverted, and cor- 
rupted his word — that they had abufed and rejefted 
his love. Indeed, every part of the Lord's fuffering 
and facrifice correfponded to, and reprefented the 
prophanation of divine truth, and the adulteration 
and rejeftion of divine love. Wherever blood is 
mentioned in the. holy word, it fignifies, in a good 
fenfe, divine truth ; and in a perverted fcnfe, trudi 
falfified and profaned : and to be waflied from our 
fins in the blood of the Lord, is to be purified and 
cleanfed from evil in the heart and life, by the 
power and' influence of divine truth. Thus our 
Lord fays, " Sanftify them through thy truth; .thy 
*' word is truth." But in order to our .being thus 
cleanfed, truth mufl: be appropriated', it muft be 
received in the underftanding, enter into the .will, 
and, as a divine feed, fpring up and bear: the fruits 
of righteoufnefe. Whoever, therefore, believes the 
truth, and obeys it, is by virtue thereof cleanfed 
fi-om iniquity; and by no other way can he be 
cleanfed — for this is the living water ^ Ipringing up 
into eternal life in all thofe who believe in it and 
obey it. • - ^ 

Proceed we thirdly, to notice what is meant by 
" being made Kings and Priefl:s urttp God, 
" and his Father/' 

It 
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It is commonly underftood, that by being made 
kings^ thofe who are the Lord's people Ihall 
aftually reign upon thrones in the heavenly world 5 
but fuch perfons have n6t confidcred, that if every 
good man and woman is to be a king and qupcn 
in heaven, there cdn be no fubjedts to reign over— 
and a king without fubjeds, is no king at all. By 
being nrtade priefts, it is fuppofed* that we (hall offer 
up holy, fpiritual, and acceptable facrifices to the 
Lord — and in this I fee no impropriety. It is well 
known that the Lord is called king, in the word, 
and alfo priefti he is called king from his divine 
wifdom, and prieft from hb divine love j wherefore 
they who are in wifdom from the Lord, are 
called king's fons, and alfo kings ; and they who arc 
in love from the Lord, are called minilters and 
priefts — ^for the love and wifdom in them is not 
from themfelves, confequently not their own, but 
the Lord's. Hence it is that they arc meant in the 
word by. kings and priefts; not that they are fuch 
— but that the Lord is fuch in them, and caufeth 
them to be fo called; hence it appears that by 
kings, which the Lord will make of thofe who 
are in wifdom from him, it is not to be underftood 
that they will ^^ *«»?J> but that they will ie wife; 
and by priefts, are meant, fuch as are in* the good 
of divine love. It is added, *' Unto God and his 
" Father.'' By which words many have conceived 
that God the Father and the Lord Jefus are two 
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diftinft perlbns. But by God and Fadier, in the 
ipiritual fenfe of the word, two perlbns arc not 
underftood ; but, by God is underftood the divinity, 
with refpeft to wifdom ; and by Father, the divinity 
with relpcft to Ityoe. For there are two things in 
the Lord, divine wifdom and divine love, or divine 
truth and divine good. Thcfe two are underftood 
in the Old Teftament by God and Jehovah, and 
here, by God and the Father. Wherefore, by Jefus 
Chrift making us kings and priefts unto God and 
his Father, is (ignified, that they appear in his fight 
as images of his divine wifdom and his divine love> 
for in thefe two confifts the image of God in men 
and angels ; therefore, all thofe who are truly prin- 
cipled in wifdom and love, or truth and good> arc 
kings and priefts unto God, as they are images of 
his divine wifdom and love. 

But we will conclude with a word or two con- 
cerning that glory and dominion which arc 
due to the Lord. 

You will obferve it is laid, " Unto htm that 
** hath loved us and wafhed us from our fins in his 
'* own blood j" which evidently is no other than 
the Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf. But it is well to be 
noted, that here his divine humanity is underftood, 
and by God and Father his effential divinity \ and, 
therefore, that he is God alone, and that all glory 
and dominion are due to him only. By glory is 
meant, divine majefty, and is predicated of his 
divine wildom — ^by dominion is meant divine om- 
nipotence. 
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nipotencc, and is predicated of his divine love: 
Therefore the fpiritual meaning is, that the Lord's 
divine love fhould have dominion over all our 
affeftions, defires, and thoughts— over all the 
powers of our minds — and that his divine wifdom 
fhould be glorified in all our works, words, and 
conduft, through life and for ever. 

When we furrender all the powers of our minds 
to the influence of heavenly love, then we afcribe 
dominion to the Lord; he becomes the fupreme 
objeft of our love, our fervice, and adoration. 
And when we give up the undcrftanding wholly to 
the influence of divine truth, then we ^vc glory 
to the Lord, by a regular, upright, fpiritual, and 
holy life, converfation, and condu£L And thus 
the Lord is all in all; the beginning and the end, 
the firft and the laft, the Almighty, Redeemer, 
Regenerator, and Saviour of our fouls — ^to whom 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
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SERMON XVIIL 



PURE RIGHTEOUSNESS IN HEART AND LIFE 
RECOMMENDED. 



•Isaiah Ix. 21. 

Thy people alfo ihall be all righteous : they (hall inherit the land for 
ever> the branch of my plantihg, the work of my hands, that I 
BUiy be glorified. 



FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 

l AM going to addrefs you this evening 
upon fubjefts of infinite moment — upon fubjefts 
which equally concern every one of you. Neither 
the profeflion you may make, the fociety to which 
you belong, or your iituadon in life, can make 
thcfe fubjedts cither lejs importanty or le/s interejiing* 
It is an indubitable truth , that we are all to live for 
ever — eternity is very near us— the hour is at hand 
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when the accounts of this life muft be fettled — ^when 
we muft feverally appear before the fupreme, all- 
wife, and holy Jehovah — ^pafs the folemn decifion 
of an impartial judge — and be deftinated to ever- 
lafting forrow and Ihame, or to eternal honor, joy, 
and felicity. If you refled but a moment, you are 
immediately convinced thefe things are at hand. The 
left we think of them, the lefs are we prepared to 
meet them, and the more awful will our fituation 
be when they arrive. 

One principal part of a minifter's duty is to give 
WARNING — to remiod his fellow, men of what is 
near at hand — ^to bring to their remembrance what 
we are all too prone to forget. When I confider 
how uncertain it is whether thofe who hear me now 
will ever have it in their power to hear me, or any 
other perfon, again — when I refleft, that perhaps 
I may never more be permitted to open my mouth 
again in public, or give one more warning to any 
perfon whatever — and that, upon a certainty, I 
KNOW it will not be long before evcrlafting fdence 
refts upon my tongue — I am then ftruck with the 
IMPORTANCE of cvery. opportunity— the events 
that may depcixi^ upon it— and the necessity of 
being faitheul. 

It is a certain truth, that eternity itjdf will not 
find us a work to do so great, as that which we 
have to accompKfh in this short span of time ; 
nay, whatever we have to do or to enjoy, through 
a boundlefs eternity, entirely depends upon that 

work 
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work \yhich is to be done m time. What I mean, 

is, the CONVERSION OF THE SOUL TO GOD— a PRE- 
PARATION for an eternal world of fupcrlative felicity 
and honor. If that work be not done here, fo 
few as our days are, eternity it/elf cannot effeSt it. 
Our divine teacher, our best friend, our infinitely 
LOVING Saviour and God, hath plainly iiifornnfed us 
of this truth, in his holy word, " Except ye be 
" born again, ye CANNOT enter into the king- 
** dom of God/' — ^And I prefuoie there is not one 
perfon here who is difpofed to cjoubt the. truth of 
our Lord's declaration. But be it farther obferved, 
the Lord hath not only given us this information^ 
but he hath alfo as plainly told lis, in what that 
new-birth cofffifts—yfHxr istht prep0ration'nccttfiry 
for the enjoyment of the heavenly world. The 
words of our text, alfoi intimate what is to be done, 
and what we are to be^ in order to fuch a date of 
cndlcfs felicity. 

. Permit me, therefore, in ipeaking from it, to be 
in earneft with your Jmls-^to addrefs you as immpr- 
tals, juft upon the verge of eternity y within a few 
days of that never-ending ftate which will affuredly 
be your Ipt in the next life j for it is more than 
barely probable that fome one, ox more, now prefent, 
may in the (hort fpace of a very few days, be an 
unbodied fpirit in that world to which we are all fb 
rapidly moving. Hear, then, what our text fays 
concerning thofe who are the fubjefts of happinefs, 
" Thy i^toi^lt Jhall be all righteous : they (hall in- 

S ^^herit 
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?« hcrit thc4and for ever, the branch of my planting, 
" the work of my hands, that I may be glorified." 
In fpeakii^ from thefe important words, I (hall 
obforv^ the following method, namely, 

Firji, We will conjider the nature and neceffity ef 
rigbteaujnejs. 

Secendtfi What is to he underftoad by being the 
<* branch and the iipurk of the Lord's hands^^ 

^thirdly ^ The duration of fiate mentioned in the 
words. Andf 

Fourthly y Notice in what refpeSls the Lord is 
glorified by Juch people. 

Firft, We are to conflder the nature and necef^ 
fity of righteoufiiefs. 

. I prefume there arc very few peribns fb ignorant 
as not to know^ or fo hardened as not to feely the 
importance of being righteous; and I fhould ho^ 
there are but few who knew not what righteoufhefs 
means. To be righteous, is to be and do that which 
is righty from ^od principles^ by jufi rules^ and to a 
good end. There arc two religions in which we 
ftand neceflary to be attended to upon this head. 

Fufty Our relation to the Divine Being- We 
are his creatures, dependent upon him, accountable 
to him, and muft be happy or miferable according 
as we regard or difregard him. We are all confci- 
ous the God who created us is infinite in power, in 
wilclom, and in truth 5 and we are equally confcious 
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his laws are rigbf, and jufi, and good. We alfo 
know that this Almighty Jehovah is infinite in love 
to his rational creatures, becaufe he hath redeemed 
them, by taking upon himfelf our nature, and in 
that nature dying for our fouls. Now, as (landing 
in this relation to the Divine Being, it concerns us 
to confidcr what is right and what is wrong. 
To do that which is wrong, is to aft coritrary to the 
mil, the laws, and the nature of this God — ^and all 
that is^ WICKEDNESS J to do that which is right, is 
to aft confiftcnt with die wt/l, laws, and nature of 
this God, and all that is righteousness. Now, as 
the nature of the Divine Being, yea, his very efence, 
is hve — ^fo the fum and fubftance of all his holy 
laws, is tovE likewife. Hence it is that our Lord, 
when ipeaking of love to God and man, fays, that 
^Von fhefe two hang aJl the law and the prophets'* 
--^that is, the fubftance of air that Is contained in 
die word refpe&ing the duty of man, is, that he 
love his God, and his neighbour. And the apoftle 
faysi " Lov^ is the fulfilling of the law.'* But it 
k ^ plain, though melancboUy truth, that we have 
an departed from this pure love; and, confequendy, 
from the very ejfence if the righteous charaSer. We 
have indulged and cheriftied thofe lujis, tempers, and 
difpofitions, which are of an oppoftte, an infernal kind; 
flich 2iS f elf -love, love of the worid, pride, hatred, 
and ennnity, and many other impure affeftions and 
defires; we have indulged ourfelves in thefe, and 
to gratify them, have very repeatedly and very 
s 2 conftantly 
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conilantly violated the divine and pure laws of love 
and truth, given us by our kind God and heavenly 
parent. This being a6tually the cafe with all man- 
kindj in a more or lefs degree ; and as fuch a ftate 
of mind and conduft of life are oppofite to the 
natuce, laws, and pcrfedions of the Lord — fo are 
they, in an equal degree, oppofite to cur own hap- 
pinefSk It being a wicked, evil, and impure ftate of 
mind, it inevitably deprives us of that plea/ure and 
feliciiy which an immortal fhould enjoy, and which 
our blefled Creator and Redeemer intended for us. 
Hence, then, a change or turning of the mind 
from thefe impure loves, thefe evil defires and 
practices, becomes eJfentiaUy necc(&ry; where this 
is truly done, there is j:rue repentance — and when 
fuch a perfon repofes an humble confidence in the 
goodnefs and mercy of God his Redeemer, for 
pardon and falvation, this is genuine faith. This 
true repentance and faith, have their foundation ja 
LOVE to God and goodnefs ; and the foul is now in 
a difpofition for an indre obedience to the divine 
will. This difpofidon, brought forth into pra&ice, 
and manifefted in the life, is called righteousness. 
Such a man loves God, and he obeys him — ^he 
loves his holy laws, and he keeps them — ^he loves 
his neighbour as himfelf, and he does him no 
injury, but all poflfiblc good. He is, therefore, a 
man oi faith, love, and uprightnefs^-^t is a righte- 
ous man. I need not enlarge farther upon this 
part of our fubjeft — what I have faid, though fhort, 

is. 
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is, I hope, PLAIN and JUST. You will, therefore, 
I truft, apply it to your own Jiates^-r-you will /eri- 
cujfy.znd faithfully examine your own hearts, affec-^ 
timsy difpojitionsy and life : and fee whether or hot 
they accord with the charafter of a righteous man. 
I defire you to do this— I entreat you to do it — I 
call upon you in the name of the Lord to do it. 
And that you may not negleft this important 
work, I will. 

Secondly, Confider the necessity for this 
righteoufnefs. 

Firft, This will appear, by reflefting a moment 
upon the nature of evil, or unrighteoufnefs. It is 
this accurfed thing which imbitters all our fweets, 
loads us with ten thoufand troubles, and affliSions, 
deftroys all pace, harmony y and order -^ and, fo far 
as it prevails, makes even this world a helL All 
unrighteoufnefs and evil are contrary to the very 
effence, nature, and laws, of a holy and good God. 
Iniquity of every kind debafes the man — finks him 
beneath his own dignity — and, fo far as it takes 
place, defaces the image of heaven, and transforms 
him into an infernal. 

But, fecondly. The neceffity of righteoufnefs 
appdars froni the nature of the foul. Man is a 
ipiritual being, an immortal mind, capable of ex- 
fanding his mental faculties to all eternity. But 
all unrighteoufiiels and iniquity defiroy thofe powers, 
prevent their growth, and throw the whole mind 
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into diforder^ cortfujion^ and mifery. As meity we are 
made in the image and likenejs of God — ^we have a 
near relation to him i but in the fame degree as we 
give into the love of what is evil and vile, in the 
feme degree we deface that imager we dejircy that 
Wumfs^ and in the fame proportion we diffGlve the 
relatimftnf between God and our fouls. Now, if 
God himfelf be the cffence of all that is good, 
pure, and happy ; the lejs we arp like him, and the 
more diftant relation we bear tb. him, the farther 
we muft be from happinefs-^the greater muft be 
our mifery. 

Do you know, my chriftian friends, that God 
created man a form of divine order ^ z likenefs of 
bimfelf? And why did he fo create him ? Why, 
that he might be happy with his Maker, and that 
for ever. But this order is broken, this foi-m 
defaced, this likencfi deftroyed by unrighteoufnefsy 
by evil \ the foul, therefore, of man, the mind^ is 
pot what it firfi was, what it ou^t to be, and tvhat 
it muft be, if ever happy. Therefore, a change 
muft again take place, a n^ creation^ a refioration 
of all the fallen depraved powers of the mind, 
that the man may be again like his God^— united 
to him, and thus happy. In fhort, he muft become 
a righteous man-^^y Thy people fhall be all righte- 
^* ous ; then they ftiall inherit the land for ever.'* 

Once more, as God is love^ goadnefs, truths and 
furity-^o likewife is heaven. Every angel is a form 
pf love and wifdom^ goodnejs and truth dwell in 

. every 
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every heart, puri^ and hlimji arc diipkyed ia every 
lifci every thought, word, attd deed, \% itwe. HoW 
then is h poflible for us to eater <hat kingdom, 
join with diofe celeftial and holy inhabitants, tod 
partake of their unmixed, pure, and iea^enfy beati^^ 
tudes, if we are not righteous perfons T Much 
more might be faid to prove the neceflity of fuf- 
tdining this charafber, but I prefume you are all 
convinced of its abfolute importance, and, thetefore> 
we will pafs on. Only giv^ me leave to entreat, 
that you ^WX/uffer its importame to reft upon your 
minds. 

When \ee ftep into the other world, there is iio 
alternative between endlejs forrow, or endkjs joy--^ 
the infernal abodes, or angelic manfions, will be 
ours — and which of the two will be determined by 
ourfelves. We are now determining the matter, 
for we are preparing for the one or the other— and 
whichever we prepare for, tkat ^t (hall Wceive. 
Our ftate in the eternal world will not depend upoh 
the name we bear, the profeffidn we have mad^ 
or the opinions and Jentiments we have entertained, 
any farther than thole opinions and fentiments haw 
influenced the afFef^ions and condu£i;; but our 
ftate will depend upon our life here-^wbat sbat^b^ 
been. By life, I mean our interior /j^^— our love 
brought forth into^ aft* If we live and die in the love 
o(e^l, that love is our very and effenrial life^ and 
it cannot then be altered or taken away — we muft 
remain m it for ever : confcquently, where evil is 

s 4 there 
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there we fhall be— and that is with infcrnals in hell, 
Fof this reafon it is that our Lord fays, " Except 
** ye be bom again, ye cannot enter into the king- 
*^ dom of God i" becaufe the ejfsntial life of that 
kingdom is direftly oppofite to the life of the 
wicked man-— for the life qf all heaven, and every 
individual inhabitant^ is l^e to God and gQodneJs\ and 
in that divine fphere of heavenly love the nian of 
evil could not exift one day. 

Excufe me, firs, I muft and I will labour all I 
can to convince you, that heaven and etjernal feli- 
city depend upon the ft ate ^ the real internal :Jia(e 
of your minds. If, then, we live and d^e ia the 
love of God and goodnefs, that love wi^ be our 
ejfential /^, and it can never be akered or taken 
away ; we fhall eternally remain in it s confequendy, 
where God and goodnefs are, there we fhall be, and 
that is with angels in heaven. 

Now, firs, afk your fpuls thefe pUin qu^ftions j 
I beg of you to do it nowy and with as much ear- 
ueftnefs as though they were to be decided in the 
Eternal world the next hour. Whit is my real and 
tffential love^ my true internal life? Whither do my 
affeSions and my coHduSi tmd ? What kingdom k 
fcrmirigin my ^/? Am I .under the influence of 
evil loves-? What are the real difpofitions $nd de- 
fires of my mind? Am I a. righteous or unrighteous 
perfon ? Is my mihd.(underthe l0veofev.il) growr 
ing up into all the impurity, depravity, and deformity 
pf an infernal Ipiritj or is it (under the influence 

of 
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of lore to God andgoodnefs) growing up into all 
the purity, pcrfedtton, and. beauty of the angek in 
heaven ? Am I, in fliort, affured that I am an heir 
of the eternal world of joy, and peace, and honor, 
from a folid internal conviction that the love^ the 
life^ and effence of heaven^ now dwell in my heart ? 
By making fuch inquiries as thefe, you will be 
enabled to judge of your own real Jiatis — ^and the 
more w^ are acquainted with them the better it 
will be for us. 

Proceed we, in the fecond place, to confider 
what is implied in being ^^ the branch of the Lord's 
*' planting, and the work of his hands." Under 
this head I Ihall be very brief. Our Lord himfclli 
in the fifteenth chapter of John, explains what is 
meant by branches. As there he fays, " / am the 
^^ vine I ye are the branches.^* By the Lord's plant- 
ing them, and their being the work of his hands, 
we. are taught that whatever refpefts ourfalvation 
and happinels, that is of the Lord alone. So every 
man who is converted, or turned from the error of 
his ways, has ceafed to do evil, and learnt to do 
well; and is become a righteous man: he is a 
branch of the Lord's planting— he has been in- 
ftrufted by truth from the Lord — drawn by the 
love of the Lord — and by divme mercy is planted 
in the houfe of his God j he is the work of Jeho- 
vah's hands. A3 we did not create ourfelves at 
firft, fo ncith«: can we create ourfelves anew j but 

as 
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as we give up our will and utxierftanding to the 
divine influx of love and wifdoih from the Lord^ 
our darknefs is difpelled, ourevih are removed^ our 
life is purified, our afFeftions raifed to the Lord and 
goodnefs, and we are fucccffively transformed into 
the image and likeneis of our God and Saviour. 
Thus our regeneration, falvation, and happinefs 
from firft to laft, are of the Lord alone — ^he is the 
Alpha and Omega thereof— and to him alone be 
the praife ! But, 

Thirdly, As to the duration of the ftate mentbned 
in our text, namely, " They ihall idherit the. land 
** for ever." In the firft and moft general fenfc, the 
words relped the lafi church and kingdom of the 
Lord — and in that view the meaning is, that this 
church (hall abide for ever-— that it ihall never be 
deftroyed, decay, or come to an end. But, as 
relating to individuals^ the meaning of the words is 
as follows, viz. That the truly righteous maa 
(haU inherit and pofiefsfor ever^all that is fignified 
by the land. It may be explained by the words of 
Jefus Chrift, Matt. xxv. and laft verfe, where he 
fays, ^* The righteous (hall gg into eternal Ufe.[\ 

Firft, then, you will obfervcy that the righteous 
man is the fubjeSl of this hleffing^-^^t)d heaven^ the 
kingdom of God, or ^ eternal life, is the Mefing it/elf. 
I (ball not now attempt to defcribe the quality and 
nature of this kingdom ; but as we all know it 
comprehends whatever is deJiraUe^ Or that can make 

happy. 
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happy, the idea, of eternal being connefted with it, 
iiiuft afford us a very peculiar and inexpreflible 
confolation. 

Here, whatever our enjoyments are (I mean as 
they relpeft this world) they are of fliort duration 
— they laft but a very little time — they are quite 
precarious and uncertain. If we delight in wealth, 
we may enjoy it to-day, and before to-morrow's 
ftin appears, it may have taken wing and be gone 
from us for ever. If the pleafures and amufements 
of life are our delight, they are equally uncertain 
and tranfient — old a;ge and infirmities will foon put 
us out of a capacity for enjoyment 5 or if in youth- 
ful bloom and vigor, the iron hand of affli6tion 
may arreft us in the moment of pleafure, and , 
confine us in an hour to the bed of pain and forrow. 
If we afpirc after honor, dignity, and efteem, the 
afcent is frequendy very hard to gain j we labor long^ 
to obtain the fancied good — and, perhaps, the next 
hour we fall into difgrace, or our names are loft xn 
oblivion. But if wealth, and pleafure, and honor, 
were all our own — ^if no one could deprive us of 
them — if they increafed upon us every day — alas ! 
how few thofe days muft be ! how foon the fcythe 
of time cuts jlhort our days. How quickly (and 
often unexpe^edly) the cold hand of death arr^ 
us-^we leave the world, and all thofe enjoyments 
behind us for ever — and (if we have not laid 
up treafure in heaven) are poor and mifcrable 

indeed! 
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Not fo the righteous man — ^hc (hall inherit the 
land for ever* Here is confoUuion and joy, that the 
fUafureSj the bonorsy and the wealth he has made 
choice of, are neither meattj nor vHe^ nor uncertain^ 
nor tranftent. They are fuch as are every way fuitcd 
to an immortal fpirit, and they will laft through all 
eternity. No moth can corrupt his pleafures, no 
thief can fteal his joys. 

You (incere and pious chriilians are perhaps 
fometimes caft down, and uncomfortable^ through 
temptations, trials, and evils of various kinds. But 
why do not you recoUeft 'there is nothing here of 
long duration — ^thatlife is, as it were, but for a mo- 
ment ? And why do you not confider that your 
treafure is within, your joys above, and your felicity 
eternal? Do you love the Lord ? Are you righte- 
ous perfons ? Are you living a life (^ faith, and 
truth, and charity ? You Ihall inherit the land for 
ever. The kingdom is your own — ^you wiD pre- 
fendy die, to die no more. You will foon open 
your eyes upon a new fcene of glory — ^upon a 
world infinitely fuperior to this, if this were even a 
paradife, and you lived in the garden of Eden* 
Why then are you not daily animated in the chrif- 
tian life— why do you not go on your way with 
unQ)eakable delight ! I hope you do. You have 
every poflible reqfon fo to do; and I am fure it is 
the will of that God who loves us, that we (houkl 
be cheerful and happy even here. 

I confefs^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



RECOMMENDED. . 269 

I confefsy the profpeft of that blefled ftate, which 
belongs to the righteous man,, very much exhiliratcs 
my foul — I am loft in gratitude and love when I 
confider (not what it isy for that I cannot fully do) 
but that ic is eternal^ will never y never end ; but 
cvcrlaftingly increafiy improve, and' abound. Let us 
but be affured we are the righteous pe^le of the Lordy 
only fatisfy ourielves in that important matter, and 
then we need not want for confolatioh and joy. Have 
we connexions oi true friendfhip here, which are as 
dear to us as life ? There they will continuey increafe, 
and improve for ever. Have we mental enjoymentSy 
fpiritual pleajures here? There they will unfold 
thcmfelves under the divine beams of» heaven's 
bright fun, and increafc to all eternity — have we 
relative connexions here, dearer than life — dear as 
our very fouls ? There the ardent flame, the divine 
fire of love, will more intenfcly burn, and all celef- 
tial beatitudes accompany the pure afFeftion. Do 
our hearts, while here, glow with love to that 
fuprcme and adorable Lord Jehovahy who is the 
cflence of all that is lovely y beautifuly and defirdble^^ 
who is Itnje itfelf? There we (hall behold his glory, 
gaze on his namclefs perfeftions, be filled with his 
love, and approximate nearer and nearer to this 
centre of all felicity, joy, and honor, as eternal ages 
roll on. Yes, my chriftian friends, we (hall inherit 
this heavenly land — this divine kingdom — this 
infinitely happy world for ever and ever. 

And, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ayO RIGHTEOUSNESS 

And, as I fliould fourthly obfervc, that the Lord 
our God " may be glorified/' This head of dif- 
courfe I muft pafs over with only obfcrving, that 
our God will be glorified in our falvation, in our 
love, in our happinefs ; as the whole, from firft to 
lafly from beginning to end, is of his divine mercy 
and goodneis to us his poor unworthy children! 

Will you, then, my dear hearers,, attend to theie 
fubje£t& with all that ferioufnefs and.affe&ion with 
which I have laid them before you. Remember 
the Lord's people are aU righteous. I do not alk 
whether you are methodifts, preA)yterians, of the 
old church or the new, or of what name j but arc 
you righteous people ? the ri^tcous people of the 
Lord your God and Saviour ? 

I alk not whether yotir outward life be decent, 
moral, and juft, although that is what ought to be 
—but whether your httemal life be righteous ? whe- 
ther you truly lonje the Lord ? your neighbour as 
yourfelves ? and delight in the holy laws of the 
word ?•— If this is not the ftate of your minds, in 
vain may you expc6t to be happy in heaven; that 
kingdom is a kingdom of love and charity y truth 
and goadnejsy purity and peace. The man of evil 
a£re<5tions, fenfua) lufts, infernal difpofitions, can- 
not enter there; he cannot live in that bleffed 
world — therefore I hope none of you will deceive 
yourfelves. I give you this warning, and I wifh to 
warn myfclf, that we may not be carelejs and indif- 
ferent 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HiCOMMENDED. 27 1 

ferenf upon fubjefts of fuch infinite moment If 
you are fenfible that this life is very fhort, that 
your fouls are of infinite value^ that etcrotty is at 
hand, and that eternal woe or everlafting joy de* 
pend upon your improvement of the prefent day, 
upon the real ftate of your minds j then I entreat 
you to confider ferioufly what can conftitute you 
miierable or happy through an endlefs eternity. If 
any one of you Ihould be difpofed to remain under 
the dominion of evil loves and afieftions, and con- 
tinue ftrangers to that change of heart and life, 
thofe pure principles of love and goodnefs which I 
have laid before you ; I can only fay, that I have fo 
far done my duty, and am clear of your blood. 

But if, on the other hand, you relblve in the 
name and ftrength of the Lord, to relinquifli every 
evil 5 give up your hearts and lives to him in true 
faith, love, and obedience: — ^then 1 congratulate 
you upon the wife and prudent choice you have 
made. I wifh to confider you as^ my fellow chrif- 
tians, whatever your name may be \ and I hope fo 
to live as to meet you in that bleflfed land, which 
we fliall inherit. for ever — there to partake with 
you of all the unutterable pleafures, pure joys, and 
fublime honors of that world, through the endlefs 
ages of one eternal dayi 

I have faid, in the beginning of this difcourfe, 
that eternity is very near us j the hour is juft at 
hand when we muft fettle the accounts of this life, 

and 
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and be deftinatcd to that ftate of happineis or mi- 
fciy in which we muft abide for ever. Let us, 
therefore, take our blefied Lord's kind advice — 
^' Be ye alfo ready ; for at fuch an hour as ye think 
** not, the Son of Man cometh," . 



SERMON 
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A SERIOUS PERSUASIVE 

TO *^ , 

HEAR, CONSIDER, AND OBEY THE WORD OF THE 
LORD. 



Psalm xlv. xo, ii. 

Hearken, O daughter, and confider, and incline thine ear ; forget alfo 
thine own people, and thy father's houfc. So fhall the king greatly 
defire thy beauty : for he is thy Lord, and woHhip thou him* 



, X H E pfalms of David have always beew 
read, by ferious chriftians, with much fatisfadion, 
pleafure, and profic ; although they have only beea 
confidered as chiefly relating to David himfclfi and. 
underftood only in the literal fenfe. But in pro- 
portion as their true internal meaning, is known, and 
that they chiefly relate to the Lord Jefus Chrifl:, his 
T conflifts. 
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conflifts, combatSj viftories, and the like ; together 
with his church, and its enemies; they will be 
read with fliU greater pleafure and profit. Before 
we proceed to our text, we will juft notice the 
Ipiritual fenfe of the pfalm before us. 

In the fecond verfe it is declared that divine truth 
belonged! to the Lord alone — third to the fifth, that 
by divine truth he powerfully overcame the hells. 
— veife 6, that his kingdom is eternal — verfe 7 and 
8, that he made his human effence divine, whence 
heaven and the church are hb, which are in divine 
truths from him — verfe 9, that thence come the 
afFeftions of truth, in which the heavenly focieties 
are — ^verfe 10, of the church where the word is 5 
that it muft recede from the afFeftions of the natu- 
ral man — verfe 1 1> that- fo it will be the Lord's 
church — vctfe yi to 14, and will poflefs knowledges 
of truth and good, with fciences fubfervieht — verfe 
15, that thus there will be conjunction with the Lord 
— verfe 16, that all primary truths are his — verfe i7> 
that the univerfal church will ferve the Lord. 

Thefe are the general things contained in this 
pfalm, the particulars of which are «^<?»y,-and very 
^tireJUngi but Mre wffl'prCKJeed to the- words of our 
text-^" Hearken, O daughter, and confider,^ and 
^ irAXitit thiri^ ear ; forget alfa thine, owh peo|^ 
« and' thy father's honfe; fo fhall the king greatly 
*^defire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord> afid 
^ worfliip thou hirti." 
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In the firft place, you will obferve, here is a fo- 
lemn exhortation to attend divine inftruSlion — to 
learn the will and word of the Lord — ^^ Hearken^ con- 
^^ fideVy 2Lnd incline thine ear/' Let us dwell upon this 
a moment. The importance of hearing the Lord's 
word muft be evident to all j becaufe that God 
who created us, on whom we depend> and to whom 
we are accountable, can alone teach and inftru6t 
us in whatever concerns our well being in time and 
eternity. If that God condefcends to fpeak to us> 
we are bound in duty to hear him i if he hath re- 
vealed his will, that will we ought to acquaint 
ourfelves with j and we cannot expeft thpfe perfons 
to be wifcy religiousy or happy^ who turn a deaf ear 
to the voice of the Lord — ^who do not attend his 
divine word* When we cohfider how few there 
are who read or hear the word — ^how many totally 
negleft it— we need not wonder that pure religion 
is {o little feen. The holy word is the mind and will 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, our God and Saviour^ 
delivered to men 5 to teach them the knowledge of 
himfelf, their own ftate, what they are to believe, 
what to doi how to live, and the way to be com- 
pletely happy to all eternity. This word is given 
us from a God of infinite love, and wifdom, in 
pure mercy and compaffion, with this kind intention^ 
nanntely, to bring us back to himfelfj that we may 
live in his bleffed kingdom for ever* And this 
moft kind and companionate Father feeing how 
backward we are, how unwilling to acquaint our- 
T 2 felyes 
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felves with thofe thirtgs which belong to ouf peace , 
hath, in the moil tender and afFeftionate manner, 
advifed, befeeched, and exhorted us, over and over 
again, to hear him fpeak, attend his overtures of 
mercy, and become wife to falvation. We efteem 
ourfelves the moft highly favored and happy people 
in the world, becaufe we are favored with divine 
revelation ; and yet, alas ! that Jacred booky that 
invaluable volume^ is feldom read, and little known. 
If we were to compare the number of thofe who 
attend religious worfhip, with thofe who do not, it 
is probable we ihould find that where one goes, 
twenty ftay away. And were we to compare the 
number of thofe who read the bible for themfelves, 
with thofe who do not read it y I fear we fhould 
find a hundred negleft it, where one reads it. What 
can be the reafon why the book of God is fo much 
neglefted? Why, firs, there are many reafons. 
Men love the world better than heaven; naturid 
things better than fpiritual ones; folly and evil 
prevail, the bible is an old book, and religion un- 
fefliionable. Many who read the word, would 
perhaps read it more; but riiey fay they cannot 
underftand it — ^it is too myfterious — and they 
muft leave it to. their fupcriors, their teachers. 
That the word of God is, in itfelf, fo myfterious 
that it cannot be underftood, / deny ; but that it is 
made fo by men, I readily grant. - 

The innumerable errors, falfe dodtrines, traditions,- 
and opinions, which have for many years been 

intro- 
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introduced, and maintained by the chriftian world, 
have aftually thrown a vail^ a dark, cloudy over the 
bible— fhaded the genuine truth from the jfight — 
and caufed it to appear as a moft myfterious volume. 
That this would be the cafe, has been long fore- 
told by the Lord 5 and ^Ifo, that the time would 
come, in which thofe clouds fhould be removed and 
chafed away. • And it gives me unfpeakable plea- 
fure that I can, with tonfidence ailert, that time 
IS NOW COME. The word of God is ever the fame; 
but thofe errors and falfe doftrines, .which have 
been advanced upon the letter of the word> ,and 
which have caft an impenetrable (hade over truth, 
are now dete£ledy difcoveredy, and done away — the 
pure intern.^ . fenfe of^ divine truth opened — the 
fcience of correfpondences reveakd-r-the treafures 
of the bible laid open— and every. one,. who loves 
the Lord and his truth, may underftand its facred 
content^. 

I allow, that a check has been put upon free 
inquiry — men. have been prevented from ftudying 
the word, and becoming religious, for thefe two 
reafons, namely-rfirft, they have obferved that the 
chriftian world is altogether dkoided\ that .they can- 
not agree in fentiment, doftrine, or religion j that 
what one man maintains, another explodes; the 
religion one- perfon fets up, another pulls down; 
that all isjirifey divijion, anarchy j and variance. And, 
hereby, thinking minds are tempted to doubt the 
trutby and reality of all their opinions and doSirines. 

T 3 And, 
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And, fecondly, thofe who arc diftinguilhed as the 
fnoji religious, pious, and good — ^who are the leafi ex- 
teptionable in their charadcr and condu6h^r.and who 
are confidered as the beft of cbrijiians-^xhtit have 
difcovercd fo much gkotninefsy mdancholly vixidi/ad- 
nejs — fo much rejerve, unfociabi{ityy and fiiffnefs — fo 
much bigotry y enthufiafm^ or Jingularity — ^that meii 
have been hereby led to conceive religion to be the 
moft difagreeabky forhidSng^ mortifyingy and unhap^ 
life, it is poflible for man to live in this worlds 
whatever it may be in the next. 

But, firs, thefe two reafons need no Jonger pre- 
vent men from ftudying the word^^ or becoming re- 
ligbus ; becaufe the word of God is now opened in 
its truefpiritual meaning-^tht vail is taken away— - 
the Lord hath, by a meffenger of his own choofing, 
difperfed the clouds of daricnefs and error, which 
have fo long prevailed ; he hath exhibited truth in 
its own genuine light, and native beauty. He is 
come himfelf to thofe who will receive him in his 
fecond appearing, as their God and' Saviour j to 
whom he will, by the divine influx of his love and 
wifdom, open abundantly the truths of his holy 
word. And as I have always found that thofe 
Jerious and chrijtian minds, who would candidly 
read the writings of our author, with a defire to 
know and receive the truth, have been convinced 
of thedarknefs, miftakes, and errors which abound, 
and have cordially acceded to the divine truth, now 
manifefted from heaven. So I am confidently af- 

fured 
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fured you wM, if you bailee the fame fteps, withcthe 
fame ca^or jasxd fmcer^ defire, be as c<>rdiaJJy con- 
vinced of, and as fuUy acgede to, diving isnAthj^ gs 
they have done. 

You wifl then fee that the bible is one confiflent 
regular fyftem j a €onne£fed feries of doSlrines and 
truths ; a plain and folemn declaration of the di- 
vine win. You will then underftand that all the 
fklfe doftrines and opinions which men have em- 
bracedj have been founded upon the bare letter of 
the word, mifunderftood j but that now,, asjnaiir 
kind give up the mind to che Lord, receive th« 
light of heaven, iand enter into the true i^iritsual 
knowledge of Ae word, they will be united lu 
doSlriney fditby worjbif, affeSUmy and Ufe. And, in 
the fecond place, that now religion will be exhibits 
cd in its own native charm-'^in its own <iivine e?* 
ceHence and glory^— hot as a gloomy, melaiichoHy, 
unfocial life — not is a haggard, forbidding, aod.dif- 
gufting form — ^but as a cheerful, happy, and focial 
life — as the moft beautiful, pleafingj arid lovely 
form. 

But, to -return to the words of our text— ^ 
" Hearken, O; daughter, and confider.j and incline 
« thine, ear.'* To hearken, fignifics to attend to^ 
bear, and regard the word of the Lord \ to con- 
fider, inipliea meditatim znd r^exion upon the word 
— to confider whofe word it is, what it conmns, 
and the importance of its inftruftions ; and to in- 
cline the ear, is to ol^ey the word, delight in it, be 

T 4 ruled 
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ruled by it, and govern the life according to it. 
Thefe things need not be further explained, but to 
enforce them nnay not be improper. 

Firft, then, my chriftian friends, let it be your 
care to attend the word, hear it, read it, and regard 
it i and think not that, becaufe I have advifed you 
to read the writings of our illuminated author, I 
thereby wifh to divert your minds from the bible — 
no; God forbid! May my topgue ever r# in filence, 
rather than I ftiould do that. My only reafon, (if 
I know my own nxotives) is, that hy reading thofe 
writings, you may truly underjiand the word^^ hve .ic 
more than ever, and oh&y it frorn the heart, I am 
well convinced what the (Jodrines and inventions of 
men have done^--that, like the Jews, they have fet 
afide the word of God, and ihade it of none,^ffe6t 
by their traditions — I am free to avow before the 
worldi that thefe writings which I reconirnend, will 
Jet afide tkofe traditions, make them of ntme efFeft, 
and thereby exhibit /iv truth in its own divine lights 
in its own divine power and efficacy. 

I wifli, my fellow chriftians, thus to behold the 
word of the Lord ; and I do know, that as it comes 
to be truly and /pirituaily underftood,' it will lead us 
all into one regidar fyftem — ^into pure and undefiled 
religion — rinto one faith and /j/5?— -and unite us all in 
pure affeaion — ^in cordidl liwe. And I long to fee 
the happy day when chriftians fhall be of one heart 
and of one foul. The morning of that day appears 
•—the fun pf heaven arifes, and it will afcend to 

its 
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its meridian glory ; when its divine heat fhall warm 
all our hearts, its heavenly light illumine our minds, 
and when we (hall learn wat no morcy but fit down 
under the banner of our Lord, in peace^ in barmcur/^ 
and love — united in bonds of charity, truth, and 
goodnels^-^and eadi making the other happy with 
all the powerS'Of his foul. I well know that infernal 
fpirits will, with all their fubtilty and might, oppofe 
t\k ppogreji of truth y the increafe of love, and the 
hippinefs of men ih thefe laft days. But what then ? 
The arm of the Lord of Hofts will put them to 
flight! The fet time to favor his Zion is comej 
yea, the Lord is come himfelf in power' and great 
glory-^his church fhall ftand and profper — chrifti- 
ans flialhbe happy — and truth and love previiiL. 

Cbmi^ then, let us, according to our text, conjider 
the >yQrd of Qur Lord j meditate and refled upon 
it ; confider whofe word, it is s that it is the word 
and. mil of the Lord— and confequently. that it 
mufl: be fpiritual and divine in every part — that it 
muft be infinite in wifdom and love — that its doc- 
trines are true, ita commandments juft and good, 
and its promifes fure and immutable — that there is 
nothing therein but what is calculated for our real 
good and happinefs, to make us good men, good 
relations, good neighbours, good chriftians, and 
bright angels in heaven. The importance of the 
word is infinitely great — without the bible we had 
wandered in the dark mazes of ignorance and 
folly ; been as grofs idolaters as other nations ; and 

known 
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known but litde of God, of ourfclv^s, or of an 
eternal ftatc. 

But, to pais on. The Lord requires us, in our 
text, not only to hearken and canftderj but aHb to 
incline the ear. And when the true internal fenfe 
of the words is underilood, here appears a beauti- 
fill and important gradation: — ^firft, to bear the 
word ; that is, to admit it into the underftanding 
by hearing, reading, and the like : — then, fecQndly, 
to cmjideri that is, to weigh it$ importance, its 
value, its dodlrines, laws, and precepts ; to confi- 
der the author of the word, the nature of it, its 
defign and end: — and then, thirdly, to incline the 
ear ; that is, to obey the word from a fiiU convic- 
tion that it is the truth of God, and alfo from a 
real love to it. All diis is in^piiod in the woids« 

Now, my good firs, aj^ly the words to your- 
felves for a moment ; for the Lord ourGod fpeaks 
to ALL — he inviteSy exhorts, and commands all to at- 
tend his word. He fays unto every one of you, 
** Hear, read, and learn my word.** It is no lefs than 
the Almighty himfclf who calls you to this work — 
the God who created, redeemed, and blejfes you — your 
Lord, your Friend, and your Father. And can 
you acquit yourfelvcs to him if you do not read 
that word ? if you do not acquaint yourfelves wirfi 
the contents of it? — Suppofe we live a number of 
years in this world, and, when called away by death, 
we have not made the bible our ftudy — ^we have 
not confidered its value, nor attended to its injunc- 
tions; 
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tions ; but have neglefted it, laid it afide, feldom 
feen it, and more feldom read it with care and cori- 
fideration : and fuppofe (as we juftjy may) that this 
queftion be put to us, viz. What regard have yoti 
paid to that divine meflage of love and mercy, 
truth and wifdom, the bibles which was lent down 
to you from heaven, to warn you againft evil, 
teach you what is good and true, diredt you in 
the paths of peace, and lead you from Jiriy Jorrow^ 
and deaths to goodnefsyjoyy and endlefs life f 

What anfwer could we then make, if we had 
not received the offered mercy— if we had not 
amended our ways and our lives by its holy laws 
— if we had not followed its divine inftniftions, 
that we might be happy ? Why, firs, like the man 
without the wedding garment, we fhould be found 
Ipeechlefs, felf-condemned in our own confciences ; 
and meet the juft reward of our own follyy ingra- 
titude ^ and negle£i. And, O ! what an affront^ 
what an injult to the Divine Being, would it be to 
negleSl and difregard that wife^ kindy and loving mef- 
fage of divine truth, which he hath fent down from 
heaven, to inftruft and lead us back to his own 
eternal kingdom — ^to his own bofom W 

Let me entreat you, fir?, to read the wordy 
conjider the wordy obey the word. Read it as the 
word of the Lord your God — conjider it as di- 
vine truth itfelf — obey it as the only way to be com- 
pletely happy in^me, and for ever ! 

I know 
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I know not why my mind is led to dwell fo much 
upon this fubjedb ; it was not my intention when 
I began this difcourfe — but, I truft, you will re- 
ceive the advice as coming from one, who not only 
moft ardently defircs your real and eternal welfare, 
but who venerates^ who values, who adores the word 
of the Lord. If you judge of religion by its pre- 
fent appearance in the profcfling world, you will 
be difguftedi if you judge of the fcriptures by the 
doftrines of men, your defires to know it will not 
he Janguine ; but if you turn your minds to the 
Lord Jefus Chrift alone, read the holy word as bis 
own wordy under his influence, with defire to know the 
truth and a love for /r«/i&— you will then fee the fcrip- 
tures in their own native excellence and beauty— 
you will confider them of infinite value — as a divine 
regular fyltem of dodtrine and truth — as an infallible 
guide to all that can make you happy in this world 
and the next — and as an unfpeakably kind mefTage 
of mercy, goodnefs, and love, from the Lord God 
our heavenly Father, to us his mijtakeny difobedient, 
wandering, but beloved children ! 

You will then fee religion in its own divine form 
— that it does not confift in zfet of notions, a round 
of external duties and ceremonies, a feS^ a party, or 
a name-, but in doing- the will of our heavenly Fa- 
ther from faith and love. You will be convinced 
that, fo far from religion making us fad, gloomy, or 
miferabk', it will make us cheerful, ferene, ^xi^fociabk 

—yea. 
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—yea, as happy as it is poffible for human nature 
to be. 

Why does the Lord call upon us, in our text, to 
** heary confider^ and obey his word ? To forget our 
'^ own people, and our father's houfe ?" (which 
words we fhall explain hereafter) . Why, that we 
may be united to the King of Heaven; that he 
may defire our beauty — that is, that our deformityy 
our impurities^ our evils^ may be removed; our 
fenfual propenfities, our corrupt defires, our .evil 
difpofitions, may be done away j that we may be 
amiable in the garments of truth — beautiful in the 
robes of virtue — lovely in the habits of religion and 
goodnefs — that we may become celejlial forms of 
wifdom and love — and worthy to inhabit fuperb^ glo-- 
riousy eternal manftons in the kingdom of heaven ; 
and to ftand in the prefencc of that Being who is the 
perfeSiony the fource, and the ejfence of all that is 
excellent, beautiful, and lovely-^^^' For he is thy Lord, 
" and worfliip thou him." He is thy Ruler, thy 
Qovernor, thy King — obey his laws. He is thy God, 
"'thy Creator— ^o his will. He is thy Redeemer y thy 
Saviour, thy Father — love his holy name. He is the 
cflence of all that is grand and noble ; the fountain 
of goodnefs and truth \ the fource of all wifdom, 
power y and love j worjhip thou him ! 

How reafonable thefe injunftions ! how wife 
thefe laws ! how good thefe commands ! ' where is 
the man who would not worjhip, .adore, and love, 

fuch 
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fuch a being ? Who would not ftudy his word, and 
acquaint himfelf with fuch a God ? He defires 
our beauty ; that is to fay, he wifhes us to be happy 
— ^to ftand beautiful, amiable, and lovely in virtue, 
goodnefs, and religion. And this he defires of us, 
becaufe he loves us. To bis perfeSions we can add 
nothing; his glory, honor, or happinefs can receive 
no addition from the Jervice of ten thoufand worlds. 
Whatever of good, or beautiful, or lovely we pof- 
fefs, that wc have from him ; therefore the truth 
is, that the Lord our God defires npt to receive, but 
to give — to impart to us of his own excellence, 
glory, and happinefs. For this end he created us^- 
for this end redeemed us— -and for this end is he 
inftrufbing us by his own holy word ; th;^ ly him, 
and in the enjoyment of his love, we may, with 
him, be truly happy through the boundlefs ages of 
a never ending eternity. 

To conclude, then (for I mufl leave the other 
part of our text to a future time) let me intreat 
your careful, ferious, and conftant attention to the 
voice and word of the Lord Jefiis Chrifl, your 
God. Whatever you are flrangers to, be not fbran- 
gers to that meffage of truth and love — ^that divine 
revelation which God hath fent down from heaven. 
Serioufly confider the end and defign of your 
heavenly Father, in giving you his word, and requir- 
ing you to obferve it ; his defign is no lefs than 
your own peace, happincfsf, and honor. Hc: is thy 

Lord 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A SERIOUS PERSUASIVE. 287 

Lord, his holy laws obey ; he is thy God, on him 
thy foul depends ; he is thy father, thou his child 
beloved. 

Be worthy of a parent fo divine ! 

O ? let it not be faid, when call'd to ftand 

Before his prefence, in another world, 

He caird you home — ^befought you to return 

From folly, difobedience, fhame, and death—- 

To wifdom^ dutyy honor^ endlefs life^ 

With all the pity, tendernefs, and love 

A father feels — but you refus'd to hear;— 

His calls rejected — difobey'd his word — 

And funk inglorious down to (hades of woe. 

No, rather, may we all his truth attend ; 
Own him our Lord, before his footftool bend- 
Hear and obey his meffages of love, 
And haften home to yonder world above \ 
In homr^ heauty^ lovelinefs^ divine ; 
There vie with angels, and with angels (hine, 
In all the boundlefs joys of heaven live ; 
And fhare that blifs which God alone can give. 



SERMON 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S BEAUTY EXPLAINED. 



Psalm xlv. lo, ii» 

Hearken, O daughter, and confider, and incline thine ear ; forget 2Mb 
thine own people, and tby father*s houfe. So (hall the king greatly 
defire thy beauty : for he is thy Lord, and worfliip thou him. 



W E have, in our former difcourfe upon 
this text, endeavored to explain and enforce the 
firft claufe in the words, namely, '* Hearken, O 
*' daughter, and confider ; and incline thine ear." 
In doing which, we have recommended a ferious 
and conftant attention to the ward of divine truths 
the bible ; the knowledge of which is of the moft 
eflcntial importance. That the inhabitants of our 
land think it fo, and defire to promote the knowledge 

thereofi 
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thereof, appeacs, I truft, in fomc good meafure, 
from the eftablilhmcnt of funday fchools^^z mod 
laudable inftitution this, and I doubt not> will be 
extenfively and laftingly ufeful to thoufands and 
tens of thoufands, of the lower clafles among men. 
It deferves the warmeft encouragement-^ableffing 
will reft upon the heads of thofe who are zealous 
to promote it — and, I fear, a curfe upon thofe 
poor parents, who negledt to lend their children to 
be taught, when they have an opportunity fo to do. 
A want of education is one principal caufe of 
that immorality and profaneneis among the poor, 
io evident in our day. And whoever ncgicdls the 
word of God, is unacquainted with divine revela- 
tion; let them be of what clafe m Hfe they may^ 
they can have but litde pretenfions to piety or 
reiigion'~a duent morality is all they can boaft* It 
is divine revelation alone which can acquaint us 
with the Moft High, which cm teach us the know- 
le(%e of ourfelves, inform us of our duty to God 
and man, and lead us in the paths of peace and 
righteoufnefs, to the kingdom of glory and joy. 
Great, then, is the misfortune of thofe who cannot 
read, or hear the word of God ! Great is the 
guik of thofe who can ifcad and hear that word, 
but will not ! and alfo of thofe who read and hear, 
but will not ebey the word ! And unfpeakably great 
is the happinefs of thpfe who can and do read the 
word of God, tmderftand ity and truly obey its divine 
commands! Tbefe are the perfons who have 

U attended 
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attended to the advice given in our text— and fuch 
of you as anfwer this dcfcription, I congratulate 
as the greatly deftred and highly beloved people of 
the Lord Jefus, your God and Saviour. 

We will now proceed to open that part of the 
advice given in our text, which yet remains to be 
confidered; namely — ^^ Forget alfo thine ownpeo- 
" pic, and thy father's houfe." 

I would juft remind you here, as I have before 
done, that the Almighty never requires us to turn 
our backs of, and forfakc our parents, kindred, or 
families. Such a conduft is contrary to fcripture, 
to reafon, and to all good laws, divine, moral, or 
civil 5 therefore, the text before us does not mean, 
that we are to forget our own people Hteralfy, or 
our father's houfe. 

I can eafily tell you what the words people and 

father correfpond to, and Ipiritually fignifyi but 

not fo eafily, in one difcourfe, open ^t/cienceofcor-- 

refp&ndencesy by which the word is written. SuiEce 

it to obferve, that houfes, families, and nations, 

fignify, in the word, the good things of love, and 

of faith grounded In love; and herein an accurate 

diftinftion is always obferved between natims ^sA 

people. Nations fignifying good or evU (according 

to the fubjed) but people fignifying what is true or 

falfsi a^d this continually, without exception, 

through the word, as may appear from Ifa. xi. ii, 

12 — ix. 2, 3 — xxiv. 7 — ^xliii. 9. Zeph. ii. 9. Zech. 

viii. 22, and many other places. Therefore, to 

forget 
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forget our own people, nothing lefs is meant, than 
to give up and totally relinquifli whatever is falje 
and erroneous in the mind. Whatever is falfe, 
iiands in diredb oppofition to divine truths has a 
natural tendency to darken the underftanding, and 
lead the mind to what is evil. There are many 
falfe principles upon which men aft, by which they 
defeat their own intentions, and become miferable 
in that very road where they expefted happinefi. 
Such principles are the love of Jelfy of the world, 
and of eviL Men, who are under the influence of 
fuch principles, are direfted and led by a falfe 
judgment, a perverted underftanding ; and it is no 
c^fy matter to perluade them of their miftake— 
the evil is deep-rooted, the error has been long 
ccntraSedy the love of the world and of evil com- 
mences very early, it ftrengthens with our ftrengthi 
and grows with our growth ; it is confirmed by 
example, and foflcred by our paflions — reafon is 
not fufFered to exert its power— a perverted lovci 
arid falfe judgment, bind it in chains. And we 
plainly fee, that the hopes and expeftations of 
thoui^ds are founded on fand, depend upon a 
bubble in the air, a mere phantom. They are 
cxpedting happinefs from the gratifications of felf^ 
love, the indulgence of the paflTions, and the plea- 
fures of iniquity; but difappointment will ever 
attend their fteps, and their journey eiid in delpair: 
It is from'thefe falfe principles, thefe deceitful pur- 

u 2 ' fuits, 
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fuits, we arc called by the voice of mercy, in the 
words of our text — " Forget thine own people.'* 

But, again ; there are many falfc principles of a 
religious kind, falfe doftrines and errors, which wc 
are called upon to forget and forfake. For every 
doftrine and fentiment which has not its foundation 
in truth, is of a bad tendency ; it darkens the under- 
ftanding, perverts the judgment, and influences the 
afFeftions — and from thefe we are called by the 
text. Many of this kind might be named, if we 
had time ; two or three of them we will mention 
—one is the dodlrine of more Gods than one^ or of 
three perfons in «he Godhead. This embarrafles the 
mind, confounds our reafon, and prevents conjunc- 
tion with the true God. This is a doftrine we are 
at. this time peculiarly called to forfake ; that '^ the 
^* King may greatly defire our beauty j that we 
" may owA him as our Ldrd, and worftiip hitn 
" alone/' For while we entertain an idea of m6te 
Gods, or perfons, than one, our afF^ftions cannot 
be placed upony and oiir worlhip direfted /^, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift akne. Our affeSions and iJoorJhip 
muft be divided j ^nd riiis is not acceptable to that 
Gcki who fays, '« The Lord thy God Is me Urdy 
" and tliou fhak love him with all thy heirt." 

Again, the idea that God is a Being of wrath, 
vengeance^ (fnger, and the like, we are called upon 
t'o forfake and relinquifh^ for it is a falfe one, it is 
one of our own people, and not a doftrine of hea- 
ven. 
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vcn. God i$ love, goodnefs, truth, and mercy — 
amiable in all his attributes — lovely in sUl his cha- 
raders and pcrfeftions j and when we behold him 
according to divine truth, we (hall forget the 
particular falfes belonging to this general notion. 
I mean, fuch as appeafing divine wrath, atoning 
divine juftice, reconciling God to men j one perfon 
in the godhead dying to pleafe and fatisfy another ; 
one God (heathing his fword of vengeaj^ce in phe 
heart of another God, that the fins of men ipight be 
forgiven (or rather paid for) and their fouls faved. 

Let us forfake thefe notions, forget thcfe horrid 
ideas, though they have been a part of our favorite 
fyftem, though they have been as dear to us as our 
own people, femily, or hpufbold. 

Once more. The do6brine of jruftificat-ion hy faith 
,alone, imputed guilt, and imputed righteoufnefs, lej: 
us forget them, that the King may defire our 
beauty. Faith alone is a dead faisb-^xk^ imputation 
of the Lord's righteoufoefs impojjible* — it is the 
righteoufnefs of Jehovah, and would be next to 
blafphemy to call it man's. To be beautiful in the 
Lord's fight, we muft love him with all the heart, 
as well as believe on him ; we muft (through the 
influence of his love and truth) obey him — live in 
true charity with mankind — and be ujeful in life by 
living a good life. By fo doing, we forfake our own 
people ; we forget our fal/e doSlrineSy principles^ and 
errors I and the underftanding is given up to the* 
u 3 teachings 
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teachings and inftruftions of the Lord our God, 
by his holy word. 

I cannot enumerate all thofe falfe doftrines, • 
principles, errors, and notions, which we have made 
our own by confirmation and afFcftion j but what- 
ever they are, and however we may have valued 
them, yet we mud forget them all, and be taught 
of the Lord alone, the fountain of wifdom and truth, 
if we would be acceptable in his fight. 

Proceed we, fecondly, to confider what is im- 
plied in ** our father's houfe." Very much is 
contained in this expreffion ; it invplves in it afub- 
jeft, which, I fear, I cannot fully difcufs in one 
difcourft. In the firft place, by " father's houfe,'* 
is fignified all hereditary evil in the mind. It is 
generally fuppofed that aU the impurities of our na- 
ture; or our hereditary eyil principles, come alone 
from Adam : but as men come to know who and 
what is meant by Adam and Eve, the abfurdity of 
fuch a notion will be feen. Evil certainly was 
introduced by what we call Adam, but it has con- 
tinually accumulated and increafed i ^ and every 
child receives its hereditary principles and evils from 
its immediate father— the Joul being by tradu^ion, 
or FROM the father. Therefore, by our " father's 
^* houfe," is meant, in the firft place, all thofe evil 
frincipleSy propenfities^ and deftres^ which have ma- 
nifefted themfelves in our nature and life — fueh as 
felf-love, love of the world, luft, fenfuality, covet- 

oufhefs. 
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oufnefs, pride, anger, and many other diforderly 
and impure difpofitions. That thefe are found in 
every man, more or lefs, I need only appeal to 
your own conviftion and experience j that they 
are all contrary to the Divine Being, his kingdom, 
his word, and our own happinefs, I am perfuaded 
you will readily acknowledge; that they pollute 
and defile the foul, render us deformed and unlove- 
ly in the fight of God and of angels, you will not 
deny ; that an indulgence of thefe evils, and a per- 
feverance in them, will feparate us for ever from 
heaven and happinefs, reafon and fcripture plainly 
declare. Thefe principles, propenfities, and difpo- 
fitions, therefore, we are defired by our text to 
forget, to depart from them, to abandon for ever. 

But, fecondly, ** By our father's houfe," is figni- 
fied all thofe loves or affeSions^ which are of an evil, 
impure, and infernal kind-, for love is the life of the 
mind, and may be called the parent or father of 
thefe evils, as they never become our own until 
we love them, and then they become one with 
our life. Therefore the love of or afFedtion for, 
whatever is evil and falfe, muft be given up— for 
in vain would it be for us to forbear the commif^ 
fion of evils, if at the fame time we love them. To 
give them up through fear^ impotencyy old age^ for 
worldly interefty or human applaufe, would not be to 
give them up, but to conceal them. But when all 
evils are hated as fins againft God, as deftruftive to 
man, as beneath the dignity of an immortal fpiritj 
u 4 and 
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and from fuch principle wc depart from evil, and 
learn to do well-r-then we « forget our own people, 
^* and our fethcr's houfe," 

But, once more. You will remember that the 
Lord calls upon us to do this, that he may defire 
our beauty: hence we fhall do well to confider what 
is our ftate prior to our obeying this command. 
AU evil b of fuch a nature as to render man uniovely, 
ugfy, and ief€rmed\ for it gives him a quality, a form, 
4nd appearance, oppolite to the quality, form, and 
appearance of angels and of God : and hence it is 
that the wicked man is not only compared to, but 
really called in the word, a ferpent, a fox, a dog, 
4nd the like.' He is compared to the^moft favage 
animals, the moft filthy reptiles, the moft noxiou^ 
herbs ; nor is there one of all thefe eliding in na- 
ture, however viky hurtfid^ and cinoxiottSy but what 
correiponds to ibme evil in man — ^nay, what is more, 
they cxiS:/rom thofe evils, nor would they ever have 
exifted, in tboje forn^s and qualities^ if evil had not 
taken place in man. The body of flefli and blood 
is not the many nor are we to judge of his mind by 
the beauty or*deformity of his .body ; but the foul 
is the many and is either beautiful and lovely, or de- 
formed and unlovely, according to the ftate he is 
in as to evil or good. An idea of this kind^ it 
feems, has always prevailed amongft men, though 
the ground and origin of it may be litde known : 
hence we obferve howcuftomary it is to paint and re- 
prcfent devils, or infernal fpirits, in the moft dilguft- 

ing. 
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ing, monftrous, and ugly forms; but angels, or 
good fpirits, in all the agreeable lovelinefs, the cap- 
tivating appearances of youth, fymmetry, and 
beauty. 

Every man's external correfponds to, and is 
formed from his internal (by his external I do not 
mean the bpdy of flefh and blood, but the fpiritual 
body, or form of the foul), if, therefore, the inter- 
nal, the mind, the wiU and affedions be defiled, pdi- 
luted, and infernal, by the love and pra6tice of 
every evil and abomination j the external alfo will 
appear exaftly correlponding thereto, monftrous, 
dilgufting, and unlovely. We are, my chriftian 
friends, while in this world, even nowy making up 
our external farms (as well as our internal) in which 
wc ihall appear for ever. If we arc living in the 
love and praftice of iniquity, indulging in pride, 
ienfuality> luft, and the like, we are rendering our 
form and appearance as filthy, deformed, and ugly 
as thofe vices themielves are; and continuing in 
this ftate we fhall, in the other world, appear in 
that horrid, monftrous form, to all around us ; but 
if we are living in the love of God and goodnefi, 
a life of charity, faith, and uie, we are rendering 
our internal and our external appearance as beau- 
tiful and lovely as thofe divine virtues arc— in which 
amiable and beautiful form we ihall all appear be- 
fore the fpotleis angels, and inhabitants of the hea- 
venly world. And whatever is about us, around 
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US, or vifible to us, will correlpond in bcautjr and 
lovelinefs to our own blefled flafe and appearance, 
and nothing be feen or known there that is diiguft- 
ing or uhpleafing. 

Haying thus laid before you what is meant by 
** forgetting our own people, and our father's houfe," 
we will proceed to confider the ground^ upon which 
this advice is founded ; the true cauje why we are 
required fo to do ; which is given us in thcfe words 
— ^* So fhall the King grcady defire thy beauty." 

By the King, is here meant the Lord Jefus 
Chrift J for he alone is our King — he is the King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Almighty. But 
be it remembered, that whatever beauty or excel- 
lence may exift in the creature, the Lord cannot 
defire that for his own Jake $ becaufe he is himfelf 
the Jource and fountain^ the ejfence and fulnejs of all 
that is lovely, excellent, and dejirable. Therefore 
the words are to be underftood as follows — that the 
King of heaven greatly defircs us to turn away from, 
and forfake, all that is falfey evil, and infernal — 
whatever would render us unlovely and miferable 
for ever—dnd that we would receive of him thofc 
graces and virtues, which will make us amiable^ beau- 
tifuU and happy for ever ; that fo we may have 
conjunftion with him, dwell in his prefence, and 
enjoy his favor and love. 

Time will not admit of our enlarging upon the 
odioufncfe of evil, and the beauty ofgoodnefi^ 

but 
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but a few words fhall be faid upon the latter. 
— There are few in die world, I believe, fo 
abandoned as not to acknowledge there is love- 
linefi and beauty in goodnefs : to contraft its ex^ 
cellences with the deformities of vice^ would be ex- 
ceedingly proper, and you can at any time do 
that if you think good. In the mean time refle6t 
upon a few truly good characters, upon fome emi- 
nent virtues, and confider their excellence. Behold 
the man of uprigbtnefs — ^the man who would not 
commit an evil, or offend his God, though a crown^ 
or a worldy were the reward ! Is not this man an 
amiable charafter in your eftimation ? Do not you 
admire his virtue^ his goodnefs ? Cannot you fee in 
him that which is infinitely more beautiful and de- 
firable, than any thing you can difcover in the unjuft 
charafter, the deceitful, or difhoneft man ? In him 
you fee nothing amiable, his vices are deteftable, 
his heart is bafe, and his form difgufting. 

Again ; view the man of charity — the man who 
loves his neighbor as he loves himfelf— who delights 
to do good, and be ufeful to all. Is not. this an 
amiable perfon ? Are not his virtues pleafing and 
lovely ! Behold him vifiting the melancholly abodes 
of poverty y forrow^ and pain j fc^ him diflblving 
into tendernefs and compaffion over the miferies of 
his fellow creature ! Notice his benevolent hand, 
ftretched out liberally to relieve the mourning 
fons and daughters of afflidion and woe. Behold 

the 
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the widow and the orphan look up/o him for help, 
and they look not in vain — the bleflings of the 
fatherlefs children^ and the difconfolate widowed 
female^ follow him wherever he goes. He imitates 
his adorable Lord, in going about to do good s h^ 
delights to be ufeful to all, and the more happy he 
can make others, the more happy is he in himfelf* 
Say now, my chriftian friends, are not his virtues 
lovely ? Is there not an unfpcakable beauty in his 
charafter ? Behold that virtuous female, whofe life 
is innocence, peiy, and goodnefs-, virtue's fofr form 
fits fmiling in her countenance, modefty and truth 
attend her ileps— tendernefs and compaffion, meek- 
nefs and humility, dwell in her heart j pace and 
tranquility , purity and love, abide in her houfe; her 
virtue and goodnels blefs all who are around her^ 
and her name is known to thousands. She exhibits 
the chriftian graces in their brighteft esLcellence — 
her charaftcr is heavenly and oeleftial — and happy, 
tmfpeakably happy, \% that wonoan ii> whom thefe 
virtues dwell. 

Say, .then, good firs, can vice display fuch excel- 
lence ? Can iniquity exhibit fuch charms ? Can tke 
«i/, tfce immoral charafter, pretend to fuch beauty ? 
No. Whatever is of that kind is deformed, ugly, 
and infernal^ — the wjcked chatrafber m^ only be 
fcen, to be hated—hut virtue, religion, goodnefs, will 
for ever be amiable, eternally incrcafe in beauty, 
aiad be the delight of God aod ji^an. 

Let 
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Let nie exhort you, then, in the words of our 
text, to *' forget your own people, and your father^s 
^^^houfe." To give up every falfe principle — every 
evil in heart and life. Whatever is evil and fal/e is 
vile and infernal — it renders us odious to God and 
man, deprives us of all peace, honor, and happinels, 
and enfures nothing lefs than jbame^ deaths and mijery. 
It is for this reafon that the God of love, mercy, 
and goodnefs, calls upon us to give if all up — that 
we may becortie beautiful and lovely, honorable 
and happy. 

Permit me again to remind you, that you are 
n(m) forming your own eternal ftate — you are cer- 
tainly making up your heaven or your hell. You 
are, if living in evil, filling that bitter cup which 
you muft drinic hereafter — ^you are, every ftep you 
take, preparing for, and going forward to, that ftate 
and fituation in which "you muft eternally abide. 
But if you are living to Xjod, a life of faith, love, 
charity, and goodnefs, you are making up your 
heaveh — ^forming your foul into all the lovelinefs 
and beauty of ai\gels — and every ftep you take 
preparing for, and going forward unto that happy, 
joyful, honorable ftate and fituation in heaven, in 
which you will eternally continue. The beauty of 
the Lord your God is upon you — ^you will awake 
L in his likenefs — enjoy his prefence — ^and be encircled 

with his love for ever and ever. 

O could we fee thofe fpotlefs forms above ; 

Thofe happy images of truth and love 5 

« Whofe 

1. • 
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Whofe beauty, lovelinefs, and charms divine,. 

The fplendor of ten thoufand funs outihine ! 

O could we yonder glorious angels fee. 

Who once were men and women here as we : 

But n9W arriv'd to hcav'ns eternal land, 

In all the glory of that kingdom ftand ! 

How fhould we long fuch beauteous forms to bear. 

Shine as they {bine, and all their honor fhare ! 

*Tis in our pow'r — ^the King of heav'n invites 

Each foul now here, to thofe fupreme delights : 

Our beauty he defires, and bids us prove 

The namelefs wonders of his boundlefs love. 

May we in goodnefs and in truth abound, 

Live well below — ^and then above be crown'd— 

In beauty^ lovelinefs^ and glory Jhine^ 

And heav'n with all its joys be yours and minef 



FINIS. 



rDjgitized by Vj.QOQIC, 



PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHOR, 

AND MAY BE HAD OP HIM, OR OF 

J. BELCHER, 
DERITEND, BIRMINGHAM. 



s. d. 

1. A Poem, in Recommendation of Em an. 

Swedenborg's Writings; price o 3 

2. New Jerusalem Blessings, a Sermon i o 

3. Two Difcourfes at the opening of the New 

Jerufalem Temple, in Birmingham i o 

4. The Fundamentals of the New Church, 

a Sermon ------- 06 

5. Hymns for the New Church - - 36 

6. A Sermon on the Nature of the Soul and 

the Refurreftion ----- 06 

7. An Anfwer to Dr. Priestley - - 16 

8. True Greatness, a Sermon - - 06 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 




.gitized by Google 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



